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“Really, though, most people who have a 
} cat have more than one, but at what point 
NEWS 5 does it become crazy? Is 10 cats too 
many? Or is that acceptable?” —Cath- 
leen Rootsaert, local playwright 
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“You can heat the house with four toast- 
ers at minus 32.” —Gordon Howell, elec- 
trical engineer and Riverdale Net Zero 
Energy Project team member 
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“| just can’t believe some of the stories 
the two of them have been telling me. It's 
not even the players, really—some of the 
things parents said. | have no idea how 
kids get through some of that.” —Sharla 
Matkin, local actor 
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“It was another thing like, hey, I'm Betti 
Forde, you're Jenni Craig. We're bangers 
And what do bangers have? Camel Toes!” 
—MC/DJ Betti Forde (aka Maren Han- 
cock), Vancouver musician 
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WTO tackles farm 
subsidies ... again 


ANDREW CISAKOWSKI / cisa@vueweekly.com 
fter passing another self-imposed deadline for completion of the “Doha 
Development Agenda” six months ago, the World Trade Organization 
is again holding talks about making it easier for poor and rich coun- 
tries to trade with each other. 

This revival is not, as per usual, a result of big business lobbyers, but is 
because of the will of the world’s poorest nations—all 50 countries considered 
“least developed” refuse to engage in any more talks unless Doha’s main tar- 
get, agriculture, is on the table. 

Doha aimed to eliminate all tariffs ata quotas on exports from the 50 least 
developed nations while also eliminating a majority of agricultural subsidies in 
all other countries. But it is no simple task going after the oldest and most pro- 
tected industry in the world;.the European Union spends an amazing $47 bil- 
lion (America spends $22 billion) or 40 per cent of its entire budget on 
agricultural subsidies while only 2 per cent of the labour force occupies itself 
in farming. 

But perhaps most importantly, success has not come because the usual cat- 
alysts are sitting this round out. Previous trade rounds, such as Uruguay in 
1994, have been successful because exporters, eager for access to new mar- 
kets, pressured their governments to open up home markets. This time, those 
with the most to gain, the least developed nations, wield the least amount of 
lobbying power and often have their desires told to them. 

The World Bank estimates that if the agricultural industry were completely 
freed of all tariffs and subsidies, income in developing countries would rise by 
$86 billion and 30 million people would be pulled out of extreme poverty by 
2015. Much of this benefit would be in sub-Saharan Africa, a region that has 
been largely left out of global economic expansion. 

Even though Doha’s original lofty aims now appear unachievable, some- 
thing is still better than nothing. And after years of dubious (at best) results of 
WTO policies for the extremely poor, this change in tune was very welcome. 
But if rich countries in the West refuse to re-examine their agricultural subsidy 
regimes, sadly real change seems increasingly far away. 
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= LETTERS 


WELL WELL WELL IS SWELL 


This is just a note to express my appreci- 
ation for Connie Howard's excellent col- 
umn Well Well Well (“The kind of meds 
you take really depends on where you're 
aiming,” Feb 8 —Feb 14). | ama holistic 
nutritionist and aspiring naturopath and | 
encounter unsolicited opposition and 
challenge to my philosophy on health 
almost daily. Sometimes keeping a cool 
head to find the right arguments and 
best explanation is difficult. 

This article couldn't have stated my 
views on the matter any better. Recon- 
ciling and understanding the differ- 
ences between conventional and 
alternative health therapies is key if 
alternative health care is ever going to 
be a viable and respected option to the 
public. Connie Howard's piece also did 
this very well. 

Again, thanks for a brilliant article. 


ANGELE BESNER 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. 
Send your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 
10303 - 108th Street, Edmonton AB 
T5J 1L7), by fax (780.426.2889) or by e- 
mail (letters@vueweekly.com). Prefer- 
ence is given to feedback about articles 
published in Vue Weekly. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and clarity. 


HOW LONG BEFORE 
HE CAN START 
BRINGING HIS LIME 
FRIENDS HOME FOR 
SLEEPOVERS, 


God needs a little bling, too 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
Southern Alberta religious 
A eentesiers plans to 
expand into the province's 
major urban areas could be 
derailed by concerns about the 
honesty of its fundraising activities. 

Lethbridge-based CJIL—a pri- 
vate, commercial Christian station 
operating under the brand name 
“the Miracle Network” that is oper- 
ated by a non-profit charitable 
society called the Miracle Channel 
Association—has applied to the 
Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunications Commission 
for a license to set up transmitters 
in Edmonton and Calgary. 

But at a hearing into the appli- 
cation held on Mon, Feb 12, federal 
regulators grilled station represen- 
tatives about numerous complaints 
received from viewers about the 
station’s fund drives, warning that 
the station could lose even its cur- 
rent license if it doesn’t abide by 
new fundraising rules. 


ACCORDING TO THE CRTC, com- 
plaints stemmed from statements 
made during the November 2004 
and March 2005 fundraising cam- 
paigns. 

"There is somebody right now 
watching and God is speaking to 
them about RRSPs,” said a presen- 
ter in 2004. “They've got RRSPs and 


2 GOD TV 


they've got a sizable amount and 
it's a security thing. Well, it's not a 
security thing; your security is in 
God. And God is speaking to you | 
cash those in. I dare you to do it.” 

After a woman made a $5 000 
donation via credit card, a host 
said: “And we believe that God is 
going to give that back to you and 
you are going to be able to pay '( 
off real fast.” 

In its ruling, the CRTC said that 
the overatures “placed an unduc 
responsibility on the viewer to 
respond to the appeal,” and that 
the station's hosts “predicted 
divine consequences of no! 
responding, or exaggerated posi- 
tive results of responding.” 

For its part, the Miracle Channel 
has indicated that it is comfortable 
with these conditions being placed 
on its license and the station is 
currently asking visitors to its web- 
site to write letters of support to 
the regulatory body. And it's no 
wonder that the broadcaster is so 
keen to expand its audience 
according to the Miracle Channel's 
own estimates, the expansion 
would increase donations by 15 
per cent, adding up to $50.2 mil- 
lion over the next seven years. ¥ 
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team of homebuilders in 
ae sta has been selected 
=; ee a national com- 


+ build Canada's first net 
energy homes. 
‘The Riverdale Net Zero Energy Pro- 


ject will construct an energy-efficient 
duplex in Edmonton's River Valley 
that will produce as much renewable 
energy on-site as it consumes over 
the course of a year. 

The project was one of 12 winners 
selected on Feb 13 from an initial field 
of 72 projects in the Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation’s EQuilibri- 
um sustainable housing competition. 

Three other projects in Alberta— 
two in Red Deer and one in Calgary— 
were also selected. Each of the 
projects will be awarded $50 000 from 
CMHC to offset costs. 

Peter Amerongen, the vice presi- 
dent of Habitat Studio & Workshop, 
one of three lead organizations on the 
Riverdale project, says that designing 
a house that is able to meet its own 
energy needs was a real challenge in 
Edmonton. 

“One of the things that’s really 
interesting about it is that in order to 
get to net zero in Edmonton, with our 
climate, it’s necessary to do just about 
everything,” Amerongen explains. 
“You don’t have the luxury of saying, 
‘are we going to do this or are we 
going to do that?’ You’ve got to do 


everything you can.” 
DOING EVERYTHING MEANT bringing 


together a team of experts to design a 
sustainable structure that utilizes pas- 
sive solar for space heating, solar 
heaters for hot water, and an array of 
48 photovoltaic solar panels on the 
roof to provide the additional energy 
and heating needs for the two units of 
the duplex. 

During the summer, the excess 
energy produced will be fed into the 
electrical grid and the house will draw 
an equivalent amount from the grid in 
the winter months, resulting in no net 
energy use annually. 

While the solar panels might draw 
the attention of passersby, Gordon 
Howell, an electrical engineer special- 
izing in solar energy systems and 
another of the core team members, 
Stresses that the real key in designing 
the duplex was to drastically reduce 
how much energy it requires. 

“To get to a net zero energy home, 
the most important thing is energy 
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efficiency," Howell explains. “It’s the 
most important thing because energy 
efficiency is incredibly cheap.” 

“The first, biggest thing is really to 
Pare energy use just to the bone, cut it 
down to an absolute bare essential,” 
Amerongen adds. “That involves very 
high levels of insulation, a very tight 
house, really good windows and very 
efficient appliances, very efficient light- 
ing and very efficient hot water-using 


2 GREEN 


appliances like washing machines, 
dishwashers and that sort of thing,” 

According to Howell, such efficien- 
cy measures, including highly insulat- 
ed 16-inch walls and triple- and 
quadruple-glazed windows, means 
that the house would require less than 
$50 worth of natural gas a year to 
heat, meaning the annual subscrip- 
tion cost for a gas line didn’t make 
economic sense. 

Instead, the team chose to simply add 
more solar power capacity to provide 
electrical heat. “You can heat the house 
with four toasters at minus 32,” he says. 

Sustainability was a priority through- 
out the design process, so most of the 


if Ave, Edmonton : 


insulation is from recycled newspapers 
The team chose primarily regional and 
renewable construction materials and 
interior materials were carefully select- 
ed to minimize emissions within the 
units to ensure air quality. 

Almost non-existent utility bills are 
balanced out by the additional costs 
associated with building such an 
advanced home. Howell estimates 
that each of the 1 800-square-foot 


units will have a market price over 
$600 000, or about $100 000 more 
than a comparable home in the area. 


DESPITE THE PRICE TAG, michael Barri- 


er, a designer at Habitat Studio who is 
working on the project, says that as 
concern about the environment con- 
tinues to grow and the cost of tech- 
nology drops, many of their design 
features could become more wide- 
spread and affordable 

“I think there’s some technology 
that we're putting into the house that 
isn’t quite there yet, but we believe 
that’s the direction it’s going,” he says. 
“{ don’t know if this will become stan- 
dard relatively quickly, but there are a 
lot of factors that can be standardized 
to increase what the current norm is 
in construction.” 


Amerongen is also hopeful about 
the move he sees in the building 
industry towards more energy-effi- 
cient houses, and says the technology 
exists to make major reductions in the 
greenhouse gas emissions associated 
with housing in Canada 

“None of the technology is all that 
new. It’s all stuff that’s been around for 
some time,” Amerongen points out 
“It’s really a matter of the intensity. with 


which we're applying it. We've had all 
of these things for a while; it’s just that 
fuel costs were a lot lower and climate 
change wasn't an issue and there was- 
n't really the compulsion to implement 
it at the level that we're doing it.” 

He adds that in addition to con- 
sumer demand and improvements in 
technology, the provincial govern- 
ment should take steps to encourage 
more buildings like this 

“It would be so much easier if it was 
easy to connect photovoltaic systems 
into the grid and sell the power back 
to the power companies at a reason- 
able price,” Amerongen says. “We're 
one of a diminishing number of juris- 
dictions where that's not an option, 
and it’s just completely inappropriate 
in a province like Alberta where we're 
producing such a high level of green- 
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3cal group plans little (green) house on the prairie 
ral ERDALE NET ZERO ENERGY PROJECT CHOSEN TO BUILD ENERGY EFFICIENT HOME IN RIVER VALLEY 


house gases. We should be leaders in 
that. We can afford to be.” 

Amerongen credits CMHC with tak- 
ing the initiative to challenge builders 
to push the boundaries 

‘W's pretty exciting to see 12 state-of- 
the-art houses going up across the coun- 
try that are going to be real beacons of 
Progress in this direction,” he says 

Howell is thrilled by the potential 
that comes from proving net zero 


energy homes are feasible, even in 
cold climates. 

"This is not at all about building one 
house. It’s all about how we can influ- 
ence society,” he says, adding that the 
group has plans for extensive public 
outreach as well as partnerships to 
share technology and encourage more 
sustainable building practices. 

“We expect to have a ton of fun 
with the house,” Howell says. “We 
expect it will blow a lot of paradigms.” 

Construction is slated to begin in 
April, with hopes that the first unit 
will be occupied by January 2008. One 
side of the duplex will be open to the 
public for up to a year to serve as a 
prototype and public outreach tool. 

Details of the project and updates 
as construction progresses are avail- 
able at www.riverdalenetzero.ca. ¥ 
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Lots to comment on again this week— 
never a dull moment in health news, no 
time for talk of chocolates or champagne 
or love or other Valentine's matters, 
though | suppose heart matters of this 
sort are as vital as health topics get. 

Canada’s Food Guide for Healthy Eat- 
ing was revamped this week and has at 
long last moved from the tired avoid-fat 
mantra of the past several decades and 
given us the okay to include healthy fats 
in our diets (for healthy hearts and 
brains and veins). Not that we have the 
good-fat, bad-fat facts straight yet 
(how's that for a mouthful?): cholesterol 
myths still abound. 

Most of us still think margarine is bet- 
ter than butter, even though (trans fats 
and omega 3/6 balance aside) years of 
eating margarine has produced no 
decrease in heart disease, and even 
though the chemical manufacturing 
process of margarine is questionable, 
and even though Becel Pro-active, touted 
as a heart disease prevention tool, had 
trouble getting Health Canada’s approval 
a number of years ago based on high 
levels of hydrocarbons and phytosterols. 

Most of us also still think the saturat- 
ed fats found in butter have an adverse 
effect on heart health, even though con- 
jugated linoleic acid (CLA) in butter has 
been shown in numerous studies to be 
heart-healthy and even an effective 
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weight-loss aid (I like this!). 

The Framingham Heart Study going 
on at Harvard for something like 50 
years (along with many other studies) 
has shown little or no association 
between diets high in cholesterol or sat- 
urated fat and the development of heart 
disease (other than, in some cases, iron- 
ically, those ingesting the least choles- 
terol showing the highest blood levels). 
But margarine is still being recommend- 
ed by doctors. 

The new guide does finally recom- 
mend vitamin supplementation—at 
least I'll stop hearing about the steady 
wisdom of nutritionists reminding us 
that we can get all the nutrition we 
need from our food if we eat well (food 
that is grown in depleted soils, engi- 
neered for travel, harvested prematurely 
and in most cases doesn’t even remote- 
ly resemble, nutritionally, the food my 
mom used to grow in our backyard). 


ON THE MENTAL HEALTH front, | was 
reminded that even though omega 3s 
have been shown to be successful in 
treating bipolar disorder, depression and 
a pile of other psychiatric problems, and 
even though SSRIs and antipsychotics 
are strongly linked to obesity, diabetes 
and suicidal tendencies, and even though 
medicine is supposed to do no harm, 
we're still prescribing them like mad. 
And even though lead and other 
heavy metal poisoning has long been 
known to cause personality changes, 
depression, learning difficulties, ADHD 
and a pile of other things, we're still 


slow to regulate industry dumping junk 
into our air and water, still turning to 
new psychiatric drugs to manage symp- 
toms, and still discounting the power of 
natural ways of getting our bodies to 
shed heavy metals. 

Speaking of lead, here's an interest- 
ing tidbit: Beethoven, who suffered 
deafness, rage and depression, was 
found to have high levels of lead con- 
centrations in his body more than 150 
years after his death. 

Still on the topic of toxicity, while 
we're arguing about bottled versus tap 
water, one parched Australian state is 
set to recycle sewage for drinking 
water. Yum ... But, really, consider the 
facts: distilled and other soft water (and 
soft drinks, which are made from dis- 
tilled water), which has had all metals 
and minerals and everything removed, 
has been strongly associated with 
increased osteoporosis, hypothyroidism 
and heart disease resulting from mineral 
loss. But bottled water is environmen- 
tally unfriendly, expensive, prone to 
higher levels of bacteria and may also 
be distilled, or even someone else's tap 
water. And tap water has been fluori- 
dated and chlorinated and everything- 
ated and contains hormones and 
antibiotics and antidepressants and 
anti-cholesterol drugs and god-knows- 
what else that slips through processing. 

So don't drink water, drink wine made 
with grapes from another planet. Or 
(maybe a wiser and more practical sug- 
gestion) use charcoal filters to get rid of 
the worst offenders in tap water. w 
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One world has walls 


& | DYER STRAIGHT 


Ss GWYNNE DYER 
& | gwyme@vueweekly.com 


If good fences make good neighbours, 
then the world is experiencing an 
unprecedented outbreak of neighbourli- 
ness, They used to wall cities. Now they 
wall whole countries. 

The latest country to start building a 
wall—sorry, a “security fence”—is 
Thailand, which has just announced 
plans to build a physical barrier along 
the most inaccessible 75 km of its fron- 
tier with Malaysia. The goal, says 
Bangkok, is to stop “terrorists” from 
crossing into Thailand's restive Muslim- 
Majority southern provinces from north- 
ern Malaysia, whose people share the 
same language and religion. If experi- 
ence elsewhere is any guide, the whole 
border will be walled sooner or later. 

India is well on the way to being 
walled (except along the Himalayas, 
where the mountains do the job for free). 
The barrier along its 3 000 km border with 
Pakistan is largely complete except in the 
parts of Kashmir where the steep and 
broken terrain precludes the construction 
of the usual two-row, three-metre-high 
fence, with concertina wire and mines 
between the two fences. And India is 
now building an even longer barrier to 
halt illegal immigration from Bangladesh. 

While India’s walls keep unwelcome 
intruders out, the barriers around North 
Korea are meant to keep North Koreans 
in. The original fortifications along the 
Demilitarized Zone between North and 
South Korea, which have been continual- 
ly improved since the ‘50s, were built 
mainly to stop infiltration by North Kore- 
an troops or saboteurs. However, the 
fence that Beijing is now building along 
its own frontier with North Korea is a pre- 
cautionary measure to stop an immense 
wave of refugees from entering China if 
the regime in Pyongyang collapses. 

The majority of the new walls spring- 
ing up around the world are there to 
stop either terrorist attacks or illegal 
immigration, but sometimes they also 
serve as a unilateral way of defining a 
country's desired borders. That is cer- 
tainly true of the 2 700 km of high sand 
or stone berms, backed by wire fences, 
mines, radar, troop bunkers and artillery 
bases, that seal off Western Sahara, 
annexed by Morocco in 1975, from the 
camps in Algeria from which many of 
the former inhabitants waged a guerrilla 
war until the 1991 ceasefire. 

It is equally true of the wall that 
\srael is building through the occupied 
West Bank. The country has long had 
heavily mined and monitored barrier 
fences along its external frontiers with 
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Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon and 
around the Gaza Strip, but the wall in 
the West Bank does not follow the 
ceasefire line of 1967. Instead it pene- 
trates deep into the Palestinian territo- 
ries at a number of points to leave 
Jewish settlement blocs on the Israeli 
side, and it cuts off (Arab) East 
Jerusalem from the West Bank entirely 

Pakistan is building a 2 400 km fence 
with Afghanistan, Uzbekistan has built a 
fence along its border with Tadzjikistan, 
the United Arab Emirates is erecting a 
barrier along its frontier with Oman and 
Kuwait Is upgrading its existing 215 km 
wall along the Iraqi frontier. But the 
most impressive barriers are certainly 
around Saudi Arabia. 


THE SAUDI KINGDOM HAS been quietly 
pursuing an $8.5 billion project to fence 
off the full length of its porous border 
with Yemen for some years, but the 
highest priority now is to get a high-tech 
barrier built along the 900-km border 
with Iraq. 

“lf and when Iraq fragments, there's 
going to be a lot of people heading 
south,’ said Nawaf Obaid, head of the 
Saudi National Security Assessment Pro 
ject, “and that is when we have to be pre- 
pared.” The new wall will include buriec 
movement sensors, ultraviolet night-vision 
cameras, face-recognition software and 
quite probably automated weapons in 
addition to the usual electrified fences, 
concertina wire, dry moats and mines. 

By comparison, the apparently endless 
debate about building a relatively low- 
tech fence along the 3 360 km US border 
with Mexico to cut illegal immigration 
seems like an echo from an innocent past 

The reason that the United States |s 
incapable of controlling its Mexican bor- 
der is political, not financial or techno 
logical: powerful domestic lobbies work 
to ensure a steady supply of “undocu- 
mented” Mexican workers who will 
accept very low wages because they are 
in the United States illegally. President 
Bush has now been authorized by Con- 
gress to build a fence along about 1 125 
km of the Mexican border, but he will 
stall as long as he can while exper! 
menting with a so-called “virtual fence.” 

No equivalent lobby operates in the 
European Union, and it is only a matter 
of time before really serious barriers 
appear on the EU's land frontiers, espe 
cially with Russia, Belarus, Ukraine and 
Turkey. The walls are going up all over 
the world, and most of them will not 
come down for a long time, if ever. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 
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your Bachelor of Arts degree from MacEwan. 


The same small class sizes, affordable 

tuition, great professors, and quality education 
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Issues is a forum for individuals and organizations 
{0 comment on current events and broader issues 
Of importance to the community. Their commentary 
is not necessarily the opinion of the 
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In dealing with climate 
change, we’re missing 
the smaller picture 


RICARD ACUNA / ualberta.ca/parkland 

After 25 years of studies, reports and 
conferences, it seems that the North 
American media, public and political 
leaders have finally reached a tipping 
point when it comes to climate change. 

Governments of all stripes, from the 
Bush White House to Conservative Alber- 
ta, are now talking about the steps they 
will take to combat the impact of humans 
on our climate. 

But this newly found climate con- 
sciousness Is raising a whole new set of 
issues, particularly in Alberta where the 
end-game for politicians seems to be 
finding a way to curb emissions without 
impacting our level of production from the 
tar sands. 

Some of the suggested “solutions” 
being offered up by the Alberta govern- 
ment and the oil and gas industry include 
“clean” coal, coal gasification, carbon 
capture and sequestration and nuclear 
energy. 

These various technologies, although 
still entirely unproven in the context of 
Alberta's tar sands, may indeed succeed 
in reducing carbon emissions a&some 
point in the not too distant future. The 
question that nobody seems to be looking 
at, however, is at what cost? 

For example, any supposed solution 
that relies on coal entirely neglects the 
real environmental impact of coal-mining 
in the first place. Yes, in theory energy 
can be obtained from coal with virtually 
no C02 emissions. But that does not 
change the fact that coal in Alberta is 
mined in huge open pits, which have a 
disastrous impact on local water sheds, 
flora and wildlife habitats. Nor does it 
address the emissions of the huge 
machines used to dig out and transport 
the coal. When you factor in the amount 
of water required to generate energy 
from coal, it really seems ludicrous that 
anyone could suggest increased use of 
coal as a way to solve an environmental 
problem. 

There are also concerns with the sug- 
gested technological silver bullet of car- 
bon sequestration—which involves 
capturing the CO2 released from indus- 
trial processes, and injecting it into 
underground rock formations. Has any- 
body looked at the long-term impacts of 
filling the ground with CO2? What 
would happen if one of those rock for- 
mations were to shift or somehow 
breach? This technology is entirely 
unproven, its long-term impacts 
unknown, and at $300 per ton of CO2 
sequestered is financially non-viable. All 
this for something that “deals” with the 
problem of emissions by literally sweep- 
ing them under the carpet. 


COST OVERRUNS IN NUCLEAR energy 


projects in Canada have been extreme, 
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with projects costing two to three times 
the amount projected, and reactors last- 
ing about half as long as estimated. The 
industry simply could not survive without 
the huge level of government subsidies it 
Teceives. 

lt is also a myth that nuclear is a 
clean source of energy. The environmen- 
tal footprint of uranium mining, the 
emissions involved in transporting urani 
um and the extreme water consumption 
of reactors make nuclear energy entirely 
non-sustainable. Add to that the ever 
present danger of a meltdown, and the 
radioactive waste that will be around for 
thousands of years, and it makes one 
seriously wonder what these nuclear 
proponents are thinking. 

All of these technologies are being 
proposed for “cleaning up” Alberta's tar 
sands, but nobody seems to be talking 
about the. environmental footprint of the 
tar sands themselves. Beyond green- 
house gases and climate change, these 
are operations that are tearing up virtual- 
ly one-third of Alberta's landscape 
destroying upwards of 3 million barrels of 
water per day and wreaking havoc on the 
health of humans and wildlife. 

Even if they could find a way to 
completely eliminate emissions from 
the mining of tar sands, these other 
environmental and health impacts 
would not only remain, they would 
actually increase given the rapid pace 
of expansion. 

The reality is that perhaps environ- 
mentalists and activists have done 
themselves a disservice. By focusing on 
climate change we have allowed the 
politicians to now “embrace” this idea 
by advocating further environmental! 
destruction in other areas—essentially 
focusing on the trees while destroying 
the forest. 

It is time that we start to push the 
envelope further. It is time to start asking 
why we are mining this dirty unsustain- 
able fuel in the first place—especially 
when we do not even “need” most of it in 
Canada. And the argument that we would 
disrupt our flow of income is just as 
fidiculous. If someone is paying $5 a shot 
to stick needles in your eye, is your first 
thought that stopping would hurt you 
financially? 

The reality Albertans and politicians 
need to face today is that, far beyond cli- 
mate change, the only way to clean up 
the tar sands and make them truly green 
is to leave them in the ground in the first 
place. Anything short of that will simply 
add to the degree of environmental dev- 
astation our planet is already facing. w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta. 
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ft keeps coming down ... beautiful fat flakes ... layer- 
ing lockdown white on roads and roadmobiles ... 
Snowed in! The fear/fantasy of childhood and 
pioneer-days lore has, in the event, nowhere near 
the romance you'd like it to have. Dreams of nothin’ 
but quilt-covered snuggling behind drifted doors 
belong in imagined days of root-cellars, Clydesdales 
and fieldstone hearths; modern snowbinding is too 
data-porous. First order of business: emailing the 
boss for telecommuted orders, work by wire. 

Still, the minute-to-minute supervisory eye isn't 
present, and the blank white prairie desolation out- 
side the farmhouse picture window doesn’t do much 
for psychological motivation; it's like a hope-deaden- 
ing glimpse into a special corner of Limbo reserved 
for unbaptized fenceposts and cowsheds. So not a 
lot of work gets done: even in the heart of Extreme 
Cyber Century 2000 a cabined-up couple finds pio- 
neer-style diversions ... like reading the Bible! 

Except our study of the Good Book consists of gig- 
glingly checking out every Chapter 4, Verse 20. 
There's not much secret stoner revelation to be had 
from this exercise—| doubt some white-Rasta hip- 
pie’s going to be using “Adha bore Jabal; he was the 
father of those who dwell in tents and raise cattle” 
(Gen 4:20) as his email signature, or his stall-wall 
tag. Eventually our Bible-reading descends into idle 
riffling of the pages in search of baby names. Which 
| guess is pretty pioneer-style, too. 

“Ym glad you're here,” my girl purred while we 
wait for the kettle to boil. “I'd be freaking out if | had 
to be by myself. Plus, | can always kill and eat you.” | 
ought to be nervous, but | know I'll never become 
lunch: having been treated at various times with 
antibiotics, vitamins and pesticides (aphid infesta- 
tion, who knew?), my ribs are incompatible with her 
chosen organic lifestyle, and, besides, we've got 
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/n case you missed it, the Oilers are on a seven- 
game road trip. And, in case you missed it, this trip 
will likely spell the difference between having a 
crack at the playoffs and requiring a miracle to get 
in. The trip started with a 3-0 loss in Boston on Tues- 
day. Six more games follow (Buffalo, Toronto, 
Ottawa, Columbus, Detroit and Minnesota) and the 
Oilers return just in time for the Feb 27 trade dead- 
line and Mark Messier’s jersey retirement ceremony. 
Exciting, no? 


THE POOP I'd always been curious if Joffrey Lupul 
(being a palindrome) was one of many or one of few 
NHL players with palindromic surnames. So | pored 
through the NHL record book, scanning the names of 
all current and former NHL players. The only other 
two players | found: Joel Otto—former Flame and 
Gary Lupul—former Canuck. It's really not that bloody 
interesting, but it took a long time to figure out. DY 


DAMN You, SCHEDULE PERSON After this seven- 
Game road trip, the Oilers will spend four games at 
fiome followed by three on the road. Then they will 
have six games at home and then six more games on 
the road to finish the season. Ten games are against 
Northwest Division rivals and five of those are 
against Minnesota. Yay. This is fun. DY 


2-12-07—Snowbound in 
Southern Alberta 


Road warriors, reunions and ugly 


plenty of supplies: enough President's Choice “Blue 
Menu” Wasabi & Honey rice crisps to last almost 
forever (mostly because they're really gross and 
we'd almost rather starve). 


IN PICTURING BEING detained by weather in a 
remote location, one likes to think of themselves 
heroically: given adequate supplies, the forced 
removal from the day-to-day bustle is imagined as a 
great chance at catching up, and self-improvement, 
at spiritual and emotional decompression. What 
really happens is you go stir-crazy almost immediate- 
ly, watching roads worsen minute by minute as the 
snow piling up around your vehicle makes it less and 
less likely you'll even get to the highway in the first 
place. The trucker landlord says he'll get a plow out 
sometime tomorrow to clear the access road. Until 
then you pace, you swear under your breath, you 
take futile “relaxation” baths, as inaccessible urban 
responsibilities quadruple in gravity. 

The real hell, though, is the accessible urban 
responsibilities, the inescapability of work. My girl's 
got herself a full-on Snow Day (Whee!}—she can't 
phone in her clients’ dinner or fax them their person- 
al care—while I'm stuck in this sort of electronic 
otherspace, physically stuck in a cosy winter cabin 
with my lover but mentally (and contractually) obli- 
gated to be halfway at work. It causes friction in the 
farmhouse, interference ... two lives 180 degrees out 
of phase. The silence of my grumpy laptop work is 
boring for her; the sound of her bored rifling through 
a lifestyle magazine is enough to crack my teeth. 

| resent that tech reality has wrecked and worki- 
fied the only chance I've had to experience old fash- 
ioned snowed-in conditions. The modern information 
worker has nowhere to run, no scenario that will 
excuse not being in touch. Sick, distant, weather- 
stuck, travelling ... as long as there's a phone line, a 
cell tower and a laptop (or, God help us, a Blackber- 
ty) in begging, borrowing or stealing distance, pro- 
ductivity is demanded and expected ... 

... Unless the power goes out! 


UNLEASHED IN THE EAST Remember when the East- 
er Conference was a tight-checking, defensive-mind- 
ed beast that would trap the life out of everybody? 
Well, nuh-uh, not anymore. The East has scored 150 
more goals than the West, and nine out of the top ten 
point leaders are from the East. Of course, it doesn't 
hurt that they get to play the Flyers so often ... 1B 


UGLY The ugliest rumour floated around last week, 
was quickly quashed and has once again reared its 
ugly head. Internet know-it-alls continue to suggest 
that Kevin Lowe is going to make a deal that would 
bring Derian Fucking Hatcher to Edmonton. Did | 
mention the word ugly? This had better be a rumour. 
Then again, if the Oilers are eliminated from playoffs 
too quickly and this is true (! doubt it) it might be 
useful to have someone in an Oilers uniform the fans 
can boo and taunt freely with no guilt. DY 


NOW LET'S REUNITE THE OILERS WITH THE PLAY- 
OFFS This will be the first year that the REAL Van 
Halen (with Diamond Dave) and The Police will both be 
touring since 1984. The Police last played Northlands 
Coliseum (that's what they used to call Rexall Place, 
kids) on August 29, 1983 and the REAL Van Halen last 
played Northlands on April 28, 1984. Then the Oilers 
won their first Cup in May of 1984. Something's gotta 
help. | fear the combined egos of Sting and David Lee 
Roth and my warm feelings of nostalgia won't. OY 


LETTER TO THE OILERS FROM DAVE'S WIFE 
HEATHER Miss the playoffs. Thanks. HH 
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It's our biggest Spring/Summer Calendar ever 
— chock-full of great ways to keep your skills 
and knowledge current and build marketable 
skills for your career. Available in stands at 
Safeway, Sobeys, 7-Eleven and Mac's stores, 
at NAIT, by mail or online. Or call us and 
we'll mail you a copy. (780) 378.5000 
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Word's getting around about 
Blundstone boots. Words like: Comfortable, durable, dry, 
easy, cool, relaxed, sensible, fun, stable and lace-free. Once 
they've had a pair, people just can’t say enough good 
things about them. Try a pair for yourself. 
Yes, these boots are made 
for talking. 
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Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Avenue - 422-2718 
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Campers Village Inc. - 10951~170 Street NW - 484-2700 
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Learn how to birth a business from the 
ground up as an Organic Entrepreneur 
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SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com 


ith its subdued outside 
appearance, wedged in 
between a very Albertan bar 


and very Albertan shops, Whyte Avenue 
restaurant Langano Skies could easily 
be another Albertan vendor. 

But once those doors swing open, it 
takes any hungry guest across the 
world to Ethiopia itself—one of the 
few restaurants in this city capable of 
doing this. It defines both Ethiopian 
cuisine and Ethiopian culture. 

AS we made our way down to the 
end of the party section of the Whyte 
Avenue strip, we finally made it to the 
calm Langano Skies. We felt at ease 
the moment we arrived; though unfa- 
miliar, the warm atmosphere was 

tly inviting and relaxing. 

We were greeted by the server and 
had a brief wait since we came just 
after the post-dinner rush. We were 
Seated at our table in a spaciously 
open dining room. 

We opened the menu, completely 
confused and feeling a little out of our 
element. The owners know that many 
Edmonton diners are unfamiliar with 
Ethiopian cuisine, so the menu tells a 
Story rather than just telling us what 
was for dinner. Inserts in the menu 


not eect about Ethiopian cui- 
sine, b ut the culture as well. 
As read, the only thing familiar 


to ial was the page for those who were 
less adventurous: Western Fare. After 


Our server saw the perplexed looks on _ 


our faces, she gladly helped teach us 


GOLDEN BIRD RESTAURANT / 12 


Learn, lunch and linger 
over Ethiopian delights 
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be | 828334 


about Ethiopian cuisine. We finally 
decided on the chicken dishes of doro 
aletcha ($9.50) and doro tibs ($12.75), 
then lightened it up a bit with the veg- 
etarian gomen wot ($8.50). 

It was a longer wait than I was 
used to in a nearly empty restaurant, 
but it was well worth it. All three dish- 
es arrived on one massive platter 
called a moseb, which was draped 
with a base of a spongy pancake-like 
sourdough crepe called ingera. We're 
told that ingera serves as the base of 
every Ethiopian meal. 

The shared platter and communal 
ingera probably wasn’t the best set up 
for a germaphobe, but thankfully for 
us it worked out quite well. 


WE DOVE INTO THE gomen wot, a 
spinach and onion dish freshened 
with a hint of garlic and teamed up 
with lyeb (a homemade Ethiopian ver- 
sion of cottage cheese). We ripped off 
sections of ingera to use as our uten- 
sils. The creamy combination of the 
spinach and lyeb was fantastic and 
began to fill us up before we gota 
chance to try the rest of the dishes. 

We began to pace ourselves so we 
could at least get a taste of the rest of 
our meals. We moved on to the doro 


NICE LEGS / 13 


tibs—a safe choice suggested by the 
server for those who are slightly terri- 
fied by the unknown. The doro tibs 
wasn’t spicy and presented a good 
substitute for stomachs that don’t 
always agree with spice. 

However, the side salad wasn’t the 
best idea for a utensil-less meal. It 
was a nice flashback to childhood 
memories of eating utensil-free, but I 
could have used a fork. 

We then indulged in the curry- 
based doro aletcha. Cooked with gin- 
ger and the Ethiopian spice nitir 
kibeh, the lighter dish was the perfect 
amount since we were nearly full up 
from sampling the others. By the end, 
we had a tower of take-out containers 
so high that it blocked our view of 
each other. We still felt the need to 
relax and enjoy some dessert. 

Going for a more Canadian style, 
we went for the chocolate brownie 
($5.50), but complemented it with an 
Ethiopian tea ($3), the house spe- 
cialty. The delicious chocolate 
brownie was pretty standard, the 
typical dessert for most restaurants. 
However, the Ethiopian tea was the 
perfect way to end our meal. Similar 
to chai, it was made on site and we 
were given a generously sized pot 
for the price. 

Not only was the dining experience 
at Langano Skies unique, it was relax- 
ing and a full-fledged cultural immer- 
sion. The glory, the beauty and the 
flavours of Ethiopia are available just 
down Whyte. w 
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A Golden Bird told me about a great Vietnamese meal 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 
dmonton’s bustling Chinatown, 
Fisstere along downtown's 
97 Street, is a fertile oasis of 
authentic Asian dining. With a smor- 
gasbord of Cantonese, Vietnamese, 
Thai and Korean cuisines, there are 
oodles of noodles to choose from. 

During Chinese New Year, these 
multifarious restaurants become the 
social centres of the Asian communi- 
ties. Though each venue has its own 
virtues, one of my favourites is The 
Golden Bird, a small Vietnamese 
restaurant that is centrally located 
and perpetually busy. Family-owned 
and operated, the Golden Bird offers 
fantastic service and great food in the 
most basic of environs. 

My brother, his wife and I slid into 
wor chairs at one of the two remain- 
ing tables last Saturday evening, 
thankful that we hadn't arrived any 
later than our prearranged 7 pm. I 
hadn’t been to the restaurant in a cou- 
ple of years, but little had changed. 
Fifteen glass-topped tables sat in the 
tiny space, with chairs for two to eight 
people apiece. The walls’ lower halves 
sported wood grain panelling; above 
hung a mish-mash of worn artwork 
and dog-eared travel posters. 

Restaurateur Chic Pham doesn’t 
need to update the décor. She, her 
husband and their son (“Huang the 
super-server”) are kept busy from 
morning to night serving the non-stop 
flow of patrons who have discovered 
this gem of Vietnamese cuisine. 
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VIETNAMESE 


Huang brought menus along with a 
complimentary pot of green tea, then 
graciously took our drink orders. My 
brother and his wife stuck with the 
tea, but I asked for a glass of Sinh T6 
(carrot juice $3.25). 

“You had to ask for that”, Huang 
said with mock disdain. Apparently it 
takes a fair number of carrots to cre- 
ate a glass of juice, but he wandered 
off with an exaggerated sigh and I 
soon heard the sound of the juicer 
grinding away. 


ALL THREE OF US enjoy squid, so we 
decided to start with an order of tem- 
pura-battered calamari ($9.95). It was 
served crispy and hot on a simple 
white plate. Small flakes of spicy red 
pepper clung to the batter, but the 
overall flavour was sweet and pun- 
gent. A side of chili sauce was a 
pleasant supplement to the delicate 
and tender pieces of squid. 

I sipped from time to time on the 
carrot juice, which turned out to be 
more of a creamy iced shake. Its 
sweetness wasn't very suited to the 
peppery appetizer, so I set it aside in 
favour of a swig of water. 

While we enjoyed the calamari, the 


DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 
(102 ave. and 100A st.) 


for reservations ph. 


426-4RMS (4767) 


Thu-Sat February 15-17 


ALTHITA 


UNNINGHAM 


Friday & Saturday, $5 Cover 


FEBRUARY 28 - SUPPERCLUB - 6P 


‘Oodles of Noodles’ 


CALL 26-4707 TOR 


FEBRUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 21, 2007 


IRVE YOUR SEATS 


kitchen was busy preparing our entrées. 
I opted for the charcoal-grilled satay 
chicken ($9.45), served with spring rolls 
on vermicelli. My sister-in-law went for 
her usual, the Five Star: five delicacies 
comingled in a heap upon a bed of 
white rice ($10.95). My brother, unwill- 
ing to tell us what he was ordering, 
waited until we had handed back our 
menus before mysteriously placing his 
order by number, then added extra 
satay (spice) for emphasis. 

All three dishes arrived just as we 
pushed the empty appetizer plate to 
the edge of the table. Our scent recep- 
tors were inundated with a massive 
influx of flavour and aroma. My broth- 
er’s overflowing dish was by far the 
most aggressive: his plate of crunchy 
vermicelli was topped with broccoli, 
carrots, peppers, onions and cauli- 
flower, then heaped with shrimp, 
squid, chicken and pork ($14.95). I felt 
the fiery sauce in the back of my 
throat from three feet away. 

My sister-in-law’s Five Star consist- 
ed of shrimp, pork, beef, chicken and 
spring rolls, served on a bed of rice 
with a side of fish sauce. She prompt- 
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According to the traditional lunisolar 
calendar, Chinese New Year begins on 
the first day of the first lunar month. 
This year Feb 18 marks the beginning 
of the year of the pig—or, more accu- 
rately, the golden pig, an event which 
only occurs once every 600 years. It is 
thought to fetch great prosperity to 
children born in this auspicious year. 
Legend has it that the first day of 
the new lunar calendar brings Nian, a 
man-eating beast from the mountains, 
who threatens to slip into homes dur- 


ly poured the bowl of sauce over the 
dish, bragging that she chose rice 
over vermicelli so she could have the 
caramelized ginger they serve atop 
their rice dishes. 

My tender slices of charcoal chick- 
en rested upon a bowl of cooked ver- 
micelli, next to bean sprouts and 
julienned carrots, which were then 
topped with sliced green onions and 
peanuts. Two of Chic’'s famous spring 
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fiorecantina.com 
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ing the night and devour the occu- 
pants. Sensitive to loud noises and 
bright colours, Nian is frightened off 
by firecrackers and lion dances. It 
scurries back to the hills and the com- 
munity is saved. 

Edmonton’s annual Firecracker 
Parade will be held on Sun, Feb 18 
along 97 Street. Many Asian communi- 
ty groups participate in the celebra- 
tions, so any restaurant in Chinatown is 
a great location from which to enjoy the 
festivities of the Chinese New Year. w 


rolls sat atop the mound and a side o! 
fish sauce added flavour to the entire 
delicious concoction. 

We argued for each of our choices 
but ultimately we were all winners 
With the possible exception of one 
piece of carrot that my brother 
claimed “made his eyes bleed” we had 
all made great selections. 
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Petit Verdot offers a moody pleasure 


|NICE LEGs 
nielegs @vueweekty com 


WAYNE THOMAS PETIT VERD 
IEN VALE, AUSTRALIA , $25 H 


in Australia, Petit Verdot is not a grape 
grown in great quantities. It is generally 
used as a blending grape to add depth to 
Merlots or Cabernets. The French tend to 
use it as a primary grape, however, and 
an opportunity to try it from another coun- 
try certainly had me hoping for the best. 

This dark, inky red wine emitted a thick 
tanniny nose with a hint of raspberry. 
Such a strong nose had me wondering if 
it would fall into “the Australian trap” 
and be way over the top. My first taste 
nearly knocked me on my ass. 

it was thick, loaded with tannins and 
lacked any identifiable fruit. | worked 
through my entire first glass: there was 
not hint of it giving way. 

After a while away from the wine, | 
returned to give it another go. | was glad 
that | did. The fruit was becoming more 
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Sitting back and satiated, my sis- 
ter-in-law decided to have a Viet- 
namese coffee ($3.25). | would have 
joined her in ordering the icy sweet 
mocha finisher, but I suspected that 
the late evening caffeine would keep 
me up for hours. As we watched her 
coffee drip slowly into the glass of 
thick condénsed milk, we all remi- 
nisced about the numerous wonder- 
ful meals we have had in Chinatown. 

On Feb 18, I'll be back downtown 
to celebrate the New Year with good 
dim sum and great company. After 
all, it’s the year of the pig—what bet- 
ter way to start it off than at the 
trough. w 
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11819 St. Albert Trail. 


455-4556 


evident and the texture of the wine began 
to relax. The flavours evolved very well 
through the palate and left a warm, tin- 
gling feeling at the back. The fact that it 
lightened so well gave me further hope 
that had | decanted it, it would have 
come out of its shell even more. 
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WHERE NO MEAL HAS GONE BEFORE 
To grab a share of the take-home cui- 
sine crowd, Wild Tangerine has 
wrapped some of their finest entrées in 
space age technology. If you can boil 
water, you can savour everything from 
the outstanding red curry chicken to 
Szechuan tofu or slow-cooked beef. For 
added cool factor, they are cooked and 


frozen fresh in the five-layer silver plas- ” 


tic bags used by NASA! Prices and 


This wine had me excited, disappoint- 
ed and surprised in the space of 90 min- 
utes. The Wayne Thomas was certainly 
not a boring wine and would likely hold 
up against a very rich meal. However, | 
wasn't blown away. For the price, France 
offers a better Verdot for the cellar. w 


selection range, so check out the Wild 
Tangerine Mobile Cuisine in Manulife 
Place or at the restaurant itself. 


WHAT WINE GOES WITH CHICKEN 
WINGS? DeVine Wines are offering 
their favourite tongue-in-cheek tasting 
again, with “Fast Food and Wine” on 
Wed, Feb 21. For only $25, they will 
pair rosés, sparklers, unusual varietals 
and full-bodied monsters with vegetari- 
an nachos, fish & chips and chicken 
wings! Turn that Burger Baron date into 
something special. Call 421.9463 or 
visit devinewines.ca. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culi- 
nary happenings around town. Got an 
event, an announcement or some 
unsubstantiated gossip? Email 
dish@vueweekly.com or fax 426.2889. 


Professional Wine 
Education for all Levels 


Wine and Spirit Education Trust (WSET) 


Wser is widely roffered to as the “Gold Standard” in global wine education 
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PEMMICAN BURGER _ 
MADE WITH GROUND BISON, DRIED ~ 
BLUEBERRIES AND SAGE. 


2) PORTABELLA MUSHROOM 
\. | BURGER sturrep with 


DRIED FRUIT & BAKED WITH 
PROVOLONE CHEESE. 
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You can find freshies, backcountry and 
character in the Kootenay wilds 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 


hitewater Winter Resort 
is renowned for its dry, 
dependable snowfalls. 


Over 10 metres of powder blanket 
Whitewater each winter. Few resorts 
have comparable snowfalls, making it 
a particularly enticing mountain in the 
Kootenays. 

I was literally on the edge of my 
seat for the 11 hour drive. southwest 
from Edmonton. Not even the terrify- 
ing Nelson pass, a 43 km climb in 
slimy wet snow at twilight, could 
dampen my spirits. 

Whitewater is located 22km south 
of Nelson, BC, on Highway 6. The 
resort offers many ski and stay pack- 
ages with various hotels in the city 
There is also a shuttle to the moun- 
tain: the First Chair Shuttle Service 
has five pick-up locations throughout 
Nelson. For $9 one way or $15 round 
trip, you will be at the base before the 
first chair departs 

Whitewater’s base elevation is 
1 640 metres and its highest peak, 
Ymir, is 2 398 metres. My husband, 


Colin, and | couldn’t see the peak 
when we arrived. A dense fog was 
squatting over the mountain. This fog 
would plague our trip throughout the 
Kootenays, shape-shifting and alter- 
ing views and conditions for five days. 

At a relatively small 1 084 acres, 
the entire U-shaped resort is usually 
visible from the base. Imagine you are 
standing in the opening of the U, fac- 
ing the curve. On your right is the 
south-facing Silver King area of the 
resort, characterized by mostly blue 
and a couple green runs. Where the U 
first begins to curve are paths to what 
is arguably some of the best back- 
country skiing available in the Koote- 
nays. Little snow had fallen in the 10 
days before my arrival, and still abun- 
dant acreage was available to be 
carved. On the left, north-facing side 
of the resort is the Summit side. Near- 
ly all the runs here are black and 
wicked. The Summit side of Whitewa- 
ter is steep, deep and intense. It is not 
for the faint of heart. 

Although groomed runs are avail- 
able, deeps, bowls and glades are the 
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three main reasons for going to 
Whitewater. Some of the pitches on 
the Silver King side are highly suitable 
for intermediate skiers wanting to get 
a good lesson in glades, but the 
majority of tree skiing at Whitewater 
is steep and stupendous. The trees are 
massive, rather wide and very old. 


MY KNEES FELT similarly old after 


making my way through the well- 


treed cliff area between Blast and - 


Blast Ski way. It took me nearly 30 
minutes, and I met with only two 
other individuals the entire time. Per- 
haps there were more people and [ 
did not see them through the pea 
soup. The trees are less dense below 
Glory Basin near the eastern border of 
the resort, and here I saw several 
more people, although there were 
fresh lines available for everyone. It 
was an eerie feeling, hearing other 
riders and skiers without knowing 


where they were. 

Bowls are indeed another reason 
to visit Whitewater. I took the tra- 
verse off the left of the Summit chair 
and hiked up to the ridge overlooking 
the entire resort. No one was within 
earshot let alone visible. The fog had 
moved further into the valley, and for 
a moment | could see all of Whitewa- 
ter and beyond. It was breathtaking— 
as was the arduous yet rewarding 
journey on which I was about to 
embark. 

I chose Whitey Houston on my iPod 
for the descent. Down through Catch 
Basin I roared, Whitey banging my 
eardrums through smooth turns into 
the Enchanted Forest. No one but 
Gravy and Mr Bell joined me during the 
complicated and very steep tree run. 

I eventually cleared the trees and 
found myself a groomed run, where 
Enchanted Forest meets Motherlode. 
Ripping down the piste after the invig- 
orating bowl and tree adventure, I 
realized I didn’t actually know what 
“motherlode” meant. 

I have since learned that the City of 
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Nelson was incorporated during the 
gold rush, and the term “motherlode” 
is an ode to those years. It was first 
coined when miners followed the gold 
in rivers upstream to discover its 
source. The source was dubbed the 
“mother” of the vein, also called 
“lode.” At Whitewater, the analogy is 
perfect: the blue run is a lead-oul 
from spectacular bowls of white gold 

Unfortunately, we did not exper! 
ence the fresh, legendary powder for 
which Whitewater is most famous 
The snow was certainly deep, but my 
daydreams of blasting through virgin 
fresh-fallen snow under clear blue 
skies would remain daydreams. ! 
hiked out of bounds off the cat track 
from the Silver King chair and within 
20 minutes found a bounty of 
untouched yet heavy snow. 

Serene and quiet, the bowl eventu- 
ally meets with the green run Sluice 
Box. You can continue into the basin 
to avoid the green run, but be aware 
of the creek at the bottom. I lost con- 
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One fish, two fish, it’s going to be Redfish 


BARBARICH / bobbi@yueweekly.com 

f you're looking fora casual din- 
] ing experience in Nelson, check 

out the Redfish Grill on Baker 
Street. The interesting diner-style 
décor features everything from pin-up 
girls and superheroes to African face 
masks and bohemian lamps. 

We arrived for a late dinner, 
although the Redfish Grill is open for 
the cheapest breakfast ($3.99) and 
junch in town. 

We started the evening with Cono 
Sur Pinot Noir, a Tuesday special at 
$4.50 per glass, and Nelson Brewing 
Company's Faceplant beer ($4.25 per 
pint). Yam fritters ($8) drizzled in a 
hot and sweet chili sauce swiftly fol- 
lowed the arrival of our drinks. The 
four fritters were not as crisp as 
would be expected, but the chili sauce 
was fantastic. 

for the main course, Redfish’s curry 
bowls stood out amongst gourmet 
burgers, Steaks and seafood. | chose a 
green curry vegetable bowl with tofu 
on noodles ($12.50), and Colin ordered 
the curry chicken mushroom bowl 
with rice ($10.99). The green curry was 
mildly warm and absolutely scrump- 
tious. Generous chunks of grilled tofu 
and steamed vegetables made for a 
satisfying meal. Colin’s curry, with its 
rich coconut cream and wild mush- 
rooms, was a hearty aprés-ski choice. 

On our way to the restaurant, I men- 
tioned to Colin I was having a very dis- 
tinct and ravenous craving fora 
chocolate brownie with a chewy, 
fudgey centre. What should be on Red- 


910 cms annual snowfall ~ Castle's new Mount Haig now OPEN 


~ new freestyle terrain ~ 650 hectares touring and extreme 
terrain ~ same great powder ~ open bowls ~ nestled in the 
southern Alberta Rockies ~ visit castlevacations.ca for great 


ski’n stay packages 403.627.5101 
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fish Grill’s dessert menu but a home- 
style brownie served warm with vanilla 
ice cream and raspberry sauce. | nearly 
melted. Forgoing the remainder of my 
curry to leave room for the brownie 
was an intelligent decision. The brown- 
ie indeed had a chewy fudgey centre 
and was beyond big enough for two to 
share. Of course, | did not. 

Barely breaking $50 with drinks 
and an appetizer, the Redfish Grill 
was a serendipitous choice. Not only 
did we leave warm and satisfied, but 


jountains 


my brownie craving was fully and 
completely laid to sweet rest. w 
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‘Sizes (radi 154 (12,6) 
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CESETTER 


10054-167 St. 


"y « oe c 
| “The largest and one of the best ski facilities in our local a 
| ©24 downhill runs that challenge skiers, snowboarders 
and snowbladers from novice to advanced 
° We have the largest and most varied terrain park around 
with a variety of rails, funboxes and hits, the superpipe 
is one of the best in Alberta 
°20 kms of exhilerating and groomed cross-country trails, 
as easy or as challenging as you choose. 
* Ski School, designed to get you skiing quicker and 
easier than you would imagine 
*Finish the day off with a snack from the chalet’s concession! 


AS 


HOURS OF OPERATION: 10:00 AM TO 4:30 PM 
Call the county office 349-3346 or the hill 698-2212 for more info 
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siderable speed once I saw the 
crooked creek, which came quickly 
under the mask of fog, and I spent a 
good 15 minutes trying to wiggle 
myself around the crafty chasm. 
Although I am a die-hard snowboard- 
er, there are times when skis would 
just be so much easier. 

Another area to explore at White- 
water is over the ridge straight off the 
Summit chair. Driving up to the 
resort, we saw several people parking 
their cars and hitchhiking to the base. 
At the end of the day, they were drop- 
ping over the ridge, skiing through 
incredible trees where virtually no 
one else would go, and hopping in 
their cars to drive home. | did not do 
the trip because the avalanche warn- 
ings were high, but judging from the 
number of locals parking along the 
road, it seemed like an awesome way 
to end the day. 

Beyond Whitewater’s backcountry 
prowess is something less tangible: 
character. Whitewater is laid-back 
and relaxed, seemingly 20 years 
behind major resorts in grandeur and 
technology. They still have the wire 
triangle and fold-over sticker system 
for lift tickets. Also symbolizing the 
yesteryear feel are the vintage chair- 
lifts. Two wooden seats are separated 


by a central bar, from which two 
small bars fold over your lap perpen 
dicular from the centre. The Silver 
King chair is actually Whistler's old 
Green chair. Whistler had the chair for 
20 years before it became part of 
Whitewater's operations in 1993. The 
Summit chair was also a hand-me 
down in 1975. These old chairs run 
pretty well, but the Summit chair 
closed mid-way through my second 
day with “technical difficulties.” 


WITH THE SUMMIT chair down, it was 
time for me to meet Colin at the rustic 
Coal Oil Johnny's Pub. Nelson Brew- 
ing Company's Faceplant and Honey 
Ales went down smoothly several 
times over before we thoroughly 
enjoyed choosing from a delightful 
array of fresh food prepared by the 
Fresh Tracks Café. The food here is so 
good that Shelly Adams, gourmet chef 
and co-owner of Whitewater, has 
written a cookbook: Pure, Simple and 
Real, Creations from the Fresh Tracks 
Café. This is not your ordinary chalet 
fare. An enticing variety of everything 
from burgers, wraps and paninis to 
curry bowls, stew and massive salads 
are available. We chose vegetarian 
chili with cornbread and the Reuben 
sandwich, both fantastic and fresh 
Folks say the food is nearly as leg- 
endary as the powder. For us howev- 
er, fresh food was a little more 
tangible than fresh snow. v 
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Follow Nelson pow 


MAKEIT A PLarren 
‘WITH & SIDE oF 
WEANS Ano pice 


$u.50 


with a giant taco 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 
kiing, riding and hiking all day at 
Whitewater works up a serious 
appetite. In that mindset, my 
husband, Colin, and I are not ones to 
balk at huge servings for cheap prices. 

Sometimes that’s the prerequisite. 

We were not, however, expecting 
to be as deliciously surprised for such 
a minute sum at El Taco. Mexican is 

. Colin’s favourite food, but it’s rare to 
find authentic Mexican food. Stum- 
bling across this gem on Victoria 
Street was close to salvation. 

El Taco is tiny and bustling. We 
ordered from the menu posted above 
our heads amidst colourful flags, 
thriving plants and margarita 
machines. Pictures of Mexican rebels 
and handmade woven art hung 
proudly on turquoise walls accented 
with red trim. A bill for one will hardly 
cost more than $10, unless you order 
from the variety of Mexican beers or 
mixed drinks. Our bill was only $25. 


BOOTY 


Colin chose three tacos: beef, chori- 
zo and fish. Each taco comes on two 
soft corn tortillas with beans, lettuce, 
guacamole and pico de gallo. Colin 
enjoyed the chorizo most. The hottest 
of the four fresh-made hot sauces was 
also his favourite, although the mild 
green salsa was a close runner-up. 

Feeling I needed something green, I 
got the taco salad and a veggie burrito, 
although I should have read the small 
print: “El Taco’s burritos weigh one 
pound, so make sure you're hungry.” 

As it turns out, I wasn’t quite hun- 
gry enough to finish the massive mix- 
ture of organic greens tossed in 
lime-cilantro dressing with tortilla 
strips, cheese, black beans, gua- 
camole, pico de gallo and sour cream. 
I finished the burrito a couple hours 
later. A fresh tortilla enclosed sea- 
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der day 


soned black beans, brown rice, lettuce 
and cheese. | added El Taco's own 
variety of hot sauces. It was seriously 
the best burrito I have ever eaten. 


WHAT STRUCK US most about El Taco 
was the authenticity, so I headed into 
the tiny kitchen to ask some questions 
Justina Langevine opened El Taco 
nearly three years ago, after spending 
more than a dozen years visiting and 
living in Mexico. Enamoured by the 
food and culture whilst recognizing the 
deficit of authentic Mexican food in the 
Kootenays, she decided to open El 
Taco with her father. 

It's been so successful they've just 
opened another restaurant in Vancou- 
ver. While advertising and competing 
for customers in Vancouver is very 
different from the small town of Nel- 
son, Justina is optimistic. El Taco is 
extremely popular and for good rea- 
son: there’s no better burrito, or taco, 
in town. ¥ 


Nelson’s Hume Hotel restores 
Victorian-era style 


BOBB! BARBARICH / bobhi@vueweekly.com 


hile in Nelson, we had the 
pleasure of staying at the 
historic Hume Hotel. Locat- 


ed at the corner of Vernon and Ward 
Streets, the beautiful landmark was 
built in 1898. 

Pictures of the original owners, J 
Fred and Lydia Hume, hang in the 
stairwell overlooking the lobby. The 
portraits are the first of many muted 
black and white photographs on dis- 
play throughout the hotel: baseball 
teams, nordic skiers, miners and oth- 
rs are featured on each level of the 
four-storey building. 

The Hume Hotel was a first-class 
hotel and the pride of Nelson at the 
turn of the 20th century. Architectural 
details such as bay windows, inset 
balconies, piazza views and a magnif- 
icent cupola symbolized the richness 
available in the gold and silver mines 
of the area. 
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But the hotel was eventually sold 
to its third owner by 1912, and in 
1929, George Benwell removed many 
of the distinctive features of the 
Hume Hotel. Without its characteris- 
tic cupola and balconies, the hotel 
was hardly recognizable. 

Benwell sold the Hume in the mid- 
"40s, and the subsequent owners 
failed to maintain previous standards. 
In a state of considerable decline, the 
hotel closed in the late ‘70s. A mas- 
sive heritage restoration project 
ensued, and in 1980, the Heritage Inn 
opened its doors. Two years ago, the 
hotel again underwent renovations to 
add a rooftop crown and outdoor 
patio—and also regained its original 
name. 

On the first level of the hotel, the 
General Store restaurant is where 


you'll be served a delicious compli- 
mentary hot breakfast with each 
night's stay. Scythes, wash barrels, 
pick axes and other implements of the 
pioneer era hang on the walls. The 
Library Lounge features the original 
brick fireplace, as well as replicas of 
the bar and intricately carved wooden 
posts as they were designed in 1898 
Also located in the hotel is Mike’s 
Place, an old English-style pub with 
the same fantastic food featured in 
the General Store and the Library 
Lounge. A liquor store, day spa, hair 
salon and nightclub are also located 
in the Hume. It almost seems the ren- 
ovations throughout the years have 
rendered the hotel larger on the inside 
than on the outside. 

With its fine attention to Victorian- 
era detail, the Hume Hotel is nothing 
short of charming. And it’s even more 
enjoyable when you see your bill: 
double rooms start at a mere $99. W 
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RON YAMAUCHI / rony@vueweekly.com 

t was a day of firsts: first sunny 
[ day in a week, a 10-year-old’s first 

time on skis and my first piece for 
Vue. My daughter Sophie and I were 
jazzed for days. We barely got our 
breakfast down. We excitedly cranked 
the tunes on the drive up from the city. 

Fortunately, getting to Mount Sey- 
mour takes no skill whatsoever. It’s 
an easy, 40-minute scoot from our 
place in East Vancouver: across the 
Second Narrows bridge, up Mount 
Seymour Parkway, on a well-marked, 
bare road. No worries. 

The weather guy chirpily 
announced that it is 4 C, but it felt 
warmer as we rolled into the parking 
area. Despite the great weather on a 
Saturday morning, there were only a 
couple dozen cars ahead of us. We 
parked just a few metres from the 
handful of buildings that contain 
guest services, the Ski Shop and two 
restaurants. 

After getting Sophie rigged up with 
rental gear (the fleet is brand-new, 
with Head skis and Atomic snow- 
boards) and off to her drop-in ski les- 
son, I met with Andy Boniface, the 
mountain's media relations guy. He 
asked me what I thought of the place. 
I told him that I didn’t know Seymour 
yet, but that the terrain park (visible 
from the rental shop) looked impres- 
sive, and that I hoped it would be a 
good place for my kid to learn to ski 

“You nailed that on the head,” 
Boniface says. Those are Seymour's 
main markets; new riders and youth 
who want to try urban-inspired fea- 
tures. In fact, he says, the glistening 


Mount Seymour doesn’t 
disappoint first-timers 


half-pipe that | was somewhat nerv- 
ously peering at is only the “rookie 
park;” the larger “pro park” runs half 
the length of Mystery Peak, the 
busiest of Seymour's three chairlifts. 
Locally, Seymour is also known for 
hosting events, like music festivals, 
terrain park exhibitions, and the 
upcoming Spring Fest BBQ. They also 


MT SEYMOUR 


sponsor a cinema series on mountain 
life and culture: the 10th Annual Van- 
couver International Mountain Film 
Festival, running Feb 16 - 24 at the 
nearby Centennial Theatre. You can 
even rent a yurt (a small tent), to do 
whatever it is one cares to do in a yurt. 


IT SOUNDS PRETTY COOL, but what is 
the mountain actually like? I headed 
off to the Lodge Chair to take ina 
couple of green runs. | was pretty 
worried about the years of rust that 
accumulate when one marries and 
has children with someone who does- 
n't ski. At least the altitude (Seymour 
is the highest of the three Vancouver- 
area mountains) makes for a nice, 
deep base—300 cm on the day of my 
visit—so I didn’t have to worry about 
hitting any rocks, just trees and peo- 
ple from forgetting how to turn. 
Miraculously, the first runs were 
smoother than I had dared to hope. I 
found my balance and edges, and the 
boots were still comfortable, though I 
am wondering if I got out all of the 
spiders. The blue-rated Trapper John’s 
has an interesting steep finish. The 
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width of Chuck's Place invites people 
to try new skills, from newbies 
ploughing furrows with their chins to 
the twin-tip crowd casually sailing 
backwards with obnoxious élan. 

But a few warm-up runs were 
enough. Not liking the shade of the 
lower bowl section, which is icy from 
lack of fresh snowfall, | made for the 
top of the mountain. 

To get there, one rides the Mystery 
Peak Chairlift, then takes a shor! 
detour to the Brockton Chairlift. Both 
are duals—no quads at Seymour. Bu! 
there are no particularly long lineups, 
either. The rides gave me a chance to 
fiddle with my gear and to observe 
the boarders doing their tricks on the 
upper terrain park. 

Finally, the peak—and it was good 
In the thin morning sunshine, the 
snow was soft, but not slushy. Pock- 
ets of untouched snow laid just out o! 
bounds; judging by the visible tracks 
some of the foolhardy or adventurous 
were walking even higher, into the 
Provincial Park. 

There’s no need to hurdle the bar- 
riers to find interesting areas 
though. Sure, the website (mountsey- 
mour.com) reveals that it’s a fairly 
compact park, with 24.4 hectares 0! 
sport area, a vertical drop of 330 ™ 
and 21 trails altogether, the longes! 
running 1.6 km, But the naturally 
swooping contours of the mountain 
create dramatically steep bits when- 
ever you want them (and sometimes 
when you don’t: the Brockton Gully 
sign belied its green circle by point- 
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HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
ortress has announced a limited 
Frevenire and I mean limited. First 
rule is you need winter tires or 
chains to qualify for the road access. 
If your car isn’t properly equipped, 
there is a parking lot at Fortress Junc- 
tion and bus service will be available 
from 8 - 11 am to shuttle you up to 
the slopes. 
At first, only the Canadian chair 
will be open but they are anticipating 
the back side chair will be running 


= FORTRESS 


soon. Because the lodge remains 
closed, amenities are limited. A 
warm-up tent is located at the base of 
the Canadian and there will be 
portable toilets nearby. There is no 
restaurant so you must bring your 
own food and sandwiches but drinks 
will be sold at a small kiosk. 

This is starting to sound like a 


real backcountry adventure. It may 
even appeal to some. You won't find 
any groomed runs here. Either they 
don't have a groomer or an operator 
hired to run the machines, but for 
now, all skiing will be au naturale 
And with the pow they’ve been 
receiving, that sounds like a good 
thing. Maybe they can build a bon- 
fire to really warm things up. For 
new hours of operation, you better 
check their website at www.ski- 
fortress.ca. W 


For smooth turns, caress the bumps 


=|SKI TIPS 


COLIN CATHREA 
S colin@vueweekly.com 


A ski slope is rarely smooth and this can 
be a beneficial thing. Bumps and rolls are 
very good places to initiate turns, espe- 
cially if the snow is thick and heavy, or if 
you are tired. You can use any part of 
uneven terrain to lift your body weight 
and better enable balanced, smoothly 
transitioned turns. 

| notice as | get a little older, that 
bumps and rolls are becoming more fre- 
quently part of my line down the moun- 
tain—not the in-your-face mogul skiing 
that sends your knees into fits of agony, 


Ski/é 


but the kinder gentler use of terrain 
changes. 

My first and final few runs of the day 
are always at about 50 per cent of full 
tilt. Not so much in speed, but in the 
amount of drive | put into the turns. Any 
terrain change can unweight your skis 
and start a new turn. Even a small little 
blip on the snow can help get you up and 
ready to start the next move. 

When we encounter heavy snow of 
any kind (windblown to spring cement), 
terrain change can be used effectively for 
getting our skis up towards the surface 
and ease the torque encountered. In fact, 
this is very effective in the afternoon on a 
warm spring day. 

| know I'm tired at the end of the day 


when all | do is look for my little bump 
friends to help in every turn. However, 
using terrain can be an incredible chal 
lenge as well. In downhill racing, the ter 
rain can quickly change from friend to 
foe. If racers use the rolls and bumps to 
their advantage, runs are fast and bodies 
stay intact. Screw up on that big roller at 
140 km/h and say goodbye. 


WE MERE MORTALS can use folling ter 
rain as a thrill ride to give us a feeling of 
weightlessness. It aids the skier in mak 
ing nice high-speed turns. Nakiska and 
Panorama are two of my favourite resorts 
to “ride the rolls.” 

You want to time your turns so you're 
coming across the hill approaching the 
roll. As you reach the crest, let your body 
weight release and roll over into the new 
turn. As you come around and the terrain 
flattens, the increased pressure caused 
by the compression will make the skis 
bite into the snow. This is much more evi- 
dent with the new carving skis. 

Timing is everything, so look ahead and 
time your tum with the roll of the hill. | have 
loaded so much pressure on my skis they 
have shot forward from underneath my cen- 
tred balance point leaving me sitting back 
and recovering before | could start another 
turn. This, by the way, had nothing to do 
with the strength of my abs. w 
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ing to a shortcut slope that had to 
have a 50-degree angle). 

I will say that aggressive skiers 
might be disappointed with the lack 
of bumps on the pistes. Blasting 
down a couple of black diamond 
runs, | didn’t encounter any real 
moguls. Cliff House and Stern’s 
Stairway are fast, and pretty narrow, 
but not especially technical. 

On the other hand, Seymour 
seems as good as advertised for 
snowboarders. There are lots of 
jumps, steeps, and hidden gullies on 
the trails, and the terrain parks offer 
ramps, bowls, and grind rails (some 
decorated by local graffiti artists 
brought in by the mountain). 

Handily, I ran into a guy on the 
Brockton lift who turns out to be a 
pro snowboarder by the name of Jeff 
Keeltey. He loves it here, and has set 
up a school for boarders. After rid- 
ing all over the world, he returned 
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to Mount Seymour for love, declar- 
ing it to be the best little mountain 
in the world. 


SOPHIE'S LESSON ENDED at noon. Her 
eyes sparkled as the instructor told 
me that Sophie's the best first-time 
skier she’d seen in years—already 
doing parallel, and holding her own 
on blue runs. After hitting the cafete- 
ria for grub (it’s a pretty basic burg- 
ers ‘n’ fries setup), we spent the rest 
of the afternoon hitting run after run. 


At suppertime, I decided to split, 
even though the kid wanted to go 
into the night. With more than three- 
quarters of the runs lit for night ski- 
ing (the mountain closes at 10 pm), 
it was theoretically possible, but 
common sense and blisters told me 
that we were going to be sore 
enough the next day. Which, in fact, 
was the case. The next day was 
spent alternating between hot baths 
and ice packs. But it was still the 
best first day ever. v 


SELECTED 
SHOES 


Jan can in Switzerland 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
ast weekend at the World Ski 
[_stanvicnsins in Switzer- 
land, Calgary’s Jan Hudec 

stood proud on the podium with a 
silver medal draped around his neck 
Amazingly, this is the highest finish 
by a Canadian male at this event and 
considering all the past great racers 
like Read, Podborski, Brooker and 
Irwin, this is quite a feat 

Interestingly enough, Hudec and 
several of his teammates are now 
sporting freshly shaved Mohawks 
because they lost a bet with their 
trainers. I'm guessing the trainers felt 
really good about the wax they were 
spreading on the boards—unlike the 
Austrian team, who finished without 
a downhill medal for the first time in 
10 years 

Besides winning a medal there are 
other upsides to finishing on top. The 
Canadian team is staying in a four- 


bedroom apartment and there aren't 
enough beds to go around. Previo 
to this race, Hudec, being the only 
one who hadn't yet won a medal on 
the World Cup circuit, had drawn the 
floor. I'm guessing he gets promoted 
to the king size really quick 

Note: This is the same race where 
a syringe in the Italian’s ski team’s 
wastebasket stuck a cleaning lady 
The alleged vitamin shots apparently 
were of no help because the highest 
finish by an Italian was 11th. v 
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Rabbit Hill — ee eee 


ily Day pass only $99 
Snow — 60cm hase, 5cm of new snow, all lifts and runs open; 


conditions: excellent 
Sunridge — 60cm base, Scm of new snow, all lifts and runs open; snow- 
tubing park open Friday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 


Olympic Park — 100cm base, 15cm of new snow, all lifts open; 
half-pipe closed Jan 31- Feb 16 
Castle Mt. — 93-315cm base, 20cm of new snow, 67 runs open; best 


skiing on machine groomed runs 

Lake Louise — 165-178cm base, 28cm of new snow, all lifts and 139 
Tuns open; Telus Terrain Park open 

Marmot Basin — 119cm hase, Sem of new snow, all lifts and main runs 


open 
Mit Norquay — 140cm base, 22cm of new snow, all lifts and runs open; 


night siaing every Friday 

Nakiska — 50-Sicm base, 20cm of new snow, 5/6 lifts and 25/28 runs 
open; both terrain parks are now open 

Sunshine — 165cm base, 26cm of new snow, all lifts and 107 runs 
open; Burton snowboard demo this Sunday + Monday 

Tawatinaw — 24 downhill runs open, ski hill open Sat. and Sun. 10:00 — 
4:30; family events are planned for Family Day! 


B.C. 
Apex (Penticton) — 168cm base, Bem of new snow, all ifs and 67 runs 


open 
Big White (Kelowna) — 20cm base, 18cm of new snow, 118 runs 
open: night skiing Tue-Sat 

Fairmont (Kootenay Rockies) — 79-119cm base, 8cm of new snow, all 
lifts and runs open 

Fare (Konanay Rocks) — 257-269em base, 35cm of new snow, 105 
runs open; Solomon's Demo Day Feb. 21 

Kicking Horse (Golden) — 183cm base, 33cm of new snow, 106 runs 
open (subject to avalanche control) 

eae ery ela 18cm of new snow, 
80 runs open; night skiing 

ripen rem rr — 284cm base, 8cm of new snow, 
60 runs open; snowshoe tour this Fri. and Sat. 

Panorama (Invermere) — 84-123cm hase, 18cm of new snow, 120 trails 
& bowls open; half-pipe is open and in great shape 
Powder King (Pine Pass- northem BC) — 178-339cm base, 1m of 
new snow, new Salomon equipment has just amived! 

Powder Springs (Revelstoke) — 128-288cm base, 15cm of new snow, 
27 runs open 

Red Mt (Rossland) — 185cm base, 8cm of new snow, 5 lifts and 16 


nuns open 

Silver Star (Vernon) — 185cm base, 20cm of new snow, 114 runs open; 
51k of X-country terrain 

Sun Peaks (Kamloops) — 149cm base, 29cm of new snow, 121 nuns 
open; First Tracks breakfast in AM 

Whitewater (Nelson) — 267cm hase, 26cm of new snow, 14 groomed 
funs open; avalanche skills training course Feb. 16-18 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 266cm base, 30cm of new snow, 88 groomed 
runs open, record breaking snowfall: 32ft (and counting) since Nov. 1! 


U.S.A 


Big Mt (Whitefish, MT) — 85-194em base, 23cm of new snow, 93 runs 


open 
Big Sky (Montana) — 133-200cm hase, 35cm of new snow, 3800 acres 
of open terrain on 150 trails 

a Mt (Michigan) — 175cm base, no new (real) snow, 45 slopes 


ri North (Chewelah Peak, WA) — 259-384cm base, 28em of new 
snow, 68 runs 0} 

Great Divide (Marysville, mls 68-93cm base, 20cm of new snow, 80 
runs open, tickets just $20 

Lookout Pass (ID-MT border) — 198-315cm base, Bem of new snow, 
Mardi Gras festival this Sunday 

Mt Spokane (northem WA)— 147-224cm base, 5cm of new snow, 45 


runs open 
Schweitzer Mit. (Sandpoint, 1D) — 
Starlight Race Series- Friday nights in February 
Silver Mt. Resort (Kellogg, ID) — 153- Dollem base, 5cm new snow, 63 


Tuns open 
Sun Valley (Idaho) — 90-133cm base, Sem of new snow, 45 runs open: 
world’s largest computerzed snowmaking system (645 acres) 


All conditions accurate as of Feb. 14, 2007 


130-260cm base, 10cm of new snow: 
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The Ice Palace has got nothing on Dubai 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

ecently I received an email 
R icoictin a spectacular ski 

slope dubbed, “What you can 
do with money.” The pictures were of 
an indoor ski resort built in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. I had to check 
this out and quickly found the web 
page at skidxb.com. 

Ski Dubai is an elevated 22 000- 
square metre facility built 85 metres 
above a parking lot in a country 
where the average summer tempera- 
ture is higher than 40 degrees for 
months. 


= DUBAI 


Inside the ski resort the tempera- 
ture is maintained at -1 degree— 
except for when they are making 
snow, then they lower it to -8 degrees 
and turn on the guns, There are five 
runs, the longest of which is 400 
metres. Amazingly enough, there’s 
even a quad chair providing access to 
the top. 

They even lay claim to the world’s 
first indoor black run so there must 


Treat your Valentine to some 


One night at the 
Banff Caribou 
Lodge & Spa 


Two 45 min massages at 
the Red Earth Spa 


Dinner for two at 
The Keg. 


*NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. 
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 


TAXES AND GRATUITIES ADDITIONAL. 


be an elevator shaft in there some- 
where. 

For pricing, I had to go to an AED 
to Canadian dollar converter and | 
quickly discovered that prices were a 
little steep, but for local residents in 
an oil-rich country they were proba- 
bly reasonable. 

A single day pass is $80, which 
includes all your gear and even cloth- 
ing like ski pants and jacket. An inter- 
esting note is that the socks are 
classified as disposable, and | guess 
that’s true because who wears socks 
in the desert? w 
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ocal playwright finds purrfect fit in Teatro 


SOME THINK FELINES ARE THE CAT'S MEOW, BUT HOW MANY DOES IT TAKE TO MAKE A HOUSE OF CATS? 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
onsidering how rough life as a 
playwright can be, it’s close to 
amazing that Edmonton 

seems to boast about one for every 

square block. From your established, 
big-name award-winners like Vern 

Thiessen and Mieko Ouchi to your 

writer/actors like Darrin Hagen and 

Chris Craddock to the endlessly 

swelling ranks of the aspiring play- 

wright, the city is packed with them, 
which is its own sort of contributing 
factor to the hardship. 

Given the densé population, the 
frequent calls to produce more local 
work are understandable: of the 
seven major professional theatre 
companies with their own stages— 
The Citadel, Theatre Network, North- 
ern Light, Shadow, Teatro La 
Quindicina, Catalyst and Azimuth— 
there might be a dozen new local 
works each year, and those can and 
often are eaten up by children’s plays, 
collaborations and in-house play- 
wrights. Independents, co-ops and 
homeless companies like Workshop 
West and Image offer some other 
options, but as often as not, they’re 
producing outside work, too. 

The toned-down local flavour hap- 
pens for a reason, of course—Edmon- 
ton audiences would miss a lot if we 
never looked beyond our borders, 
obviously—but that doesn’t make life 
any easier for Edmontonian play- 
wrights. The ink-stained masses will 
probably rejoice a little in solidarity to 
hear, then, that the newest show from 
Varscona mainstays Teatro La 
Quindicina will be Cathleen Root- 
Saert's House of Cats: the first show 
in the company’s history written by a 
local writer who's not already a mem- 
ber of the company. 

“It's a brand new initiative on their 
Part to commission and produce a 
mew comedy by an Edmonton writer 
every season,” explains Rootsaert, 
who's been working with artistic 
director Stewart Lemoine on the play 
since the summer. “I’m really excited 
they're doing it—I'm glad I get to do it, 
too, but I really like that they're doing 
it in general, because there's really no 
better mentor for writing comedies in 
Edmonton than Stewart Lemoine, and 
this is a company that knows how to 
put them on, too.” = 


OF COURSE, Lemoine and Quindicina 
could scarcely have picked a better fit 
to kick off their endeavour. Not only 
does Rootsaert boast an impressive 


Playwriting resumé, including the Ster-_ 


ling-nominated Make Me, the Sterling- 
winning Mama Mia! Me a Mama? and 
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HOUSE OF CATS 

DIRECTED BY STEWART LEMOINE 

WRITEN BY CATHLEEN ROOTSAERT 
SAG HSBC, AMAA 
URN HE (10323-69AENUE, 
s17-50 


Lat 
— 
co 
cc 
oO. 


the 2005 Alberta Playwriting Competi- 
tion winner Abigail in Twilight, she’s 
also a damn funny person. She got her 
start with Rapid Fire Theatre, but really 
hit her comic stride with Edmonton's 
infamous Three Dead Trolls in a Baggie, 
not to mention, of course, her regular 
work with Die-Nasty!, a nice kind of 
coda that offers an obvious in to the 
Quindicina familia. 

It's no surprise, then, that House of 
Cats comes across as a pure Lemonian 
screwball. It follows the adventure of 
Malcolm Bailey (Chris Bullough, also 
in a Teatro debut), the slightly sad- 
sack Edmonton bylaw officer who's 
been tasked with talking to elderly 
shut-ins Anna Wentworth (Davina 
Stewart) and Helen Shewchuck 
(Leona Brausen) about their ever-bur- 
geoning menagerie of cats. Nothing is 
ever that easy, of course, and Bailey 
ends up embroiled in a lot more than 
he, or the women, can handle. 

For Rootsaert, the play is a chance 
to take a look at, in an admittedly 
“Bugs Bunny” kind of way, something 
that has a unique relevance in her life, 
especially considering she admits 
she's allergic to felines. 

“The house | live in now, the 
woman who lived there just before us 
actually tried to tame feral cats,” she 
explains, nose wrinkling a little bit in 
memory. “In the summer, our house 
still smells like a cat box, even though 
they've done the whole blue light, 
spraying thing. There are actually 
scratch marks up the walls, though— 
these cats were literally climbing the 
walls trying to get out. | think it’s real- 
ly fascinating that someone would try 
to do something like that.” 

Even more fascinating for Root- 
saert has been finding out exactly 
how many people have actually been 
affected by a cat house at some point 
in their life. It’s something of a stock 
crazy stereotype, but it’s grounded in 
a lot more truth than you'd think, 
according to Rootsaert. 

"It's amazing how many people 
have come out of the woodwork with 
stories since I’ve started on this. 
Davina apparently knows someone. 
Belinda [Cornish] and Mark [Meer, her 
Die-Nasty! compatriots] have a friend 
with 10 cats, or something, and Cathy 


Derkach actually has her kids babysat 
by the kids of a person with a bunch 
of cats,” she explains, taken aback by 
the sheer number of people who go 
crazy for kittens. “It’s not just a 
lifestyle, it’s a passion for them. 

“It really sort of brings up the ques- 
tion of at what point does something 
become crazy, though,” Rootsaert 
continues, noting that she explores 
that kind of idea in the play (Malcolm 
is a vegetarian and a computer geek, 
something the older women just won't 
understand), mostly because she can’t 
wrap her head around it. “Really, 
though, most people who have a cat 
have more than one, but at what point 
does it get to be crazy? Is 10 cats too 
many, or is that acceptable? | guess 
maybe | should ask the cat people.” 


ETERNAL QUESTIONS about cat owner- 


ship aside, the play really is a comedy 
in the purest sense of the word, and it’s 
been that side of things that’s tended 
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to occupy Rootsaert’s mind for the past 
few months. She's obviously got ample 
experience making people laugh, so it 
shouldn't be too hard, although she 
admits knowing what you're getting 
into is a bit of a blessing and a curse 
when it comes to writing funny. 

“I've been doing it for so long, I’m 
one of those people now who doesn't 
actually laugh at things, but just sort 
of recognizes when they work. Like, 
‘Yep, that was funny,’ she imitates 
with a stone nod. “The only things I 
really laugh—well, like, to me, Ameri- 
ca’s Funniest Home Videos is the funni- 
est show on television, because it’s 
that kind of unexpected stuff that you 
could just never get away with if you 
planned it. Written comedy just works 
or it doesn't—a kid falling over the 
edge of a pool, or a cat slipping off a 
tree, that’s hilarious.” 

Fortunately, Rootsaert’s written 
comedy should work rather well even 
in the absence of unintentional slips, 


thanks in no small part to the talented 
crew she mentioned above. From 
Lemoine’s direction to Brausen’s 
madcap energy, Rootsaert knows 
she's put her work in good hands 

“They're naturally funny people; 
they can just read the script and tune 
into the rhythm of the humour. Leona 
could see how the jokes were going 
to go from the first time she picked it 
up,” Rootsaert says, though she also 
admits she has the advantage of 
being familiar with the Teatro style 
and all that entails 

“I know their audience, I know I 
couldn’t get away with some dark 
serial-killer black comedy, but I'm 
friends with them and I work with 
them regularly, so I have an idea of 
how they were going to take it. I could 
sort of hear their voices in my head as 
I was writing it, so it was basically like 
I got a chance to see the play before 
anyone else did, which believe me 
helps a lot." v 
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Hockey Mom, Hockey Dad 
parent many a kid’s reality 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
hough it’s an actorly virtue to be versa- 
| tile, there's a certain something to be 
said for playing your type: surely, if noth- 
ing else, it’s just not fair that actors should 
always get to be putting on someone else's skin. 

Or at least that's the lesson Sharla Matkin 
and Fred Zbryski seem to be learning: as the 
pair explains, their roles in Theatre Network’s 
upcoming Hockey Mom, Hockey Dad tip a 
little closer towards real life than most charac- 
ters they play. 

“Brad [director Moss] is very good at casting,” 
chuckles Matkin, eyeing Zbryski with a smile. 

“Geez, | was just thinking of that today, that 
I'm going to have to explain to my son that it’s 
not actually me up there, that I’m just playing a 
mid-30s single dad,” says Zbryski as he shakes 
his head. “Actually, I've been on both sides of 
it, too. I remember getting told the exact same 
things Teddy is saying—or, | guess, yelling—to 
the kids, and his position obviously hits home 
for me.” 

Not that Matkin is stretching believability to 
the limit herself. 

“Fortunately, my character knows absolutely 
nothing about hockey, but wants to support her 
son, though she just really wishes he would 
want to play PlayStation instead,” explains 
Matkin, who's got the whole shocked-by-hock- 
ey part of the role down pat, too 

“I just can’t believe some of the stories the 
two of them have been telling me. It’s not even 
the players, really—some of the things parents 
said. I have no idea how kids get through some 
of that.” 


THE VERISIMILITUDE should serve them well: as 
much as Hockey Mom, Hockey Dad captures the 
little vagaries of being a sports parent—from 
inter-team rivalry to the lifesaving of clutching a 
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coffee—it's far more about two people who've 
both been hurt trying to get on their feet again. 

Gregarious, booming Teddy (Zbryski) wants 
nothing more than to show his tubby son the 
family life again, while the quiet, damaged 
Donna (Matkin) is as nervous about a new 
relationship as she is about her equally 
reserved son surviving on the ice. 

It’s the reality of each parents’ struggles— 
whether it’s with raising their kids or just deal- 
ing with each other—that strikes both Matkin 
and Zbryski deepest about the play, and the 
tenderness of a relationship that grows out of 
nothing more than staring at the same patch of 
ice for the same stretch of time. 

“Mike Melski supposedly based it on an inci- 
dent from his childhood, where a coach and a 
parent were dating, and you can see that in 
how deep the characters are,” explains Zbryski. 
“Teddy can really go from this intensity, 
where's he yelling at players and other fans, to 
this tenderness, holding hands sort of thing, 
and it all works. He really comes across as a 
guy with a big heart who just can’t quite do the 
right thing all the time.” 

“You really end up understanding both of 
them,” adds Matkin. “They'll have a disagree- 
ment, and you'll hear one side, and think, ‘Yes, 
Donna, you're completely right.’ Then you hear 
the other, and it’s, ‘Yes, Teddy, you're com- 
pletely right.’ They're just these real people, sit- 
ting in a hockey rink, trying to get by, and I 
really like that.” vw 
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It’s not easy being 
The Constant Wife 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweokly.com 


hen you're looking through the art 
of the past, it’s not all that uncom- 
mon to get shocked by some of the 


ideas being espoused. Taming of the Shrew, for 
instance, has a shockingly repulsive take on 
the role of women; most of Kipling’s oeuvre is 
so racist Al Jolson practically looks like an 
NAACP spokesman. 

But to be shocked by the progressiveness of 
an idea in a work from days gone by is some- 
thing truly out of the ordinary. So, when 
Edmonton actress April Banigan first read the 
script of Somerset Maugham’s The Constant 
Wife, she wasn’t sure if she was more sur- 
prised by Maugham’s take on marriage, or the 
fact that his take was written 80 years ago. 

“Some of the things he says are still kind of 
‘wow’ moments, where you're just taken aback 
by what he’s saying, even now—never mind 
what it must have been like then,” explains 
Banigan over the phone in between rehearsals. 

“His take on marriage—that’s it’s basically 
just this arrangement, there doesn’t need to be 
any emotion to it—for instance, that’s just kind 
of shocking. He says all these sorts of uncon- 
ventional things, and I think they're going to 
make some people wonderfully uncomfort- 
able.” 

Wonderfully uncomfortable is a nice way of 
putting it: Maugham’s play wraps its knife in 
ribbon and lace, spitting a dry kind of vicious- 
ness out while keeping things properly British. 

It follows Constance (Brenda Robins), a 
woman perfectly aware of her husband's 
(Kevin Bundy) infidelities with her best friend 
Mary-Louise (Banigan), but also perfectly 
accepting of it: to her a married woman is 
nothing but “a prostitute who doesn’t deliver 
the goods” (one of several bon mots the play is 
known for), anyway, and she’s got other things 
to worry about. 


FOR BANIGAN, one of the best things about the 
play is the way Maugham wraps everything up 
in the veneer of proper social graces, keeping 
the characters guessing almost as much as the 
audience as to what's really going on behind 
everyone else's bright eyes and big smiles. 

“It's deceiving, these people are rarely 
speaking directly to one another,” she explains. 


“It took us a lot of time to try and figure out’ 


who was being honest in each scene, so | think 
the audience is going to have fun guessing 
what's actually being said.” 

No doubt the most confusing character for 
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most of the audience will be Constance. As 
Banigan admits, her excessive rationality is 
hard to wrap your head around: Constance 
makes a lot of sense if you can put aside your 
emotional baggage, but that’s a pretty big if. 

“It’s almost scary how unromantic and 
unsentimental Constance is, but really, she’s 
just being unbelievably pragmatic—and kind of 
refreshingly confident—about the whole thing,” 
explains Banigan, who points out that she’s 
given Constance’s outlook some thought, but is 
fairly certain she couldn't pull it off herself. 

“It makes sense to me on a theoretical level, 
but—well, I'm an emotional woman, | think 
most of us are fairly emotional, and I know | 
wouldn't have the constitution to act like she 
does. That makes her pretty fun, though.” v 


Dancing Joni trades a 
dance for a message 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 

il eyes were on Calgary last 
A weekend for the highlight of 

Alberta Ballet’s 40th 
anniversary season, the world pre- 
miere of a rare collaboration with 
legendary Alberta-born musician 
Joni Mitchell. 

The highly anticipated work, 
based on artistic director Jean Grand- 
Maitre's choreography, and set to 
Mitchell’s music and visual art, 
comes to Edmonton this weekend 
(Feb 16 & 17). 

The event gave Alberta’s dance 
community reason to lay claim to a 
world premiere that the whole world 
was truly interested in seeing. Around 
the globe, devotees of the music and 
dance worlds were curious about 
Dancing Joni & Other Works. 

However, the pre-show media 
frenzy revolved less around the 
“other works"—George Balanchine's 
ballet Serenade—and more around 
Mitchell, when writers the world 
over clamoured to score interviews 
with the legendary singer. 

It almost seemed as if the ballet 
might be swallowed up by the larger 
attention to its famous musician. 

But the Mitchell work, titled The 
Fiddle and the Drum won some very 
Positive reviews in the dance world, 
proving that the company could live 
up to the high expectations. 

Kaija Pepper from The Globe and 
Mail wrote: “{Grand-Maitre] avoided 
choreographing literal movements to 
words, and his choreographic rela- 
tionship to the music was occasion- 
ally stunning. [He] created streams 
and eddies of constantly flowing 
movement, filling the sage with eye- 
catching dance.” 


“| TRIED TO GET into the composer's 
world, to understand her words and 
music,” explains Grand-Maitre, who 
talked at length with Mitchell about 
interpreting the nine recorded songs 
used in the show, including two that 
are new. 

Mitchell then spent a week in the 
Studio fine-tuning the choreography 
with Grand-Maitre before the show. 
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She also created a visual set for 
The Fiddle and the Drum. Mitchell has 
always considered her lesser-known 
visual art as equally important as her 
music. Although she once told The 
Globe and Mail that she sings her 
sorrow and paints her joy, Grand- 
Maitre says that she’s been through 
some radical changes. It seems that 
now she paints only her sorrow. 

In a bid for world peace, Mitchell 
decided that the theme of the show 
would revolve around images of war 
and environmental destruction. She's 
created a stunning video, described by 
Grand-Maitre as a choreography in 
itself, that will be projected onto 
screens suspended above the dancers. 

The images are jade green, inspired 
by the colours that resulted when 
Mitchell's old TV screen partially 
broke down one day, revealing dis- 
torted negative images and colours. 
This also inspired the colours for the 
costumes, which are mostly body 
paint with minimal clothing. 

“Why not?” says Grand-Maitre. 
“Beautiful, muscular bodies are the 
best costume!” And the body paint- 
ing effectively gives the dancers, 
who represent soldiers in battle, a 
sense of vulnerability. 

Watching the excitement in Cal- 
gary last week, it was impossible to 
ignore the more friendly battle for 
superiority that rages between 
Edmonton and Calgary. Even though 
the dance premiered in Calgary, per- 
haps the competition was neither 
won nor lost. 

After all, Alberta Ballet’s roots are 
here, and without Edmonton and 
Ruth Carse, who founded the compa- 
ny in our city 40 years ago, perhaps 
there never would have been a 
Dancing Joni and so many other 
works. 

Peace. W 


Thanks to the fearless bastard! 


& | DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 
tirtylaundry @vueweekly.com 


DIE-NA 


The Die-Hards thought of the 500(!) 
times either themselves or an incarna- 
tion of themselves frolicked in the antics 
of a wonderfully particular venue. 

But all the glory aside, it was Colise- 
um handyman Zamboni O'Shae who put 
it best, while stroking the ice and the 
years of memories built up underneath 
it: “l think they're making it all up!” he 
muttered. 

Unfortunately, all the history in the 
world can do nothing for comatose 
Dwayne Minsky. Good thing Captain 
Capilano and radio announcer Ryan Ball 
were there to hold him, serenade him, 
and dance his body around the room. 
And Mitzie was there later, cuddling 
Minsky and promising him that if he 


fetumed, they'd run away. 

Drugs were sold and marriages 
returned to rocks and bottles were 
swigged from and tears were shed and 
threats were made ... so Skeets alone 
pondered the disappearance of a 
reporter whose career targeted the Die- 
Hards’ faults. 

Tangentially, Diane is still alive and 
her would-be assassin, Jamie-Majors 
Capilano, seemed edgy and was rubbing 
her hands together lots. 

Speaking of rubbing hands, Doris 
Excellente was walking out on her hus- 
band because of all his cheating, but he 
bought her candy, coked her up, and 
they watched the game together. Laurel 
Canyon didn’t notice there was a game, 
either; she pounded ouzo and cried over 
her lack of Valentine's Day gifts, no 
doubt thinking of announcer Skeets. 

As for Skeets ... Hogie bought Cheryl 
two(!) beers for Valentine's day when 
Skeets burst in and rambled incoherent- 
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ly about Laurel. Somehow this touched 
Chery! Oogachakka enough for her to 
want to find him later ... and touch him, 
but Skeets is still very confused 

It was decided that the unconscious 
Minsky should be present at the game 
against Toronto, so they propped him up 
with a hockey stick and he impressed 
everyone by scoring a goal. Captain 
Capilano scored the rest and the Die- 
Hards won! Minsky was present and 
prone at the post-play party. He woke 
from the coma while being dragged into 
bed, but seemed a little shell-shocked 

During this party Captain Capilano 
spoke of the strength in their ex-coach, 
Rollie “Buzz” Doobie, also known as 
“Dana.” Capilano mentioned how Rollie 
is a good guy—crazy, wild, etc. He men- 
tioned that Rollie is a bastard (and many 
agreed!) but mentioned, what seemed 
like 500 times, that Rollie is also fearless 

Next week the Die-Hards may or may 
not return to training. w 
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Stories in End of I. offer a meandering goodbye 


<2 /HOPSCOTCH 


Stephen Dixon has written over 500 short 
Stories. | don't think that's an official fig- 
ure, but | guess after 400, you stop count- 
ing. Jonathan Lethem calls him “one of 
the great secret masters” and is at least 
half right. For all Dixon's astonishing four 
decades-plus of output, | confess I'd 
never even heard of him before casually 
picking up End of /. (McSweeney's, $29). 
| was drawn in by the title. : 

The question of autobiography looms 
over every writer of fiction, and Dixon 
seems to have seized upon a funny way 
of dealing with it. The “I.” in End of 1. is 
the central character of several of its sto- 
ries and is always referred to in third-per- 
son, thus we have a narrative unfolding 
in which the detachment of the narrator 
is subverted by descriptions of what “|.” 
was doing or thinking. I'm uncertain how 
long Dixon's been employing this tech- 
nique and perhaps those of you long 
aware of Lethem’s secret master will find 
this all to be old news, but it's worth con- 
sidering a moment. 

The cover of End of |. features a draw- 
ing of, it would seem, Dixon by Daniel 
Clowes. Dixon’s past 70 now and the 
drawing looks like a younger man, but the 
resemblance is unmistakable. Thus the 
book's packaging itself reads as a portrait 
of the author abstracted through artistic 
interpretation. Additionally, the title is 
rendered by having half of the letter “|” 
cut into the cover, with “End of” printed 


FRISBEE 


THE LIFE AND 


Lonnie Frisbee 


on the first page below, carving a sort of 
pseudo-signature right into the portrait. 
It's one of the more inventive, even col- 
laborative book covers | can think of. 

Nearly all of the protagonists in End of 
/, at least the older ones, are writers and 
teachers who used to live in New York, 
who have kids and a wife who's ill and in 
a wheelchair and a fondness for vodka 
and grapefruit juice. This sounds awfully 
close to a description of Stephen Dixon, 
though Dixon has made clear that his 
work is not about himself. (I've always 
been kind of fascinated by the fact that 
American writers whose work seems 
most obviously realistic and autobiograph- 
ical almost always deny the accusation 
that their work is autobiographical, while 
those whose work by and large is more 
fantastical and unbridled—William S Bur- 
roughs comes to mind—often insist that 

. their work is entirely autobiographical.) 


THIS BRINGS US TO Dixon's style, 
which is certainly singular. There are 
stories in End of /. that seem to unspool 
directly from the author's quest for a 
point of entry, from his process of recall 
and organization. Some literally begin 
dozens of times before settling upon the 
phrase that finally forwards the narra- 
tive. Some linger over exposition until 
the purpose of the exposition is finally 
revealed. Some feel like washes of 
memories flowing over a landscape in 
search of a canal to give them shape. 
Most of Dixon's protagonists—for all 
their shared qualities, they do seem 
intended to be disparate—“run on and 
spill over” in their desire to articulate 
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something, to arrive somewhere, perhaps 
the cessation of an anxiety attack. I'm puz- 
zling over my response to this approach. | 
admit to finding it tempting to speed 
through it often, the pages and pages of 
endless sentences of rambling struggling, 
even if its rewards probably can't be 
achieved through any other means. 

But then | read a story like “Brother.,” 
half of which consists of a letter written 
to a son by his long-dead father, and I'm 
deeply moved and kind of amazed at 
how this visionary meandering yields 
such emotional power. The father begins 
the letter brutally insulting his son while 
promising great stories about his own 
life. He ends the letter having told few 
stories and confessing a special love for 
his son. The father gets from one point 
to the other precisely by his inability to 
get to the ostensible point. 

The stories in End of /. tend to reach 
their emotional zenith when probing the 
attempts of the living to come to terms 
with the dead and their tangled lega- 
cies. In “Three Novels,” a writer 
receives a letter from a long-forgotten 
acquaintance who berates him for 
exploiting her personal pain in his fic- 
tion. By the time the letter is finished, 
the writer seems non-plussed, and 
Dixon brings us terrifyingly close to the 
reality of an artist's ability to divorce 
himself from the past once it's been 
ground through the machine of his art. 

And maybe in that end that’s what 
separates the first-person “|” from 
Dixon's third-person “I.”: once the story's 
been told, it inevitably becomes some- 
thing other than a reflection of life. w 
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Show us a story Frida K 


DAVID BEARY / david@vueweekly.com 

‘m going to break something of a 
| critic's rule here, so let me apolo- 

gize from the get go. One of 
those basic, bullet-point tips you get 
on your first day of critic school is 
that you should judge something on 
the merits of what's presented to 
you, not on the basis of what you'd 
like to see: the production's the 
thing, not how you'd play Hamlet, as 
an example. 

Still, with the Citadel’s production 
of Frida K—on loan from the 
National Arts Centre—I’m having a 
lot of trouble getting past what I 
would have liked to see, or at the 
very least what I didn’t want to see. 

The thing that bugs me about this 
play isn't how its pulled off—well, 
not exactly, in that the writing is live- 
ly and Allegra Fulton’s acting superb, 
though the directing is a little thick 
(more on that in a little bit)—it’s the 
play itself: though it’s set on arguably 
one of the more important days of 
Mexican surrealist Frida Kahlo’s life, 
it's really nothing more than an 
extended recollection of the major 
events in her life. Now, Kahlo had a 
particularly interesting of life, full of 
sex and tragedy and alcohol, sur- 
rounded by some of the most inter- 
esting people of the early 20th 
century, but I can get an overview of 
the major points of her life with a 
quick Google: if I'm going to the the- 
atre, I'd like drama. 

I know, I know, it’s a biography 
play, but that doesn’t make it less 
unsatisfying: rather than actually try- 
ing to explore Kahlo, or at least use 
her to ask some questions about 
society, we get a rough timeline and 
a first-rate impersonation feigning 
relevance. It’s doubly disappointing 
considering how provocative and 
intensely self-examining an artist 
Kahlo herself was—the medium here 
also seems at complete odds with 
the spirit of the artist. 


THE LACK OF actual drama in the text 
directly contributes to the main flaw 
of the production, namely Peter Hin- 
ton’s over-direction. Hinton quite 
rightly tries to spice things up in 
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what's essentially a series of related 
rather than shown, flashbacks, bu! 
too often it just feels conspicuou 
theatrical, with audaciously obvious 
touches practically begging you 
notice them. 

A scene that has Fulton's Kahlo 
recounting how her first love aban- 
doned her after a horrific accideni— 
one of the few that honestly 
reaches into Kahlo’s innards- 
almost entirely ruined when Hinton 
focuses the spotlight on her eye 
and cranks the music: her body 
ruined and she’s feeling isolated 
see, but evidently the subtle longing 
and terror in Fulton's eyes a 
voice weren't enough to drive that 
point home. 

Hinton is redeemed somewha 
when he pulls a nice trick with < 
watermelon, but he fights his actres 
by overusing the light/music drama- 
enhancer. 

It’s a shame, too, because Fulton 
gives a nakedly naturalistic perform 
ance in Kahlo’s wheelchair. She goes 
big when she needs to—never [0° 
big, fortunately—but the real majes!) 
of the performance is in her everyday 
mannerisms: she downs pills and 
glides around in her wheelchair wil 
the disgusted necessity of a tough 
person forced to act weak, clutches 
her whisky glass like it’s medicine 
and laughs with a joyous spiteful 
ness, overjoyed and pissed off in the 
same cackle. 

Still, though, all that really ends up 
for naught. However Fulton wanis | 
bring her to life, the play she’s in !s 
still just an A&E Biography that can! 
talk to the one being biographie¢ 
Fulton is as compelling and nuance? 
as the stand-in could get, but the 
play still ends up feeling like a part! 
ularly lively encyclopedia ent’) 
which doesn’t make for a particular!) 
effecting piece of theatre. v 
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uld like people to take 
notion that a huge 


voice, in concern, in 
evident within Visual 
he Practice of Draw- 
University of Alberta 


it to all graduate stu- 

isciplines—anybody 

practice,” explains 

. "The criterion was, 

‘come with works that represent 

the idea of visual thinking.’ It could 
be a painting, a sculpture, a realiza- 
tion or a whole piece.” 

Gerritzen, Greer’s curatorial part- 
ner for Visual Thinking, is a practic- 
ing artist whose magnificent print 
show at SNAP last fall (trachea and 
the hero, and other such stories ... ) 
encapsulated her own visual think- 
ing process dramatically, generously 
tracing the development of a body of 
work drawn from a strong, nuanced 
theme and tantalizing us with a hint 
of where she would take it next. As 
an instructor and coordinator of the 
U of A's Drawing program, she 
champions drawing as a practice in 
and of itself, as well as within disci- 
plines as a powerful tool for illumi- 
nating process. 

Her university colleague Greer 
describes herself as “a historian and 
theoretician,” and is a Graduate 
Coordinator at the Department of Art 
and Design and an Associate Profes- 
sor of the History of Art, Design, and 

* Visual Culture. Greer has applied her 
curatorial mind and eye to several 
shows, including 2005’s memorable 
exhibit of the groundbreaking album 
covers of the Smithsonian Folkways 
archives housed at the university. 

Greer and Gerritzen teamed up 
last year to present a drawing show 
at the AGA that was intended as a 
contemporary counterpoint to the 
historical European drawings that 
were on loan to our city from the. 
collection of the National Gallery. 

Their initial collaboration matured 
into this year’s Visual Thinking, 
which can be negotiated as a deep- 
ening of the exploratory aspects of 
their first show. 


THE INITIAL GROUP of three pieces of 
Visual Thinking, visible as you 
descend the stairs of the AGA into 
the basement level, are a shot over 
the bow to those married to tradi- 
tional ideas of what drawing is 
about—this is not about paper and 
pencil or strict representation; it’s 
about line and the connections of 
ideas to practice. 

The first work is nearly as insub- 
stantial as light and shadow, a white 
Square box vertically dissected by 
many tightly spaced taut lengths of 
String. Moving around Maria 
Madacky’s work animates the inter- 


THE PRACTICE OF DRAWING FROM THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA GRADUATE STUDIOS 
CURATED BY HELEN GERRITZEN & JOAN GREER 
MARGARET BRINE GALLERY: ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA (2 SIR WINSTON CHURCHELL SQUARE) 


play of light, space and shadow and 
reinforces the worship of mark-mak- 
ing at the core of many modern 
drawing-based practices. 

Departing from the crisp blank- 
ness of Madacky’s pristine form, 
Jewel Shaw's more representational 
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_ work throws open the “sketchbook” 


function of drawing, demonstrating 
the artist at play with a recurring 
motif, a disturbing metal muzzle, lit- 
erally a “mouth cage.” 

Shaw's piece bears witness to 
Greer and Gerritzen’s curatorial acu- 
men. Relationships were explored 
between artists as well as within 
individual practices—during a visit 
to Shaw's studio, the curators pro- 
posed grouping several of the young 
artist’s drawings together, along 
with one of the models for her draw- 
ings. The resulting mixed-media 
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between the points 


work has the potency of the inspira- 
tional vistas creative forces such as 
Diane Arbus routinely used to shape 
their artistic process. 

“She actually ‘draws’ on her trans- 
parencies, putting her hands in the 
chemical bath,” Greer notes of Andrea 
Pinheiro’s disturbingly decayed, large- 
scaled urbanscape. “She's creating a 
new visual language that way, and 
using it to discuss nuclear and chemi- 
cal threats.” 

The gloomy foyer blossoms into 
the surprisingly spacious, light-filled 
Margaret Brine Gallery, which hous- 
es the rest of the show. Less com- 
prehensive than kaleidoscopic, it 
fulfils Greer and Gerritzen’s mission 
to upend static expectations of the 
medium of drawing. 

Ultimately, the show is about 
line—not simply in terms of delineat- 
ing space and form, but as links 
between points of artistic and cere- 
bral consideration. That’s the quality 
responsible for the inherent 
dynamism in the modern art of 
drawing, as well as its intimacy—it’s 
a dialogue between craft and idea. 
Visual Thinking lets you eavesdrop. ¥ 


Complicated Liaisons get 
their due at Walterdale 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

ny God-fearing grandmother 
A« tell you that idle hands 

are the devil’s playthings 
When you don’t have a job, make lots 
of money and have staved off as much 
boredom as you can through shoot- 
ing, playing cards and other aristo- 
cratic pursuits, your hands are bound 
to become idle. In Walterdale The- 
atre’s Les Liaisons Dangereuses, 
those idle hands lead to seductions for 
sport and love's use as a weapon. 

The Vicomte de Valmont (Gino 
Akbari) and the Marquise de Merteuil 
(Kisa Mortenson) are two French aris- 
tocrats and libertines living just prior to 
the French Revolution—when the 
members of France’s Second Estate 
were at the absolute height of their 


_ debauchery. Together they hatch a 


plan that would see the Vicomte 
seducing Cécile de Volanges (Kim Ben- 
nett) to get back at a former lover of 
the Marquise's who is about to marry 
the young girl. At the same time, the 
Marquise agrees to spend the night 
with the Vicomte if he can convince 
Mme de Tourvel (Laura Rushfeldt)— 
the woman he wanted to seduce in the 
first place—to sleep with him. 

If that seems complex, you should 
see the sub-plots. 


THE WALTERDALE HAS puttea ott the 


complicated Les Liaisons Dan- 
gereuses with aplomb. Though the 
script is densé and difficult, the cast 
did an admirable job working 
through it with only some small dif- 
ficulty early on in the play. Morten- 
son’s Marquise de Merteuil is cold 
and played with an air of diffidence, 
which covers up the constant calcu- 
lations going on in her head. 
Akbari’s Vicomte is an admirable 
balance of bravery and stupidity that 
marks any true aristocrat, while 
Rushfeldt’s Mme Tourvel is a milky, 
dewey young girl whose manipula- 
tion is, shamefully, fun to follow. 
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LES LIAISONS 


DANGEREUSES 

DIRECTED BY RANDY BOROSKY 

WRITTEN BY CHRISTOPHER HAMPTON 
STARRING KISA MORTENSON, GINO AKBARI, 
JUSTEN BENNETT, KIM BENNETT, 

RICHARD GREEN, AIDEN LUCAS-BUCKLAND, 
JENNIFER OSTOPOVICH, LAURA RUSHFELDT, 
LINETTE SMITH, JAN STREAQER, FRANK TICHY, 
CATHERINE CAMPBELL 

wee PLAYHOUSE (10322 - 83 AVENUE), 


But the best performance of the 
night belonged to Jan Streader, play- 
ing the Vicomte’s aunt Mme de Rose- 
monde. As the de facto family 
matriarch, Streader plays the charac- 
ter with the authority required, while 
at the same time seeming ignorant 
to the true inner workings of those 
closest to her. In the end, however 
we find that she knows more than 
she let on. Streader commands the 
script to her own purposes, and lives 
the character truthfully 

Altogether it’s a daring, and com- 
plicated effort from The Walterdale 
who is better known for lighthearted 
musicals, but who. has certainly suc- 
ceeded with this departure. With all 
the plot complications, I didn’t even 
get a chance to talk about the cos- 
tumes, which are absolutely stun- 
ning. Anyways, you can see it for 
yourself, perhaps accompanied by 
someone you're looking to have your 
own dangerous liaison with. v 
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HOCKEY MOM, HOGMEY 


Michael Melsk 
“Great double act shoots 
Land Scores... TheGlobe mda! 
| Feb 13—Mar 4, 2007 

453-2440 | 2for 1 Tuesday Sept 26) 


1. The Shins - Wincing The Night Away (sub pop) 

2. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 

3. JJ Cale & Eric Clapton - The Road To Escondido (reprise) 

4. Joanna Newsom — Ys (drag city) 

5. The Good, The Bad & The Queen — S/T (parlophone) 

6. Various - Endless Highway:The Music Of The Band (429) 

7. Julie Doiron - Woke Myself Up (endearing) 

8. Loreena McKennitt - An Ancient Muse (quinlan) 

9. Rachelle Van Zanten - Back To Francois (rvz) 

10. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Hanis — All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11.Clap Your Hands Say Yeah - Some Loud Thunder (cyh) 

12. The Decemberists — The Crane Wife (capitol) 

13.Albert Hammond, Jr. — Yours To Keep (rough trade) 

14.0f Montreal — Hissing Fauns, Are You The Destroyer (polyvinyl) 
15.Bom Ruffians — S/T (warp) 

16.AA Soundsystem — Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 

17. The Be Good Tanyas — Hello Love (nettwerk) 

18. Apostle Of Hustle - National Anthem Of Nowhere (a&c) 

19. Bob Dylan - Modem Times (columbia) 

20.The Fratellis - Costello Music (drop the gun) 

21.Rob Crow — Living Well (temporary residense) 

22. TV On The Radio — Retum To Cookie Mountain (interscope) 

23. Highwater Jug Band - S/T (hoodoo) 

24. Isis - The Absence Of Truth (ipecac) 

25. Various — Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
26. Chad VanGaalen — Skelliconnection (flemish eye) 

27.Midiake - The Trials Of Van Occupanther (worlds fair) 
28.Busdriver - RoadKillOvercoat (anti) 

29. Richard Buckner & Jon Langford - Sir Dark invader Vs. The Fanglord (buried treasure) 
30. The McDades — Bloom (free radio) 


THE BESNARD LAKES 


THE BESNARD LAKES ARE OY SOLE Noy) 
THE DARK HORSE 


This is one of those records you put in 
just before you find out that one half 
of the left side of your brain has the 
ability to figure out who's wearing 
rubber underwear and who isn't. 
Why? | don't know why, as if it 
would ever happen anyway. Just 
come down and pick this record up so | can 
try and explain it in person.....although | doubt I'll be able to. 
Just give it a listen and you'll hear. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


WEEKLY 


AILEY if DANCERS Arden Theatre, 5 St Anne Street, St Albert (459- 
142/451-8000) * New York based group perform modern, jazz ballet 
‘and West Aftrican dance, directed by Sylva Waters and Troy Powell « 
Sat. Feb. 24 (8pm) * $25 (adult}/$18 (student) available at the Arden 
bax office, TicketMaster . 


ALBERTA BALLET-DANCING JONI AMD OTHER WORKS Jubilee 
Auditorium, 1145-87 Ave (427-2760/451-8000) * A world-premiere con- 
‘temporary ballet. choreography by Jean Grand-Mafire set to the music of 
Joni Mitchell, including one of George Balanchine's greatest works 
‘Serenades set to Tchaikovsky's Serenade in C Major for Sting Orchestra * 
Feb. 16-17 © Tickets available at TicketMaster 


BRIAN WEBS DANCE COMPANY-A LOVE STORY John | Haar Theatre, 
10045-1856 St (420-1757) * Tani Alvarado and Brian Webb dance to Adriana 
patna aco cesetan dca Ways ca ad 

i ‘court orchestration. d Tristan and Isolde 
° Feb Zaks Talat avoeble at Ton the Suse 


EAST MEETS WEST-MOVEMENTS Citadel Maclab Theatre (415- 
5211) © The Afro-Caribbean Dance ensemble Movements celebration of 
Black History Month * Sat, Feb. 24 (8pm) * $25 


‘THE REAL STARS Jubilee Auditorium (451-8000) * A benefit in sup- 
port of the Kids With Cancer Society featuring hip-hop, jazz, ballet, 
musical theatre, modern dancers and choreographers * Mar. * 
Tickets available at TicketMaster 


VINOK WORLDANCE-ROMANY BLUES Horizon Stage, 1001 Calahoo 
Rd, Spruce Grove (962-8995) * A dance show using the dance and music 
of Gypsy cultures from India to Egypt. Hungary to Spain, Russia to 
Macedonia to portray the trials and tribulations of life, love and identity in 
an ever-changing world * Sot Feb. 17.(7.30pm) * $20 (adult/$15 (stu- 
dent/semor| available at Horizon Stage box office, TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) * FOR THE 
LOVE OF ART—VALENTINE'S DAY EVENING: Artworks, strawberries, 
canapes and champagne at the Agnes Bugera Gallery, the West End 
Gallery and the Front Gallery # Until Feb. 22 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-1065 St (488-6511) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-5Spm (closed all hols} * Feature Gallery. ALL ABOUT 
ALBERTA: until Mar. 31 * 2006 ALBERTA CRAFT 
AWARD RECIPIENTS’ EXHIBITION: Artworks by the five recipients of the 
2006 Alberta Craft Awards; until Feb. 17; SNOW SERIES: Ceramics by 
Carole Epp: Feb. 24-Apr. 7 * NEO-OVO: Egg design by Neil Lazaruk; Fab. 
24-Apc. 7 © Opening reception: Sat. Feb. 24 (24pm) 


ARTS COUNCH.-SPRUCE GROVE 455 King St * Open: Tue-Sat 
12-5pm * SCAPES AND INSTRUCTORS * Until Mar 3 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) # 
Open Tue Wed Fri 10;30am-8om: Thu 10:30am-Spm: Sat-Sun Vam-Spm © 
CONTEMPORARY INUIT ART. film/video/drawing: ISUMA TO HAVE AN 
IDEA: presents a survey exhibition of contemporary Inuit film and video by 
Igloaolik Isuma Productions, Canada’s first Inuit independent film produc- 
‘bon company, ASHOONA THIRD WAVE: {eatures new work by Shuvinal 
Ashoona, Siassie Kenneally and Annie Pootoogook; Ashoona Third Wave 
represents a tradition of art-making that spans three generations; until Feb. 
19 ¢ FAR AND WIDE: Alberta landscapes by David Alexander and John 
Hartman; until Feb. 19 « THREE TRAVELLERS: Artworks by Edmonton 
artists, Scott Berry, Louis O'Catfey and Leo Wong: until Feb. 19° VISUAL 
THINKING: Margaret Brine Gallery: Drawings from the U of A Graduate 
studios; until Feb. 25 ¢ Art Bar: Happy Hour every Thu (4-8pm); no cover; 
Feb. 15, 22 © Theatre: Free screenings of design-based films: presented 
with MADE. * Shigeru Ban, An Architect for Emergencies, 200; Wed, 
Fab. 21 (7pm) * Family Day. The Journals of Knud Rasmussen (2pm film); 
Fab. 19; free admission * Lecture Seriex AGA Theatre: 
Amaud Meggs; Thu, Feb. 22 (7pm). $10/$8 (AGA member/student) 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453-1555) * FIGURATIVELY 
SPEAKING: Figurative studies by various artists featuring classical 
female figures, oil on canvas by Oksana Zhelisko. Zhelisko will be avail- 
able during this time to speak about her work and dedicate purchases 
personally * Until Fab. 17 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 1(1220-105 St (439-9537) « Open every 
Thu (5-Bpm) * WHEN CAYING ANDROIDS SLEEP SECRET DOORS ARE 
OPEN: Artworks by the Psychotic Robotic Art Collective, Chns Zaytsotf and 
Tristan McClelland * New work by the ArsHab residents * Until Feb. 22 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE LALBERTA 9103-95 Ave (451-3427) + 
PERCEPTION: Artworks by Elaine Berglund. Gilberte Gagne, Jiri Valtr, and 
Linda MeAmmond * Until Feb. 21 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10232-1724 St (488-4445) * Open: Tue-Fri 
9;30-530pm * Artworks on paper by Dorothy Knowles ¢ Until Feb, 17 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Ad 
1482-1402) © Open: Tue by appointment: Wed-Fri 1 !am-&:30pm, Sat 
Viam-4pm, closed long weekends * COLLECTION 2006: New artworks 
by various artists 


FAB GALLERY An 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St, 89 Ave (492-2081) « 
Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-Spm ¢ CENTRIFUGAL IDEAS FROM 
DIFFERENT CULTURES IN PRINT. Contemporary printartists from around 
‘the world © Until Fab. 24 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * Various artworks by 
the Paint Spot staff * Until Feb 28 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ava * FOA THE LOVE OF ART-VALEN- 

TINE’'S DAY EVENING: Artworks, strawberries, canapes and champagne 

at the Agnes Bugera Gallery, the West End Gallery and the Front Gallery 
© Until Feb. 22 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Main I, Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon-Fri Sar-Spm; Sat Sam- 
5pm; Sun 1-5pm * A SEASON IN THE SUN: Oil paintings by Patricia 
Trudeau * Until Feb 28 


GREY NUNS HOSPITAL Out Patiorit Room, 2015-62 St * Mon-Fri 
830am-4nm) © Artworks by students from the Artistic Statement 
School of Fine Art * Until Feb. 28 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spav 
Sat 124pm * Fromt Room REWIND: Printworks and multi-media works 
with video, performance and electronic imaging by Bonnie Baxter; Feb. 15- 
Mar. 31; opening reception Thu, Feb. 15 (7-10pm), artist in attendance 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place. 10831 University Ave (433-5282) 
* Open: Mon-Fri Sam-ipm = FANTASTIC COMES INV FOUR: Paintings by 
Joan Chambers, Darlene Schackes, Carolyn Feirand Diane McPhee; until 
Mar, 1 © THE TIMES AND PLACES: Photographs by Darlena Hidetiandt: 
Mat. 6-23; opening: Max. 7 (630-9pm); reception: Mar 14 {6:20-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11517-80 St (479-8424) Open Tue-Fri 
:30an-5 30pm: Sat 2Mom-4pm'» Seniyans by George Weber, Water 
colours by Myra Wilkinson and Glenda 7711-85 St 
(485-6171) # Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm: Sat 1Gam-Spm * Serigraphs by 
George Weber, artworks by Lorraing Oberg. Marion Barker, Carol Harna 
Chang, pottery by Nobory Kubo, ceramics by Heather Goldmin, and works 
by the Alberta Oil Painters * Through February 


LATITUDE S3 GALLERY 10248-105 St (423-5353) + Malm co 
BLACK AND WHITE THINKING: Drawings by David Cantine © THEY 
ARE Portrait paintings by Natalie Danchuk * Feb. 16-Mar. 17 © Opening 
reception: Fri, Feb. 16 (8pm); both artists in attendance 


LITTLE CHURCH GALLERY 455 King St. Spruce Grove (982-0664) « 
Open: Tue-Sat 12-5pm * SCAPES AND INSTRUCTORS © Until Mar 3 


ARTS 


ertseseeee Pty 590 Broadmoor: 
77) TRUS ca = tpt ong pn ae 
mL ALE oH 15) 
Open Mon-Fri 1Oam-8pm:; Sat-Sun 1-Bpm * Hospital Centennial 


Exhibition * Until Mar, 25 


Lg el ished SUI A Mr 1Qam4pere 

Sun 1Gam-6:30pm Mirtle pe de 
i WB Deiole tyres 22Mor pee Deepotioe Su Fab PS ait. 
2pm) « Dining Room Gallery: Wert 4 Ait Group, Fob ‘15-Mar. 29 
Fresh Rubel bad lice ad 
214, Sherwood Park (662-4160) * Sculptures by Horst 


it WARE UREN SA a, 
Albert (459-128) © A BRIGHTER FUTURE: THE GROWTH OF. 
fe aki! ll 


berets pth rere 1 at an 
. ive 

* NINE TO NINE Whe ran NINA'S: New artworks by Nina. 

‘artists * Until Mar. 9 * Opening reception with artists. Bees 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0285) * Open Tue- 
‘Sat 10am-5.30pm; Thu 10am-8pm * MULTIPLE VIEWS, Recent paint: 
ings by Guiseppe Albi * Feb, 15-Mar. 14 * Opening reception; Thu, Feb. 
15 (7-Spm}; arust in atwandance 


‘Tope brat tonson on» Gi RED 
. t {10am-Spmn) \Qam-Bpm) © CHAOS THEORY: 
‘Artworks by John ‘Schachtel and Clint Wilson, until 
Mar 2° Drpen Att eat heart Feb. 22 (7-Spm): $10 * 
AnVentures: Connect the Dots. Fab. 17 {1-4pm); $5/child (6-12yrs) 


PROVINCIAL OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Ra (227-1750) « 
‘Open: Tue-Sat, Wed Sam-4:30pm ¢ THE GREAT WESTERN GARMENT 
COMPANY Founded in 1911 and now owned by Levis Strauss and Co. 
{Canada} Inc, the history of garment workers offers a glimpse of the tis- 
tory of all working people in this city. Exhibit features information pan- 
els, photographs and clothing © Until Apr. 27 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (489-3519) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * 
MISTAYA: Landscape paintings by Arlene Wasylynchuk * Until Feb. 27 


‘THE STUDIO 11 Perron St, St. Albert (460-5993) # ABSTRACTIONS: 
Astworks by Susanne Loutas Monk, Pat Wagensveld * Until Feb. 24 


‘SMAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) # Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm © 
Large-scale prints, repetitive black and white aie representations 
of a face by Polish artist Wieslaw Haladaj; until Feb. 24.¢ ART OF THE 
ANKARA EX-UBRIS SOCIETY: Small printworks by artists of the Ankara 
Exlibris Society of Turkey; Mar. 1-Apr. 14; opening reception; with 
artist, Hasip Pektas, Fri, Mac. 9 (7-9pm) 


ee ee Eee bed 
Explorer Gallery: ts Of raohs; 17-May6* *, 
Robin Sather, as he builds an 6-foot sphinx out of LEGO® Feb. 17-19 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10418-82 Ave behind 
Sapphires (438-7978) * ALIVE AND WELL IN THE MIDST OF THE VOID: 
Paintings by Michael Schoenay * Until Mar. 12 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421-1731) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am—4pm:; Sat 12-4pm * PATTERNS: Anworks by. 
Ansgard Thomson and Doreen Mason; until Feb. 17 « CHARACTERS. 
Artworks by Michelle Leavitt-Djonlic and Renes van der Putten; Feb. 22- 
Mar. 31; opening reception: Feb. 22 (7-9:30pm) 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE Lobby, 1322-83 Ave (432-7357) * Art 
‘the Lobby: Acrylics by Angella Powell, in conjunction with Les Liaisons 
Dangereuses * Until Feb. 17, viewing one hour before curtain 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) « FOR THE LOVE 
OF ART-VALENTINE'S DAY EVENING: Artworks, strawberries, canapes 
and champagne at the Agnes Bugera Gallery. the West End Gallery and 
the Front Gallery © Until Feb. 22 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story Slam: An opportu- 
nity for writers to share their work, explore their talents and show off « 
Third Wed each month * $5 (donation) * Wed, Feb, 2 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St Albert Road * Poet's Ink Writing evenings 
every Sunday (7-Spm) except long weekends, holidays and summer months 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2952) ¢ TALES. monthly 
Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or come to listen ¢ Second Fri of each 
month (8-10pm) until June * $3 [first time free) 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St * The Olive Reading Series * 2nd Tue 
each month 


KASBAR LOUNGE Basement of Yiannis Tavera, 10444 Whyte Ave 
(914-8620) * Rapture Open stage poatry with the Raving Posts band 
‘avery Wed (sign-up: 7:30pm; show: Bpm) * Feb. 21-May 30 


WAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry, and perform- 
‘ance art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * 
Every Thu (8pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (433-2932) # Story Café: 
TALES © first Thu of ea month, through to June (7-Spm) * Celtic 
Heart-Story Calé: Featuring storytellers Kathy Jessup, Kate Quinn and 
Bethany Ellis, presented by TALES Edmonton. Followed by open mic, tell 
your story © Thu, Mar. 1(7-9pm) * $5 cover 


‘STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (437- 
7736) * “Living, Laughing and Loving: Concert featuring Mane Anne 
MeLean, Stephanie Benger, David Haas, and Renge Englot. tellers from the 
Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling (TALE,S.) ® Fri, Fab. 16 (7:30pm) 
® $15 (odultl/S12 (studem) available at TIX on the Square, door * Benefit 
for the Storytellers of Canada-Conteurs du Canada StorySave Project 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Education South Building, Rm 122 (458-4562) 
* Canadian Authors (Alta) meeting featuring playwright. actress, and 
director Mieko Ouchi presenting Truth and Fiction’ Witing Plays about Real 
People: Fn, Feb. 23 (Bpm: 7pm: Writers Circle with Margaret Macpherson), 
free (Members and first-time questl/$10 (non-member) * Living History. 
Workshop: Fab, 24 (9.30—4pm), $30 (member)/$80 (non-member) 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO 10909-85 Ave * Stroll of Posts Poets’ Haven: 
Reading series is an opportunity for poetry enthusiasts to enjoy poetry in 
an intimate café setting every Mon night: through to Mar {7-9pm) © $5 
(door, incl. coffee, tea and poetry} * Daborah Lawson, Doug Elves. Alison 
‘Owen Nichols and Anne Marie Sewell, Fob. 26 * Joeko Benoit, Lisa 
‘Gunther, Rusti Lehay, and Pritam Atwal: Mar. 5. 


LIVE COMEDY 


‘THE COMEDY FACTORY 2414 Gateway Boulevard (469-4999) * Thu 
18:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat{Bpm), $20: Sat (10:30pm), $20 * 
Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky Wednesday, $5 © Davin Rosenblatt; Feb. 
15-17 © Dennis Ross, Fats. 22-24 


‘THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St. WEM, 8882-170 St (483-5999) « 


Callisou, Rick Bronson, and Shawn Thompson; until Feb. 18 ® Hit or Miss 
Mondays: det ere take the stage: Mon, Fob. 19 ¢ 
Altemative Comedy Night: Featuring hypnotism, magic, music, street per- 
formers and more. Tue, Feb. Zh « Tene Davis, Shawn Gramiak and 
Matt Wojeili; Feb, 21-25 © Hit Or Miss Mondsys: Amateurs and profes- 
moms take the stage; Mon, Feb. 26 * Altemative Comedy Night: festur- 
ing hypnotism, magic, music, street performers and more: Tue, Feb. 27 


‘SIDETRACK CAFE 10228-104 St + Kokanee Comedy Battle hasted by 
Kathleen McGee featuring local and touring comics every Thu (9.30pm), 
$3 (doar) 


YUK YUICS KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (481-9857) * Open: 
Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30em # Wed Get Your Yuk's, profession- 
al comedy night: $5 * Sur Industry Night; $10 * The Great Canadion 
Laugh Of; every Wed night Wed, Feb. 21 (ound 3); with the finals on Feb. 
2B © Kevin Megrath, Harold Proess, and J.P. Fournier, Feb. 22-24 


THEATRE 


ALICE IN WONDERLAND Festiva! Piace. 100 Festival Way, Sherwood _ 
Park (449-3378/451-8000) * Young Alice follows a White Rabbit, who dis- 


{7:30pm (dinner at 5:30pm with additional $30 ticket: Feb. 16-18 (7-30pmi: 
Feb. 18 (2pm; brunch at noon with additions! $25 ticket) « $24 (adult/$16 


(child 12 and under} available at Festival Place box office, TicketMast:. 


[ANTVGONE Pioret ZE Design Cente, 10085-80 ve (232-7477) » 
Sums Moca gt ibrar 
everything to’ ‘stand. stands alane, yt thee 
ty fr ha setons i death » Fob. 16. 3. Mar. 2. 9 {8pm C 


17.24, 
3,10 [2pm and Bpmi: Feb. 18, 25, Mar. 4 (7pm) _™ 
THE GLINK Times Cantre for the Arts, Uof A (420-1757 40 
27\) © By Stephen tre, diroct- 


H} atlroys, penal. 
Seer tneomn aoe Tuvior * A theatrical “tour de 1. 
lizabath is in the throes. of death, and » 
powders. Lucious Bodkin, an alternative co- 
‘on, thinks he's about fo hit the big time, a la Jon Stewart-or so hs 
enuaeehaet ema ace 
neo: ® Opening Night : 
tadutiate (senior/$8 fr ‘i 18 (adult), 
{senio/$8 [studient); $15 (sdiultl/$10 (senior)/$8 (stuo: 
‘Thu Matinoa: $10 (adult}/$10 (senior)/$8 (student); $5 (Wed previe,. 
‘available at TIX on the Square, Timms Centre for the Arts box ot 
hour prior to the performance 


Taz)» Socal conser y Soneret Macotar teen ne 
* Social ci starting Fiona Re; 
Douglas Beattie. Rules are the basis af society and it is aero 
Fesponsibility to follow them, except for Constance Middleton, A; , 
See ee eee fe cone eens = Unis 
4 © Tickets available at the Citadel Theatre box office 


CRAZY GARY'S MOBILE DISCO PCL Studio, Trans-Alta Arts Bar, 
10330-24 Ave © Presented by Mutt’s Nuts, by Gary Owen, directnx (, 
Michael Cowie * I a er eae aera! te On One} 
one party and three stuck with their Teputabons. 

‘geek and the bully © Feb, 23-Mar 3 * $18 (adul/S15 (stxery EN 


DIE-MASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) © A», 
live, improvised soap opera * Every Mon to the end of May « |,:;. 
available at the door (7pm) 


FLY BY RIGHT(S) La Cité Francophone, 8527-91 St (242-4104/420., 
Circus vaudeville, an assortment of death-datying and laugtiter inc 
entertainment presented by Firefly Theatre. Featuring Darrin Hage 
batics by Lyne Gosselin and Angie Parkins, magic by the Ron Peay, 
‘sions by Sheldon Casavant. Vaudevillian-style iby Flying 8. 
by the Unforgettable Be Arthurs, Paul Bellows, Mari Sasana, Anns 
and John Ultyatt * Feb, 23-24 (Bpm) * $22 available at TIX on the 


FRIDA KC Citadel Rice Thestre, 9828-1014 Ave (425-1820) * By ( 
Montero. directed by Peter Hinton. starring Allegra Fullton * As 
‘8s for the opening of her first solo exhibition in Mexico, 44-yesro\) 
Kahlo examines her life and her reasons for painting. She is unc» 
‘Bpprehensive sbout how she and her work will be received * Uni 
© Tickets available at the Citadel Theatre bax office 


THE GOLDEN AGE ROCKS ON! Mayfield Dinner Theatre (1-209 
9804) * By Will Marks and Joe Harris featuring the music of 
‘and early "60s * Until Feb. 18 © $54-$89 


GYPSY Festival Place, Sherwood Park (449-3378) * By Arh. 
music by Jule Styne and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, choreos, 2 
Sharon Richardson; presented by Sherard Musical Theatre A: 

* Set in the ‘20s vaudeville era this is a story of the ultimate 
‘stage mother, Mama Rose, who just wants to see her daughte 

8 star * Feb 22-25 and Feb. 28-Mar 2 (7:30pm); Feb. 25 (2pm) + 5 
{adult)/$17 (student/senior\/ $17 (matinee for everyone) avai 
Festival Place Box Office, door 


HOCKEY MOM, HOCKEY DAD The Aoxy (453-2440) * By Mic 
Malski presented by Theatre Network * Opposites attract »: 

gle parents meet while watching their sons play minor lea 
Until Mar. 4 (Tue-Sat 8pm, Sun 2pm) * $23 (adult/$18 (st 
Sun-Thu; $25 end $19 Fri/Sat: Tue, Feb. 20: Two people for 
able at the Roxy Theatre; Preview and opening night availab\: 
Theatre Network, other tickets available at TIX on the Square 


HOUSE OF CATS Varscona Theatre (433-3399, Voice box #1/420. 
Comedy by Cathleen Rootssert presented by Teatro La Quindic 
hapless bylaw officer investigates a highly concentrated feline pic 
8 bungalow shared by two sisters and leams that in certain circ 
the lines separating what's obsessive, what's crazy, and what 
fun can be blurred * Feb, 15-Mar. 3 (Tue-Sat: pm; Sat matine ’ 
$20 (adult\/$17 (student/senior/Equityi: Tue evenings and Sat 

Feb. 17: Pay-What-You-Can, Sat matineas Feb. 24 and Mar. 3: $10. 
For-One-Night: Fri, Feb. 17 © Tickets available at TIX on the Sq 


THE HULLABALOO REVUE Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 10610-100 
(0854) * No Bones Theatre presents an evening of theatre. 
stand-up comedy featuring Cut to the Chase by Christopher Sc 
Junkies by Jonathon Dort, and the comedic musical styling: 
Gockatrice. Hosted by Fred the Carrot * $10 (door); free p: 
Fab. 23 © Feb. 23-25, Mar. 2-5 (8pm) 


JEREMY FISHER PCL Stage TransAlta Arts Bars, 10330-24 
Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sy 
® Concrete Theatre © An old fishing couple are surprised 
birth of @ sweet young son but quickly come to realise he’s dit/c 
Feb. 19 (2:30pm), Feb. 23 (7pm). Feb. 24 (2pm and 7pm), M: 
Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre * Feb. 16 (7pm), Feb. 17 (2 
7pm) at PCL Stage © $16 {adult}/$12 |student/senior)/$8 (ctv 
12) available at TX on the Square, door 


UAISONS DANGEREUSES Walterdale Playhouse, 1032 
(439-2845) * Just in time for Valentine's Day, the sexy adapts 
scandalous novel by Choderlos de Lacio is guaranteed to steam 
Playhouse and melt the winter ice away, Sat in pre-Revolution F 
Lasons traces the affairs and machinations of two devious an « 
anstocrats as they make love and war * Until Feb. 17 (Tue-Sa 
mat: 2pm) * $12-$16 available at TIX on the Square 


MAGGIE'S GETTING MARRIED Mayfield Dinner Theatre (!-0) 
9804) # By Norm Foster © Feb. 23-Apr 15 * $39-$75 


MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR-SONGS OF THE BEETLES Jj." 
Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 Street, WEM (484-2424) * Until Ap: | 


(NEW PLAY “NUDE WORKS" FESTIVAL Second Playing Spac: 
‘Centre for the Arts, 87 Ave, 112 St * Mainstage productions: » Asp 
Joel Crehton * apps by Vincent Forcier © Aamgry ', 
Medford © Aime it a iby Alexander Forsyth * Readings * 
Masph by Audrey Davenport * Assommmla by Nikolai Witsch! + 

17 (8pm); readings: Feb. 15 and 17 (Spm) * $5 {regular Festival f 
‘any showe, any night. except Fri); $5 {Full Frontal Fri Pass, to see 
shows on Feb, 16); The readings are free * Passes available ot 


(OH SUSANNAL Vorscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave * A Euro 

‘ly spectacle, guided by international plerae gal Susanna P 

‘and her co-host Eros, God of Love. « Tickets available at the 5 
Sat. Feb. 24 (11pm) 


THE PRODUCERS Jubilee Auditorium (451-8000) * The new ! 
Brooks live musical comedy, directed and choreographed by 
Stroman. A down-on-his-luck theatrical producer, a mousy 9c 
Swedish blonde bombshell, the campiest director in New Yor 
host of over-the-top characters bring the ultimate, sure-fire thea 
‘and musical fiaseo, Springtime for Hitler to life * Feb. 21-25 * ‘ 
$85 available at TicketMaster 


‘THE RAPID FIRE THEATRE NOSE BOWL-HIGH SCHOOL FESTI! 
Eastglan High School (448-0695) * Annual favourite, Canadian | 
‘Games, a new competition including nine teams as well a5!" 

teams of Nose Bow! improvisars Determine the top ranked No: 

and champion CIG team * Until Fab. 17 (6pm and 8:15pm) * $ 
dent}/$5 (adultl/$15 (student festival pass to all nine shows)/S 
festival pass to all nine shows) 


‘THE SKINNY LIE TransAlta Ants Barns Westbury Theatre, 10 
‘Ave (848-9000) * By Michale Pinal, produced by Green Thum® ! 
{Vancouver}, presented by Fringe Theatre For Young People * ('*: 
five student, Jessie Carrera will do anything to Took perfect, but 
ting out of control, Recommended for ages 7+ ot Grades 2-7 * | 
25 (Sat-Sun matines; 2pm; Fri night: 7pm) * $15.51 (adult)/$!2 
dent/senior\/$10.70 (child) 


STAGE STRUCK 2007 Wolterdale Playhouse (420-12757) * f= 
presented by the Alberta Drama Festival Association (ADFA) Eo" 
Featuring six local productions. Family Squahbles by Josh Woo 
{Foureyes Theatrieals); Hostel, by Leslie Caffaro, Emerge in Resp: 
by Paula-Jean Prudot (White Butterfly Productions); Frappe by © 
Porter, Sister Mary Ignatius by Craoes Durang (The Goods 1? 
Co); Feduced for Quick Sale, by Kent B. Hoc Theatel * 
73 (7pm), Feb. 24 (1pm, 7pm) * $10 (adult)/$8 Peveetiien! Ls 
{adult all three sessions)/$20 (student/seniors, all three sess\\ 
TIX on the Square, door 


UNE LUME D’EAU SALEE (SALT WATER MOON) La Cité 
Francophone, 8627 rue Marie-Anne-Gaboury, 91 Street, 420-175! 
Romantic 


David French, translation by Anton 
Maillet. directed by Daniel Cournoyer, presented by UUniThesve * 
young woman's scom for har long-absent laver, who has feturnes © 
woo her © Fab. 15-18 (8pm): Matinees: Feb. 18 {2pm}: senior’s bv" 
school matinee: Feb. 16 (brunch 1am; show 12pm) * $23 (adu!' av 
(student), brunch and schools shows call 459-8400 * Tickats °" ' 
door of in advance at LUniThédtre 459-8400 and TIX on the Squs" 
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ard-working men and 
women, tireless 
comrades, beatific 


in their sense of unity, 
‘seemingly doubtless of the 
virtue of their purpose and THES HOGKS 
the promise of success, gazing out 
toward distant horizons with awe and 
determination: whether viewed as 
Holk art, kitsch or a sort of socio-spiri- 
tual declaration, such images are not 
Only the stuff of Soviet propaganda 
Dut also of several terrific Russian 
genre films. 

Arriving this week at Metro Cinema 
‘and running until Feb 26, From the 
@sars to the Stars: A Journey 
Through Russian Fantastik Cine- 
ma is a brilliantly conceived program 
Of mostly little- or never-seen sci- 
Ence-fiction flicks that, as the title 
promises, stretch across Russia's first 
entury of cinema and offer an eccen- 
ic mosaic of cultural excavation. 

I can’t think of another genre so 
absorbent of Cold War subtexts while 
simultaneously so geared toward 
spectacle, playful speculation and 
broad entertainment value. A number 
I these films can be viewed as reflec- 
Mons of their Western counterparts, 
Maginative analogies of modern 
Tuggles with ideology, territory, 
hnology, potentially hostile out- 
ders, uncontainable forces and the 
ace into space—that final frontier 
Nat continues to lure world leaders 
ito dreams of domination. But these 
Ms are also by turns fun, haunting 
Magnificently odd, whether B- 
igs or the meditative master- 
of one of Russia's most highly 
sarded auteurs. 


MFORTABLY FALLING INTO the tor- 


ler category is 1961's Planet of 


Soviets have landed, comrades 


THU, EB 15-MON, FB 19 

FROM THE TSARS TO 
THE STARS: A JOURNEY 
THROUGH RUSSIAN 


FANTASTIK CINEMA 
VARIOUS FLMS & DIRECTORS 
METRO CEMA $8 


SCI-FI 


Storms (Planeta Bur), though even its 
less convincing special effects pos- 
sess a genuine, singular beauty. A 
small group of apprehensive but stoic 
cosmonauts land on Venus, the planet 
swathed in rushing clouds that 
obscure a surface of jagged rock, vol- 
canoes and an incredible steely blue 
sea. They begin exploring with a 
bulky robot that doubles as a jukebox 
when not going crazy. They hear dis- 
embodied moaning and encounter 
germs, fish, dinosaurs and, well, let’s 
just call them less familiar creatures. 

Hovering far above the daring men 
in the mothership is Masha, the film's 
sole female and, perhaps inadvertent- 
ly, most compelling character. She's 
bluntly condescended to by both her 
peers and the filmmakers for her sen- 
timentality: “A robot can think things 
through,” a shipmate notes, “but a 
woman cannot.” 

Yet Masha most clearly embodies 
the Socialist ethic, reminding the 
audience of the greater dream of 
progress that their dangerous mission 
is part of (leading to a bizarre insert of 
Earthly life in the middle of the 
movie). She also looks like she's really 
having fun when she bounces around 
in zero gravity. 

Planet of Storms is an entirely satis- 
fying space adventure, featuring ideo- 
logical conflicts, insubordinations, 
and questions about the origins of 
species posed between the monster 


fights. Director Pavel Klushantsev 
doesn’t quite manage to infuse the 
film with a lot of energy (even when a 
giant plant with scary tentacles is 
onscreen), but he conjures several 
memorable images nevertheless, 
which may explain why producer 
Roger Corman recycled scenes from 
Planet of Storms —twice! 


A UNIVERSE AWAY from Klushantsev's 


colourful heroics, 1979's Stalker is far 
less interested in paraphernalia, outer 
space, Socialist boosterism or, for that 
matter, action 

Like most of director Andrei 
Tarkovsky’s films, it is very long, com- 
posed of many fluid, wordless images, 
and is obsessed with ontological 
questions and memory. 

It is also spellbinding, rich im ideas, 
visually stunning and pretty much 
unforgettable regardless of whether 
or not this ponderous approach to 
movies is your cup of tea 

A few months ago | wrote about the 
documentary Manufactured Landscapes, 
proposing that it be read as part of a 
sort of subgenre, a cinema of environ- 
mental alienation that would include 
Red Desert and Lessons in Darkness. | 
should have mentioned Stalker, which, 
in its eerie prediction of the Chernobyl 
accident, vividly imagines a post-apoc- 
alyptic Russia of decay, haze, strange 
waters and mutation, centring around 
a toxic forbidden zone. 

Tarkovsky's adaptation is surpris- 
ingly faithful to Arkady and Boris Stru- 
gatsky's source story Roadside Picnic, 
though he characteristically down- 
plays the genre elements and renders 
several expository facts ambiguous, 

The titular Stalker leads a writer and 
a scientist into the Zone, passing 
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RATED PG 
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SUCCESS. 


For details visit 


‘Mind-bending! 


Jim Carrey skillfully leads us on a twisted trek 
with hair-raising jolts. A must-see movie." 
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TO THE STARS BY HARD WAYS 
THE HEAVENS GALL ¢ PLANET OF STORMS 


=| THE MOVIEGOER 


= PAUL MATWYCHUK 
Fare moviegoet @yueweekly.com 


It's hard to imagine how the French actor 
Gaspard Ulliel could have given a less 
seductive performance as the young Han- 
nibal Lecter in Hannibal Rising, but 
damned if he doesn’t keep smiling naugh- 
tily into the camera with the confidence 
of a performer who's sure he’s worming 
his way into every moviegoer's heart. In 
fact, | spent much of the movie trying to 
figure out who that coy, self-adoring 
smirk reminded me of. It sure wasn't 
Anthony Hopkins—! knew that much. 

And then it hit me: it's an Amélie 
smile. Ullie! even co-starred opposite 
Audrey Tautou in A Very Long Engage- 
mentas the childlike soldier Manech, and 
seeing Ulliel hold the corners of his 
mouth in the same way was creepier than 
any twist in novelist/screenwriter 
Thomas Harris's overcooked plot. It’s 
almost as if Hannibal were wearing the 
skin from Amélie’s face like a mask— 
now there's an image | wish this movie 
had kicked off with! 

Instead Harris sets out to explain 
Hannibal's pathology with a murky Sec- 
ond World War childhood trauma that 
manages to be both disgusting and sen- 
timental. (| don’t want to waste much 
time explaining it: suffice it to say that 
it involves the child Hannibal, a snowed- 
in Lithuanian castle, a squad of very 
hungry Nazi collaborators, a stewpot 
and Hannibal's temptingly plump little 
sister Mischa.) 

Director Peter Webber obviously 
believes he’s bringing a veneer of “class” 
to this project, but that veneer is very 


TSARS TO STARS 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


through a number of traps on their 
quest to enter a room in which wishes 
are said to be fulfilled, and all is real- 
ized in a vision indebted to Dante, 
Bosch, Bresson and The Gospels rather 
than Edgar Rice Burroughs or Arthur C 
Clarke (especially Stanley Kubrick’s 
adaptation of Clarke's 2001, which so 
incensed Tarkovsky for its coldness 
and which prompted his earlier sci-fi 
masterpiece Solaris as a response). 


SWINGING US BACK into convention 
and ideological correctness is 1981's 
To the Stars by Hard Ways (Cherez Ternii 
K Zvezdam), but it does so very inven- 
tively and, curiously, also holds tightly 
to the theme of ecological catastrophe. 


patchily applied: he'll “tastefully” keep 
Mischa’s death offscreen, but still throw 
in a garish shot of Rhys Ifans’s evil ring- 
leader devouring a raw grouse and 
smearing blood all over his chin while 
amplified “munch-munch-slobber-slob- 
ber" noises play on the soundtrack. Web- 
ber might show us someone getting a 
knife shoved through his head, but at 
least he'll light the frames like a 17th- 
century Dutch painting. (Webber also 
directed Girl With a Pearl Earring, a simi- 
larly humourless gouache of pretension 
and pulp'that was my pick for the worst 
movie of 2003.) 

If nothing else, Ulliel’s unimaginative 
characterization makes you remember 
how fresh and vivid Anthony Hopkins was 
playing Lecter in Silence of the Lambs. 
Perhaps Ulliel is hampered by having to 
perform in English—he doesn’t have the 
ear for the playful, theatrical cadences 
Hopkins brought to the part, the music he 
brings to even a simple line like “Hello, 
Clarice,” his voice dipping low on her 
name and almost swallowing it whole. Or 
his flat, nasal pronunciation of the word 
“Chianti” in his famous line about the 
fava beans and the census-taker's liver— 
a sophisticate sneering at every boob he’s 
ever heard stumble over the foreign 
words on a restaurant wine list. 

-It's this side of Hannibal that Thomas 
Harris seems increasingly fascinated 
by—Hannibal the aesthete, the connois- 
seur of fine dining and classic art and 
architecture. (In Hannibal Rising, Gong Li 
plays Hannibal's aunt, “Lady Murasaki,” a 
pointless reference to the author of The 
Tale of Genji that only emphasizes the 
gap between Harris's highbrow ambitions 
and his actual achievements. 

A similar thing happens when Webber 


It opens with the discovery of a drifting 
spacecraft, all but abandoned save a 
telekinetic, teleporting, ivory-haired 
amnesiac android named Niya, a fetch- 
ing humanoid with enormous, sleepy, 
sad eyes. 

Niya’s taken home to the fractured 
family of a scientist, who live in an 
idyllic country manor where the 
housekeeping is done by a boxy robot 
who plays a mean game of tennis. 
There, Niya’s treated as an equal, a 
family member (inspiration for ALF?) 
beguiling the scientist's neglected 
son, who introduces her to Earthly 
delights, such as swimming in the 
sea. Yet Niya is plagued by flashbacks 
of oily rivers and smog-choked land- 
scapes, all of which hint at the sick 
planet where the busy final act of To 
the Stars takes place amidst uprisings 
and political corruption. 
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Stages a scene at “Castle Vigo.") Who | 
Harris trying to impress? Doesn't he req) 
ize that audiences are lured to Hannity; 
movies by the same thing that lures the;, 
to the Saw and Final Destination seque) 
these films contain the most memorap) 
grotesquely imaginative deaths aroun, 
and we keep hoping that they'll figure ¢), 
a way to top themselves. Harris may 
like to hear it, but all that talk abo, 
Renaissance art and the best way ;, 
roast animal cheeks? All that mystic, 
hugger-mugger about the symbolisry 9; 
cannibalism? That's what we sit throug) 
in order to get to the good stuff. 

Believe me, there's nothing transcey 
dent about eating human flesh. A fo, 
nights before | went to see Hannibal p, 
ing, | went bar-hopping while wearin, 
too-tight pair of shoes and develope; 
blister on my heel. A day later, it bu; 
leaving a flap of skin hanging ther, 
about the size and thickness of a thy! 
nail. | began playing idly with that flap 
| watched Hannibal Rising and somz. 
where during one of the many scenes >i 
Gong Li looking expressionlessly at ha, 
sinister nephew, | accidentally tore it of; 

The movie was so obsessed with can 
nibalism that | decided to see what aij 
the fuss was about and impulsively 
popped it into my mouth. Yeah. Disgust 
ing. The skin felt vaguely waxy, with 
small ridges, the texture of fingerprint: 
that | could make out with my tongue. | 
chewed it up into flavourless shreds 
between my incisors and swallowed 
washing it down with the last of my pop 
| swear, | just don’t see what the big deal 
about cannibalism is—and Hannibal Ais 
ing didn't give me any clues. 

Maybe if I’d drunk a nice Chianti 
instead? w 


Yelena Metyolkina gives a surpris 
ingly detailed and emotionally pointed 
performance as Niya, considering the 
material. There’s a lovely scene where 
she tries on wigs. The whole thing 
eventually builds up to an intergala 
tic action-drama resembling a rousing 
episode of Star Trek, but I was most 
taken with the earlier scenes in which 
Niya tries to find a sense of self on ou! 
still pristine looking planet and con- 
fronts smaller questions of the ethi 
of control and what it is to be human 

Those are the films I've see: 
There's also The Heaven's Call, abou! 
rival space probes crash landing on ai 
asteroid, and Evenings on a Farm Nea 
Dikanka, based on a Nikolai Gogo! 
story. And that’s only the first week' 
Here’s hoping glory of Russian Peop < 
finds new audience in decadent Wes! 
These are rare gems, comrade. v 
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STALKER BRAND NEW PRINT! 
EVENINGS ON A FARM NEAR DIKANKA 


Ail Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates with the support of 
edme 
arts 
pe “ 


= 
Seeks a couple days at NAIT 


Thomas learming 
thet basics of the most 
popular video editing 
software out there. 


info@fava.ca 


RESOURCE CENTRE FOR INDEPENDENT MEDIA ARTISTS. 
-W: WWW.FAVA.CA E: INFO@FAVA.CA 


GA Found. ation 


Conseil des Arts 
du Canada 


Eg Canada Council 
<P> forthe ans OR-PROFIT, ARTIST R 


FE, 
P: 780.429.1671 


FILM 


FEBRUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 21, 2007 


thriller starring Chris Cooper 
Jarhead) and Ryan Phillippe 
Fathers) about an FBI agent 
s his government by selling 
secrets to the Soviets. 


Directed by Gabor 
Cup (Rugrats Go Wild), starring Josh 
‘Hutcherson and Anna Sophia Robb, Bridge 
to Terabithia tells the tale of a fifth-grader 
a toe-to-toe not only with the new 
_ but also his own dreams of becoming 
ie ‘fastest runner in class. 


‘CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD Henry 
‘Czerny and Vilma Silva star in director 
Stephen Simon's (Indigo) drama of a 
homeless man’s unwitting transformation 
into a spiritual messenger and bestselling 
author. Read Carolyn Nikodym’s review on 
page 32. 


GHOST RIDER Stunt motorcyclist Johnny 
Blaze sets it all on fire and becomes Mar- 
vel comic’s hottest anti-hero in Director 
Mark Steven Johnson's (Elektra and Dare- 
devil) screen adaptation. Starring Nicholas 
Cage, Peter Fonda and Raquel Alessi. 


TSARS 10 STARS This Soviet-era film 
fest offers sci-fi classics of Russian “film 
fantastika.” Read Josef Braun's article on 
page 29. The Heaven's Call THU, FEB 15 (7:18 
al "Si FEB 17 (9:15PM); Planet of Storms THU, 
FEB 15 (PM) & SUN, FEB 18 (7:15PM); Evenings on a 
Farm near Dikanka Rl, FEB 16 (7PM) & MON, FEB 
19(7PM); Stalker FRl, FEB 16 (8:30PM) & MON, FEB 19 
(K30PM); To the Stars by Hard Ways SAI, FEB 
17 (7PM) & SUN, FEB 18 (9PM); The Amphibian 
Man THU, FEB 22 (TPM) & SAT, FEB 24 (9PM); Cosmic 
Vo yage with The Cameraman’s Revenge 
mit if 22 (GPM) & MON, FEB 26 (7PM); First on the 
Moon FA, FEB 23 (7PM) & SUN, FEB 25 (7PM); Rusian 
and Ludmila FAl, FEB 23 (8:30 PM) & SUN, FEB 25 
(B:30PM); Zero City SAT, FEB 24 (7PM) & MON, FEB 26 


(BPM) ZEIDLER HALL THE CITADEL 
( 


Ay vo A STUDIO 


Hatha tyengar Ashtanga 
12039 — 127 street 


edmontonyogastudio@shaw.ca 


tel 451.8131 


FRI, FEB 16-THU, FEB 


6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
THE QUEEN (PG) Fri Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 6:00 
EPIC MOVIE (14A) Fii Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


Cinema 12: 3633-99 St. 463-5481 


THE DEPARTED (184, coarse language, violence) 
Dally 1:10, 4:20, 7:25; Fri-Sat late show 11:05 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Sat-Sun 11:15; Dally 
1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 9:40; Fri-Sat late show 12:25 


APOCALYPTO (144, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lance) Daily 12:55, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:00 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for 
young children) Dally 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; Fri- 
‘Sat tate show 12:00 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun 11:05; 
Dally 1:05, 3:05, 5:10, 7-35, 9:45; Fri-Sat late 
show 11:50; Kids Kabin Fever: 1:05 


BORAT (14A, coarse language, sexual content, 
crude conlent,not recommended for children) 
Sat-Sun 11:10; Dally 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:30, 
10:05; Fri-Sat late show 11:55 


OPEN SEASON (G) Sat, Sun, Mon 12:00, 2:10, 
415 

THE PRESTIGE (14A) Fri Tue-Thu 1:30, 4:15; 
Sat, Sun, Mon 7:10, 9:55. 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Sat-Sun 
11:30; Daily 2:00, 4:35, 7:20, 9:50; Fri-Sat late 
show 12:15 


THE GOOD SHEPARD (14A) Daily 12:50, 4:00, 
7:25; Fri-Sat late show 11:00. 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 1:40, 
3:55, 7:05, 9°15; Fri-Sat late show 11:40 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Daily 1:20, 4:95, 6:55, 
9:30; Fri-Sat late show 12:05 


DEJA VU (14A) Sat-Sun 10:50; Daily 1:25, 4:10, 
7:00, 9:35; Fri-Sat late show 12:10 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
THE DEPARTED (184, coarse language, violence) 
Daly 1:15, 4:20, 7:40; Fri-Sat late show (0:45, 

Jb 15 


APOCALYPTO (144. gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Dally 1:05, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25, Fri-Sat late show 12:00 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Sat-Sun 11:15; Daily 1:40, 
4:45, 7:25, 9:55; Fri-Sat late show 12:20 


BLOOD AND CHOCOLATE (144, gory scenes, 
brutal Violence) Sat-Sun 11:35; Daily 4:25, 10:05, 
‘Sat late show 12:25 


THE GOOD GERMAN (144. coarse language) Fri, 
Tue-Thu 11:20, 1:60, 4:50, 7:35, 10:00, Fi-Sat late 
show 12:20; Sat, Sun, Mon 7:35, 10:00 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 
1:55, 4:30, 7:05, 9:10; Fri-Sat tate show 11:20; Kids 
Kahin Fever: 1:55 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young 
chidren) Sat-Sun 10:50; Dally 1:30, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35; 
Fii-Sat late show 12:05 


BORAT (14A, coams language, sexual content 
(rude content, not recommended for cniidren) Sat- 
‘Sun 11:05; Daily 1:25, 3:20, 5:15, 7:20, 9:45; Fri-Sat 
late show 11:50 


‘STRANGER THEN FICTION (PG) Sat-Sun 11:90, 
Day 2:00, 4:4D, 7:20, 9:50; Fri-Sat tale show 12:15 


OPEN SEASON (G) Sat, Sun, Mon 11:15, 1:10, 
9:15, 505 


THE GOOD SHEPARD (14A) Daly 1:00, 6:20, Fi 
Sat late show 11:05 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 11:00; Daily 1:05, 
9:10, 5:10, 7:15, 9:15; Fri-Sat late show 11:30, 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Daily 1:20, 4:05, &50. 
9:30; Fri-Sat late show 12:05 No 1:20 show on Frt 
Feb. 16 


DEJA VU (144) Sat-Sun 10:55; Dally 185, 4:15, 
7,00, 9:40, Fet-Sat tate show 12:10 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 
PAN'S LABYRINTH (744. brutal vidlenos, not rec 


ommended for chikdren. Spanish subtities) Deity 
12.50, 3:0), 6:40, 935 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Daly 1:00, 4:00, 7-00, 950 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Day 12.40, 340, 
6:50, 9:40 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Datty 1-20, 420, 710, 
10:00 


SMOKIN’ ACES (184, gory scenes, brutal ymnice) 
Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 1:40, 4:40, 7:30, 10:10; Sun 4:40, 
7230, 10:10 


DREAMGIRLS (PG, conse language. Malure 


FILM LISTINGS § 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 


El 


themes) Daily 12-30, 3:30, &35, 9.25 


SRL eae i oy ema eee a 
Jenoa) Daly 1:10, 4:10, 6:45, 940 


NORBIT (PG, sexual content. crude content, not 
ecommended for chicken) Dally 1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 
10:05 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (18. gory 
Scenes) Dally 12:35, 3:25, 6:30, 9:15 


WATER (PG, mature themes, not recommenced for 
chidren) Sun 1:40 


AREVIEW 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 


(GHOST RIDER (144) Fr-Mon 2:00, 4:90, 7.15, 
9:45; Tue-Thu 4:30, 7:15, 9:45 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may tighten young 
(hédren) Fri-Mon 1:00, 3:30, 7:00, 9:30; Tue-Thu 
7:00, 9:30, 4:50 


(MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Fri-Mon 1:45, 4:05, 
6:50, 9:20; Tue-Thu 4:05, 6:50, 9:20 


HANNIBAL RISING (184, gory scenes, brutal wo- 
fence) Fri-Mon 1:25, 3:55, 725, 9:55; Tue-Thu 3:56, 
7.25, 955 


BECAUSE I SAID SO (14A) Fri Mon 2:15, 5:00, 
7:45, 10:00; Tue-Thu 5:00, 7°45, 10:00 


NORBIT (PG, sexual content, crude content, not 
recommended for chidren) Fri-Vion 1:15, 4:20, 645, 
9:10; Tue-Thu 4:20, 6:45, 9:10 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Fri-Mon 1:10, 3:40, 6:30, 9:05; 
Tue Thu 6:30, 9:05, 4:00 


EPIC MOVIE (14) Fri-Mon 1:20, 2:45, 6:35; Tue- 
Tho 4:40, 6:35 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri-Mon 1:30, 4:10; Tue-Thu 4:10 


THE MESSENGERS (14, frightening scenes) Dally 
6:40, 9:00 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (1 4A, brutal violence, not rec- 
commenxied for chidren) Daily 9:15. 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PAI 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frahten young 
chiidren, no passes) Fri 3:45, 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Mon 
12:30, 3:45, 7:10, 9:45; Tue-Thu 7:10, 9:45 


GHOST RIDER (14A, no passes) Fi 3:15, 4:15, 
6:90, 730, 9:15, 10:15; Sat-Mion 1:90, 3:15, 4:15, 
6:00, 7:30, 9:15, 10:15; Tue-Thu 6:30, 7:30, 9:15, 
10:15 


BREACH (PG, coarse language, no passes) Fri 
4:00, 7:00, 9:50; Sat-Mon 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50; 
Tue-Thu 7:00, 9:50 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Fri 3:35, 6:35, 9:20; Sat- 
Mon 12:50, 3:35, 6:35, 9:20; Tue-Thu 6:35, 9:20 


NORBIT (PG, saxuet content, crude content, not 
recommended for chidiren) Fr 3:25, 6:45, 10:00; 
Sat-Mon 12:35, 3:25, 6:45, 10:00; Tue-Thu 6:45, 
10:00 


HANNIBAL RISING (184 gory scenes, brutal vo- 
lence} Fri 3:55, 7:15, 10:10; Sat-Mon 1:10, 255, 
7:15, 10:10; Tus-Thu 7:15, 10:10 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (144, brutal Violence, not rec- 
‘ommended for chidren, subtitled) Fri-Sat Mori 3:10, 
7:20, 10:05; Sun 3:10, 10:05; Tue-Thu 7:20, 10:05 


BECAUSE I SAID SO (144) Fn 3.40, 6.40, 9:35, 
Sat-Mon 12°55, 3:40, 640, 9:35; Tue Thu & 
Wed 6:40, 9:35 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM /PG, not recomended 
for young chidiren) Fil 3:20, 625, 9:40; Sal-Mon 
12:40, 3:20, 6:25, 9:40; Tuo-Thu 6:25, 9:40 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Sal-Mon 1:20 


THE MESSENGERS (14A, frightening soanes) Sat 
Mon 12:45 

WWE: NO WAY OUT (Gasification not avaliabte) 
Sun 6:00 

OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS.OTTAWA, 
(Cessttfication not avetetie} Tue 5:00 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS.COLUMBUS 
(Cassiication not avekable) Thu 6:00 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


THE WORLD?S HOTTEST COMMERCIALS (PG) 
Daily 7:00, 9-00; Sat Sun, Mon 200 


GATEWAY 8 
2250 Caloary Trail, 496-6977 


LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA (144, gory scones, 
titted) Fri Tue-Thu 7.20, Sat-Mon 1:10, 4:15, 7:30 


ALPHA DOG (184 coarse languige) Daly 7:10, 
ass 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL (144, ratte Inemes, 
coarse language) Fri Tue-Thu 7:25, 9:45; Set-Mon 
2:00, 4:05, 7:25, 245 


DREAMGIRLS (PG, course lnnguace, mature 
themes) Fri Tue Thu 6:50, 9:35; SatMon 1:05, 4:00, 


FILM 


650,935 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fri Tue Tha Gl5, 9:15. 
1:40, 3:55, 6:45, 9:15 


Sat-Mon 


EXLAVYA: THE ROYAL GUARD (STC. suiities) 
FA Tue Thu 6:30, 8:45; Sat-Mon 1:00, 2:30, 630, 
B45 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND [18 gory 
Scenes, sublitied) Fri Tue: Thy 7:00, 9:40; Sat-Mon 
1:30, 4:10, 7:00. 9:40 


STOMP THE YARD (PG. course language) Fri Tus 
Thu 7:15, 9-50; Sat’Mon 1:50, 4:20, 7:15, 9:50 


(CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) SatMon 1.20. 3.35 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert, 456-9822 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daly 1:15, 3:15, 510 
(715, 910 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 2:55 
THE QUEEN (PG) Dally 12:55, 5:00, 9:30 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14. viclenos, disturbing con 
tent) Dally 6:55 


NORBIT (PG, crude content, sexual content, not 


recommended for young chikiren) Dally 1:05, 3:10, 
5:15, 7:20, 9:15 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Dally 12:50, 2:00, 5:05, 7:10, 
925 


BRIDGE TO TERRABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young chidren) Daily 1:0, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 9:20 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 


HANNIBAL RISING (164. gory scenes, brutal Vo- 
tence) Dally 7:00, 9:25 


GHOST RIDER (1 4A) Daily 7. 
12:55, 3:25 


10, 9:20; Sat Sun Mon 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten young 
chiidren) Daily 6:55, 9:15; Sat Sun Mon 1:10, 3:30 


HAPPILY N’ EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Mon 1:00, 3:15 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Wed-Thu 7:05, 9:15 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 
Camrose. 780-608-2144 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten young 
chikren) Dally 7:10, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 2:10. 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Daiy 6:55, 9:05; Sat, Sun, 
Mon, Tue 1:55 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Daiy 7:00, 9:00; Sat, 
‘Sun, Mon, Tus 2:00 


NORBIT (PG, crude content, sexual content, not 
recommended for chidreri) Dally 7:05, 9:15; Sat, 
‘Sun, Mon, Tue 2:05 


HANNIBAL RISING (184, gory soanes, brutal vo- 
‘encs} Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Mon 1:50 


MAGIC LANTERN -SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St. Spruce Grove 972-2332 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Daty 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun Mon 1:00, 
3:00 


METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


EVENINGS ON A FARM NEAR DIKANKA (PG) Fi 
Men 7-00 


‘SSTALICER (PG) Fri Mon 6:90. 

TO THE STARS BY HARD WAYS (PG) Sat 7:00; 
Sun 9:00 

THE HEAVENS CALL (PG) Sat &15 
PLANET OF STORMS (PG) Sun 7:15 

THE AMPHIBIAN MAN (PG) Thu 7:00 


COSMIC VOYAGE W/ CAMERAMAN’S: 
REVENGE (PG) Thu 9:00 


NEW WEST MALL 
8882-170 St, 444-1629 
WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Fri Tus Thu 6:45, 9:20), 


Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:55, 6:45, 9:90, Mon 3:55, &45, 
930 


HAPPILY N’EVER AFTER ((3) Fri 5:15, 7°30; Sat 
Sun 12.0, 4:00, 5:15, 7:20; Mon a:00, §:15, 7:30; 
Tue Tha 7:30 


APOCALYPTO (144. gory scones, brutal vickanon) 
Fit Tue Thu (8:30, 9:20, Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 6:30, 
9:20; Man 3:40, 6:30, 9:20 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (144) Fr Mon 4.40, 8:50, 
Sat-Sun 12:45, 440, 6:50; The-Thu 8:50 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (144, coorse language, 
mature thames) Dey 9:50 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (3) Fi S10, 7-10: 
Sat-Sun 12:35, 2:45, 5:10, 7:10; Mon 2:45, 5:10, 
710; Tae The 7:10 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for chicren) 


Caty 9:10 


BORAT (144, cares nguage. sexe! content. 
aude content, not recommnendisd for chicrer) Fri 
5:00, 7.00, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1255, 2-50, 5:00, 7.00, 
8:40; Mon 250, 5.00, 7:00, 240; Tue-Thu 7:00, 
240 

FLUSHED AWAY (G) Fri 4:50, 6:50, 9:00, Sat-Sun 
12:40, 2:40, 450, 6:50, 9:00; Mon 2:40, 4:50, 6:50, 
9:00; Tue-Thu 6:50, 9:00 
STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Fri Mon 4:30 


7-20, 845; Sat-Sun 1.10, 420, 720, 9:45; 
720, 2 


NORTH ED TON CINEMAS 
14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may Inighten young 
children, no passes} Day 12:30, 250, 5:20, 7:4e 
10:05 


Tue Thu 


GHOST RIDER (14, no passes) Daly 12:00, 1:90, 
2:30, 4:10, 5:10, 6:50, 7:50, 9:30, 10:40 


BREACH (PG, coarse language. no passes) 
Daily 12:40, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Fri-Mon Wed-Th 
1:10, 3:50, 7:10, 9:45; Tua 3:50, 7:10, 9:45 
Star and Strollers Sereening: Tue 1:00 


NORBIT (PG, sexual content, crude content, not 
recommended for children) Daily 1250, 4:40, 
7:30, 10:00 


HANNIBAL RISING (154, gory scenes, brutal 
Violence) Dally 1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 10:20 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (14A) Daily 1:00, 3:40, 
655, 9:20 


THE MESSENGERS (14A. frightening scer 
Dally 2:10, 5:20, 8100, 10:30 


BABEL (144, mature themes, not recommended 
for children) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 3:20, 6:40, 9:50; 
Tus 9:50 


SMOKIN! ACES (184. gory 
lence) Fri-Wed 2:00, 5:00, 7:55, 
2:00, 10:35, 


s, brutal ¥ 
10:35; Tha 


EPIC MOVIE (14A) Daily 1:20 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (14A. brutal Violence, not 
recommended for children, subtitled) Fri: Wed 
12:50, 4:20, 7:15, 10:10; Thu 12:50. 10:10 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G3) Dally 
12:10 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom 
mended for young chikiren} Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 
12:15, 2:40, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15; Sun 12:15, 2:40, 
9:20 

BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, Viclenos, disturbing con 
tent) Fr-Tus Thu 3:30, 6:45, 9:55; Wed 3:30, 9:55 


HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 12:45 
WWE NO WAY OUT (STO Sun 6:00 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS.OTTAWA 
(Cassification net available) Tue $00 


(OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS.COLUMBUS 
(Cassfication not avaiable) Thu 5:00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD (PG) Daly 7:00, 
9:16; Sat, Sun, Mon 2:00 


VENUS (144, coarse language mature themes) Daly 
9:10; Sat, Sun. Man 3:30 


PARTITION (144. vickenced Day 8.50; Sal, Sun, 
Mon 1:00 


SILVERCITY WEM 
WEM, 8882-170 St. 444-2400 


GHOST RIDER (144) . no passes, Digital) Dally 
12:00, 1:00, 3°15, 3:50, 7:00, 7:45, 10:00, 10:25 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may Inghten 
young chidren, no passes, Digital) Firi-Mion Wed 
12:30, :00, 7:15, 9:45; Tue Thu 12:30, 3:00, 
7:00, 245 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG, Digital) Daity 12:00, 
4:30, 7:15, 9.50 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: THE IMAX EXPE- 
RIENCE (PG, not recommers 
dren, Digital, IMAX) Freon 12:00: 
7-30, 10:20; Tus-Tha 


NORBIT (PG, sexus! Content, crude content, not 
recommended for cnildren, Digital) Daily 12:15, 
4:10, 7:05, 9:45 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (14 Crutal wolence, not 
recommended for children, Digital) Daty 
2:30, 6:30, 9:45 


HANNIBAL RISING (124. gory scones, 
Yollenee, Digital) Daly 12:40, 4:20, 7:25 


, Deutal 
10:15 


BLOOD AND CHOCOLATE [144 Digital) Daly 
20, 640, 9:35 


HAPPY FEET (G, Digital) Daly 12:40 
THE MESSENGERS (144, frightoning scenes. 


FEBRUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 21, 2007 


Bigtal fe Tue Thu 1220, 
1220, 3:15, 940 


young chicren, Digital} Fre 
10:10; Wed-Thu 205, 10:10 


WWE: NO WAY OUT (Cz 
Dgte Sun 6:00 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS.OTTAWA 
(Cessiicaton not avaible, Digta) Tue 5:00 


OILERS PPV. EDMONTON VS.COLUMBUS 
(Cassfication not avaiable, Digital) Thu 0 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 
GHOST RIDER (148, 10 


2 


5, 4:10, 5:30, 7:10, 8:10, 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG. may 
dren, no passes) Daly 12:15, 230), 


BREACH [PG, co 
Mon Wed-Thu 1:20, 4: 
7-20, 10:10; Star and 


1:60 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) 
9:46 


NOREIT (PG. saxel cont 
Tecommended for children) © 
10:15 


HANNIBAL RISING (184 
lance} Daly 2:00 


THE MESSENGERS (1 4A, ingniterer 
Daly 12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 8:00, 10-40 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (144) Daily 12:50, 3:30 
640, 9:15 


SMOKIN’ ACES [184 
lenoe) Daily 2:50, 5:2 


CATCH AND RELEASE (PG, se 
recommended for young children 
3:50, 6:45 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (14. brute 
‘ommended for children, subiitied) 
6:45, 9:40 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Daily 
12:30 


CHILDREN OF MEN (14A. coarse language, 
Violence) Daily 9:30 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PS. not reco 
mended for young chilciren) Fri-Wed 1:50, 4 
7:45, 10:15; Thu 1:50, 10:15 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) F 
Wed-Thu 12:40, 3 30, 9:20, Tue 12 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, volence, & 


content) Daily 3:45, 7:15, 10:20 


CASINO ROYALE (144, violence) 
Thu 12:20, 3:40, 6:50, 10:00; Sun 12: 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 1:10 


WWE: NO WAY OUT (Classifica! 
able) Sun 6:00 


OILERS PPV: EDMONTON VS.OTTAWA 
(Cessicafion not avalabie} Tue 5:00 


OILERS PP¥: EDMONTON VS.COLUMBUS 
eisbie} Tha 5:00 


GHOST RIDER (1 
Mon 1:30, 4:10 


BRIDGE TO TERASITHIA FG, 
Pikcren} Daty 655, $15, Sat Sun Mon 1:10, S50 


neften yours 


HAPPILY N° EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Mon 1:00, 215 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Wee 
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n talking to the camera, Conversations with God mumbles 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

na weird case of serendipity, | was 
| Rear through one of 

those free alternative 
health magazines a couple 
of days before I sat down 
to watch Conversations THSIS OK 
with God, and there was this inter- 
view with Neale Donald Walsch. 

At the time, I didn’t know who he 
was nor did I make the connection 
that the movie I was set to review 
was about the same guy. 

Now, if you live in the same kind of 
mindset as Walsch, you'll believe that 
this was exactly as it should be, that 
this was not a coincidence. 

For those of you who don’t know, 
Walsch is this guy who hit bottom 
when he was in his late 40s; he lost his 
belongings in a fire, his marriage failed 
and he broke his neck in a car acci- 
dent. He soon found himself living in a 
small tent city in Oregon, living off of 


OPENS FL FE 16 
CONVERSA 


BlO-PIC 


DIRECTED BY STEPHEN SIMON 
WRITTEN BY NEALE DONALD WALSCH, 
FRIC DELA BARRE 

STARRING HENRY CZERNY, VILMA SILVA, 
TBRUCE PAGE ZILLAH GLORY 


the avails of bottle and can collecting. 

Walsch had always been something 
of a seeker, however, and after writ- 
ing an angry letter to God, he found 
that he was getting answers, real tan- 
gible answers that he wrote down and 
which eventually became his first 
book, Conversations with God. 


THIS IS THE KIND of movie you really 
want to like. It’s a feel-good tale about 
overcoming adversity, about being 
spiritually greedy but not materially, 
and about opening yourself up to all 


whats Hol! 


Hits you with the 


ne 


City Spice e-Magazine 


hott 


tpla i 


Alberta's thriving 
(Dan scene! 


el yertaLive.ecom 


FEBRUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 21, 2007 


that is positive and good about life. 
Canadian actor Henry Czermy does an 
admirable job of bringing Walsch to 
life—considering the many holes in 
the script and the onscreen action. 

It isn’t that the film jumps back and 
forth through time, from Walsch’s 
downtrodden days to his successful 
career as author and public speaker 


and back again. Although he’s not 
particularly artful about it, director 
Stephen Simon (Indigo) understands 
how well the contrast between the 
two lives plays out. 

But he had wanted to make this 
film for over a decade, and it seems 
that perhaps he became over-familiar 
with the story because many of the 


movie's threads get introduced ap, 
dropped. Life can definitely be |jj 
that, but the film doesn’t play it th 
way, leaving its audience somewh;, 
unsatisfied. 

When Walsch first becomes hom. 
less, for instance, he takes a long by; 
trip, walks to a house in the pour), 
rain, decides not to knock on ¢}, 
door, but goes into the garage to or, 
a sleeping bag. Who does this hous 
belong to? We never find out. 4,, 
what about his four ex-wives an, 
nine children? 

Certainly we've all been in simj;, 
situations, where things can’t alwa, 
be explained because they are ; 
painful, or to do so would somehow 
betray the people in our lives, ,,; 
that’s part of what makes Walsc} 
story compelling. 

But I can’t seem to get past the fa 
that it’s not in the story that the {ii 
fumbles, but in the telling. w 


Hannibal needs to bite it 


STEVE LILLEBUEN / steve@vueweekly.com 


annibal Lecter has become so 
ingrained in pop 
culture as a symbol 


of pure evil that there is lit- 
tle a prequel about his 
childhood evolution into THIS SUCKS 
madness can do to make him more 


terrifying than he already is. 
This is aliaphil battle Hannibal 


Rising faces before the film even 
begins. While the prequel is shot beau- 
tifully in Eastern Europe and France 
with only minor problems in slow pac- 
ing, the story lacks punch and the level 
of gore audiences are expecting. 

Following Hannibal's early child- 
hood and adolescence, the film tries 
to explain how these experiences led 
to his transition from a normal child 
to a cannibalistic killer. 

Growing up in 
Lithuania, the young 
Hannibal escapes 
Hitler’s Blitzkrieg in 
the Second World War 
by hiding in the family 
cabin deep in a nearby 
forest. His parents are 
soon killed in the 
crossfire between a 
Soviet tank and a Ger- 
man bomber, leaving 
him all alone with his 
younger sister. 

A group of looters 
arrives to shack up in 
the hideout, and, upon facing starva- 
tion in the dead of winter, they turn to 
his sister for their next meal. Seeing 
his sister eaten by the looters renders 
Hannibal mute, and he later spends 
years in an orphanage being picked 
on by bullies and fighting back like a 
wounded animal. 

Eight years later, Hannibal is living 
with his Aunt (Li Gong) in France, 
studying medicine during the day and 
admiring her Japanese heritage in the 
night. He is fascinated with her samu- 
rai swords and armour, practicing 
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Kendo with her regularly. Then, upor 
a run-in with the local racist butch 
er—where he has his first taste 
murder—he decides to return | 
Lithuania as a grown man to 
those responsible for eating his siste 


GASPARD ULLIEL DOES a fine jot 


portraying Hannibal as a brillian 
sociopath. A subplot emerg 
between a war crime investigalo' 
played by Dominic West, and Hanni 
bal, where they develop a close wor! 
ing relationshi 
These few scenes a! 
the most interesting— 
even though the ide: 
itself has been done- 
as both are fighting 
for justice, ju 
through different 
means. 

It's not exactly rv 
eting stuff, but it’s 7! 
least a believab! 
attempt at explainins 
the childhood of suc! 
a cultural icon. Thé¢ 
explanation is all jus! 
a little cliché, though, isn’t it? The 
script follows a typical formula thal 
rarely leaves the audience surprised 
or interested. 

Nothing Hannibal experienced °' 
did, after all, can be more power!u! 
than our overactive imaginations. 7 
Silence of the Lambs, one of several 
films in the Hannibal series, used th 
audience's lack of knowledge to g°"" 
erate suspense. Here, having eve") 
thing spelled out to us is more 4" 
exercise in history than mystery °! 
intrigue. v 
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Bourne tips his hat for charity 


FDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
think music is a big part of liv- 
| ing.” says Bill Bourne, his 
enthusiasm immediately 
apparent. “It’s huge. I think it’s a mira- 
cle, really. Often music gets sort of 
marginalized, but what would happen 
if you took it away? It would be dis- 
mal to be alive.” 

Bourne has always been a busy guy 
on a local scene that he has watched 
grow from a single weekly open mic 
night to several spread throughout 
Edmonton’s venues. His reverence for 
the power of music—a healing force 
that he sees as food for the spirit—has 
led to his involvement in many a local 
events, from goodwill-inspired 
fundraisers to pure celebrations of the 
sound of music. 

With Boon Tang, his first solo album 
since 2002, just on the horizon, Bourne 
is readying himself for a year of serious 
touring in support of the disc. But he’s 
more than happy to be getting things 
off the ground right here at home with 
a Valentine's dance party where he’ll 
perform with some friends for the pur- 
pose of raising money for the local 
charitable group SIRENS (Support for 
Individuals at Risk in Everybody's 
Neighbourhood Society). 

Bourne appreciates the grassroots 
nature of the organization, where 
those involved volunteer their time 
and effort to raise money in support 
of five sustainable programs—a 
breakfast program, an after-school 
basketball program, a program that 
sees Derk’s providing free tuxedos for 
graduations to kids who can’t afford 
them, a choir and tuition for kids who 
come from low income families—with 
100 per cent of the money going to 
the programs rather than administra- 
tion costs. 


WHEN BOURNE TAKES THE STAGE at the 
benefit, he'll be doing so as both a 
solo artist and as part of Nerklewerks, 
a duo consisting of him and his friend 
Tippy Agogo. 

“We do this amazing thing where 
We just start playing and we have no 
idea what we're going to do,” Bourne 
chuckles. “We never work anything 
Out, so it’s all completely open, and 


FA, FEB 16 (7 PM) 


BILL BOURNE 

WITH NERKLEWORYS,LAURELE TACY RIDE 
NORTHGATE IONS RECREATION CENTRE 
(504-138 AVENUE) S20 


it’s astonishing the things that happen 
sometimes when we do that.” 

That sort of free-form approach to 
music is something that runs through 
Bourne's work. Even his new album is 
about a certain feeling, despite having 
been recorded in bits and pieces over 
the last couple of years 

“This new album to me, it was all 
about vibes,” he explains. “The title, 
Boon Tang, if you look it up in the dic- 
tionary it literally means a fortunate 
event with a strong flavour, or a 
blessing with a strong flavour.” 

Much of Bourne's inspiration for 
this album came about through the 
musical relationships he has devel- 
oped over the last few years with 
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LASIK 
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singers Eivor Palsdottir and the sin- 
gularly named Laurelle, and with 12- 
year-old flautist Aysha Wills, all of 
whom appear on the new album. 

Bourne's desire to capture the 
resulting inspiration on tape led to his 
recording the album at home with his 
own equipment 

“When you record at home you can 
sort of pick and choose your 
moments,” he says of the process. “If 
you're having a really good day, you 
can turn on the tape deck and wow, 
you can get some really neat stuff. 

“Whereas, in the studio you line up 
the dates, you book the engineer and 
you go in and perform and you better 
be having a good day,” he continues. 
“Otherwise it’s gonna cost you a lot of 
money for nothing, so there's a lot of 
pressure on that and I don’t know 
how good that pressure is for music. I 
don’t think music is about pressure. 
Music is about internal joy." w 
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Come east, Lotus Child 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
T= inscrutable fact of life for 
burgeoning Western Canadian 
bands is that their travel 
schedule is going to suck. Unlike the 
lucky folks down East, big cities are 
spaced about one every 400km from 
Manitoba to BC, leading to a life full 
of either interminably long road trips 
or plenty of gigs playing in the shad- 
ows of the world’s biggest Ukrainian 
miscellanea. 

Either way, though, you're in for 
long, boring stretches where your only 
hope for keeping the band together is 
self-entertainment—enough of it to fill 
a few weeks at a time, no less. It’s an 
eye-glazing fact of life that Vancouver 
pop-rockers Lotus Child have come 
face to face with while touring their 
debut full-length, the catchy, piano- 
stomping Gossip Diet, across the great 
wide West. 

“Really dumb games are all that’s 
keeping this band together some 
times. When you’re in a town where 
there's nothing to do but go to the 
Salvation Army, throwing rocks 
against things or jumping over shit is 
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the only thing you can do and still be 
able to play that night,” explains 
singer/guitarist Zach Gray over the 
phone from Vancouver, a few days 
before the band sets off for another 
trip full of fucking around. 

“Actually, our drummer [Miles 
Bruce] and bassist [Peter Carruthers] 
are pretty satisfied with the Salvation 
Army,” pipes up fellow singer/pianist 
Tom Dobrzanski, on the other line. 
“You can leave theming’ thrift store 
or a record store or something and 
come back in five hours and they'll 
still be searching through shit, having 
a great time. That's pretty nice—it's 
like free rhythm section babysitting.” 


OF COURSE, HITTING ON a great way to 
keep the timekeepers amused is only 
one of the many benefits of hopping 
along the small town circuit, accord- 
ing to the singing duo. According to 


S.1A.E.N.S. proudly presents its 2nd Annual 


Tix available at 
TicketMaster, 


Southside Sound, Alfie Myhre’s 
or by calling Frank at 439-7460 


them, when you spend as much time 
as they do playing in places that can 
get as lifeless as Vancouver's stages 
are known to be, getting out amongst 
the people who have been throwing 
rocks and jumping fences all day 
makes for a better show. 

“In the big cities, people are always 
pretty much looking for something 
not to like—it's like they go to shows 
to criticize them, not really enjoy 
them,” explains Dobrzanski, who 
admits to occasionally leaving his 
dancing pants at home himself. “But 
the small towns, they want you to be 
the best band ever, so that they can 
say that they were at your show when 
you stopped in town.” 

“Edmonton’s actually kind of like 
that, too,” adds Gray, intending it as a 
compliment, as unaware as he is of 
our city envy. “No one's ever out dur- 
ing the day, you all have jobs or 
something, but it seems like it means 
you really want to have fun when you 
come out.” 

Good for us, so long as the band can 
find a way to pass the time without 
throwing rocks at Manulife Place. w 
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LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Derina 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Joshus Gropp; 
8pm; donations 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
&-10pm 


DAUD Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wynters every Tue; 9pm 
DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 

FOUR ROOMS Althea Cunningham; 
8pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover: 8pm 


JAMBMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-1ipm 

J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage with The Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am 
JEFFREYS CAFE Stu Millman 
Benefit Concert: Edmonton's Jazz All 
Stars; $20 (proceeds to Millman fami- 
\) 

SULLIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 

‘STARLITE ROOM Project Hope 
Benefit: Fractal Patter, Fields to 
Flood, Hills Like White Elephants; 
8pm (door); $10 { advi/$12 (door); 
advance tickets available at 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen, Sam 
Centre at Grant MacEwen College 
URBAN LOUNGE Apache Rose (CD 
felease party) 


WILD WEST SALOON Brett Barrow 
YARDBIRD SUITE Big Band Festival 


CLASSICAL 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THE- 
ATRE Pandit Vishwa Mohan Bhatt 
8pm; $29 (adult/senior)/$24 (student) 
al TIX on the Square. 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DU SWAG 


(WHYTE AVE) 


Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew, InVinceable, 
ShortRound, SpinGycle; Touch it, Lady 
Vicious; Valentine's celebration host- 
ed by Kwame 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s; Trash Bingd 
hosted by Dexter Nebula, Sushi, 
Stiletto, Belinda Carbomb, Hells 
Yeah; 9.45 (First Card); no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. clas- 
sic rock, A&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun by Pl residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock. pop, 
hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lewoxd Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


MUSIC 


‘DISCO Retro Night: music flash 
backs from the “50s, ‘60s, 70s, ‘80s, 
‘and the "90s; 7pm- 12 midnight; $6 ($4 
rental/pair) 

STANDARD (1! Danny Howells (UK: 
Tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: Calgary's electro rap mash-up 
party rockers C'est Dangereux with 

Nik 7; 8pm (door); $4 cover 


WUNDERBAR 0.) Jazzy Chris; no 
cover 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE African Guitar 
‘Summit with Ndidi Onukwulu and 
Madagascar Slim; 7:30pm; $38 at the 
Arden Theatre box office, 
TicketMaster 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 


BAMBOLED LATIN LOUNGE 
Reggaeton 214: A Valentine's Affair 
Cruzito in concert, DJ Myztiko, Erin V. 
and Los Playaz: $15 (adv), more day 
of 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Findlay, 
8:30pm; donations 


CASINO EDMONTON five on the 
Side (pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD viP 
(pop/rock) 


CENTURY CASINO Hotel California 
{Tribute to the Eagles) 


FOUR ROOMS Althea Cunningham; 
Spm; $5 


FRESH START CAFE Maynard 
Kolskog, Paul Levens 


HULBERT'S Tom King and Thom 
Golub; Spm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band; 
SZam 


mares CAFE Brett Miles (jazz! 
7 


JULUIAN'S PIANO BAR Graham 


NORTHGATE LIONS RECREATION 
CENTRE Valentine's Dance Party. 
Benefit for S..R.E.N-S.with 
Nerkelwerks, Tacoy Ryde, Tippy Agogo, 
Laurelle, Bill Bourne; 7pm; $20 at 
TicketMaster, Southside Sound, 
Myhre's Music 


O'COMNORS IRISH PUB Patsy 
Amico and Brian Gregg Trio 
(blues/roots}: Spm 


POLISH HALL Johnny Winter, David 
Gogo Band, 8pm; tickets available at 
Megatunes 


POWER PLANT Spill Canvas, Ten 
Second Epic, The Reason; all ages 
licensed event; 7pm (door); $16 (adv) 
at Blackbyrd, Megatunes, SU Info 
Booths, TicketMaster, www,union- 
events.com 


RENDEZVOUS Liar (Black Sabbath, 
tron Maiden, AC/CD, Judas Priest 
covers) 


SIDETRACK CAFE Red Ram, The 
Perms, Christian Hansen and the 
Autistics; 9pm; $10 (door) 


‘STARLITE ROOM The Dudes, Hot 
Panda, Nick Perrault and his band, 
guests; 8pm (door); $10 


THE STUDIO Blazing Violets, Tho 
Perms, The Juice, The Cadavers. 
John Wayne's True Grit 7pm; $5; 
fundraiser to keep The Studio open 


TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Debra 
Lauren 


TRANSCEND COFFEE Martin Kerr 
{British folk import); 70pm; tickets 
available at Transcend Coffee Bar 
and Roastery 


URBAN LOUNGE Granny Dynamite 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Rae 


Spoon, Marc Charron, Kris Glabush; 
$10; 8pm (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Brett Barrow 


(WHISTLESTOP Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots); $:30pm-1:30am 


YARDBIRD SUITE Big Band 
Festival 


CLASSICAL 


TOM HALL Music at 
Convocation Hall: Shelley Younge 
(flute), Tanya Prochazka (cello), Aaron 
Au (violin). Charles Hudelson (clar- 
inet), Sylvia Shadick-Taylor (piano); 
8pm; $20 {adult)/$15 (student/senior) 


‘at TIX on the Square, door 


DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday, Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


Dangerous, Andy Inertia, guests; 1- 
7am, 


URBAN FRAT All New Funktion 
Fridays: with DJ Invinceable, Spice, 
Babygirl; Edmonton Police security on 
site all night 


PREVUE / MON, FEB 19(8 PM) / JOSH RITTER / THE 
POWERPLANT, $10 Josh Ritter has been compared to a 
young Leonard Cohen, but is that really a compliment? | mean, 
Cohen is cool and all, but if someone said you were a lot like 
an ugly, gravelly voiced and neurotic Canadian, you'd probably 
feel like this too. 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with Ds 
and occasional international special 
guest DJ; 9pm (Door); $5 (door) 
BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WALD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
‘on the main floor and on the Wooftop 


BOOTS fetro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


COWBOYS DJ Obert with 
Shamitstiuman Beatbox, Ja 
Shortr Echo; no minors, $15 at 


Ticket nrowsh, Treehouse, 
Cowboys 
DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 


Singles Party: for singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 


ESMERALDA'S 11.) Jimmy Friday; 
Bpm (door) 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Global Fridays 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


GINGUR SKY Black Suit Formal 
Atfair Bad Guy; dress code formal; 
over 21 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday. 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, OJ Fuuze 


MEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with 
OUs Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit 
and guests; no minors; 9pm (door); $5 
NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSA’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: DJ 
Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 


ON THE ROCKS 0) Shawnibis, DJ 
Donjuan 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. clas- 
sic rock, A&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; 9pm-Zam; no cover 

RED STAR Loaded Friday; indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Flyboy 

THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
fotating shows every week; $4 {mem- 
ber/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison. 


fequest with a mix of retro and disco; 
7pm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 rental/pair) 


STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 


‘TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Glitch 
hop, dubstep, breaks, hiphop, dance- 
hall, reggae, drum & bass, and 
mashup with the Root Down with 
Shy PX (digital sound), Roots Sound 
System, Sweetz, Matt Hatter and 
Agent Orange; $20 (adv. at 
Treehouse, Soular, Colour Blind, 
Blackbyrd, and Foosh); more at the 
door 

'WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DU Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 


Fridays:Bree, Nestor Delano; Ryan 
Wade, Dragon and more 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 


BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 
Combo Re; DJ Foxi Roxi, DJ Fuego, 
and DJ Jose Jose; free dance 
classed (8:30-10pm) 

BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN Radio 
for Help, Casanova Playboys, Living 
Illusion, Life of a Well-Managed 
Forest, BreakXAway, Toxik Soul, Jets 
to Theory; 2:30pm (door); $10 (door) 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Washboard Hank and Uncle 
Thirsty; 4-6 pm; no cover acoustic 
every Saturday afternoon 

BUND PIG The Hootin’ Annies (soul, 
tock ‘n’ blues) 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE House Kats; 
8:30pm; donations 

CAFE BRITT Spruce Grove Folk 
Stage’ Bishop; 8pm; $15 avail- 
able at Café Britt 

CASINO EDMONTON Five on the 
Side (pop/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD VIP 
(pop/rock) 

CENTURY CASINO Hotel California 
{Tribute to the Eagles) 


DAUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, 
all ages; 2-6pm 

EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 
Serge Devant and Shawn Mitiska; no 
minors; 9pm; $20-$30 


FOUR ROOMS Althea Cunningham; 
Spm; $5 


FRESH START CAFE Prairie Cats 


HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
top rap groups; Spm 

HULBEAT'S Loma La in (vocals) 
with Brennan Cameron (piano); 8pm 
‘THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 9pm 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam. 
3-7:30pm; country/rock band, Ipm- 
2am, 

JEFFREYS CAFE Sandy Foster, 
Glenn Durksen, Wes Yaciuk (jazz); 9- 
midnight: $10 


SULUIAN'S PIANO BAR >. 


O'CONNORS IRISH PUB ©). 
Amico and Brian Gregg Trio 
{blues/roots); Sprn 


RENDEZVOUS The Burin Ss); 
The Bigfoot Aocketship, At ihe ¢y 
(surf-rock/rock) 


SIDETRACK CAFE The fi: 
Spm; $10 (adv. at Sidetrac 
the Square)/$12 (door) 
STARLITE ROOM Sous in 
Soular Transmission, Mike 
(door): $10 

THE STUDIO Skan, Reaction 
Caustic, Ceasefire, The Foo| 
$5; fundraiser to keep The 
open, 

TOUCH OF CLASS LouNcE 
Lauren 

URBAN LOUNGE Granny (yr, 


VELVET 
Lazersnake; 8pm (door): $ 


WILD WEST SALOON (21: : 


WINSPEAR CENTRE F:3 
‘and Makina Loca {Latin/Afr 
To soukous, Afro-Portuquese 
$38 at Winspear box office 


WHISTLESTOP Mi. Ly 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm-1 30am: 
YARDBIRD SUITE Big Bani 
Festival 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE 
and dancing every Sat 1( 


CLASSICAL 


Ensemble; 8pm; $20 (adu! 
ent/senior) at the doc 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 


REFORMED CHURCH 
Kokopelli and Oran, Ster 
2pm and 7pm; $13 (st 
iorl/$16 (adult) at TIX on th 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with 
Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
two levels 


BUDDY'S Undie night for m 
free'pool and tourney, 9.) 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Sou! Heave 
‘Saturdays: Funky hous 
beatz with DJs T-Ba: 
and local/intemational 

Sented by NewSound Entertain 
ho minors; Ipm-3am 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Sa 
Fever-Live to Air: with 91 
Bounce, DJ Shocker 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with 0.) 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY Sou/Qut 
Black History Month Celebrati 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE S 3 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and guest: 


NEW CITY Rock ‘n’ Aoll/Hea 
Hell: rockandroll/punk. 
dusedeandy with DJs 
and Nazz Nomad 


NEW CITY SUBURBS The | 
Continues .. Saturday Sucks: wth 
DUs Nik Rofeelya and Blue Jay (IV 
Club); $8 


ON WHYTE Saturday ' 
DJ Choklit Elvis and DJ Spy 


ON THE ROCKS D. Shaw 
Donjuan 


THE PALACE Synch Roni 
Gatherings and Protunktion 
Productions Presents DJs from 

BC, Calgary and Edmonton 00 
minors; tickets available at Tr0=!i0 
Records, Foosh 


e 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturd 
breaks electro house spun by 
dents 


RED STAR Indie rock, hip hop. 1° 
indie rock, hip hop with S Neste 
Loopin’ the 3rd 


THE ROOST Saturdays— 
New Years Eve: with DJ Dar 
downstairs and DJ) Jazzy (New 
Music} upstairs; $4 (membe') 
(non-member) 


Vd 


‘SPORTSWORLD 
DESEO Sportsworld Inline an 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request 
mix of retro and disco; 1-5prt 3" 
Tpm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 rental/P° 
‘STARLITE ROOM Politic Live 
Side, Lyic-1, Nicademus, The U 
Team; no minors; 8pm (doo!) 
STOLLIS OM WHYTE Top 40.’ 
house eb People’s DJ 
‘TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 0!" 
hard NRG/trance/funky with Je! 
Hillis, OTD, Big Daddy, STK ™ 
Jam-Bam 


FREEHOUSE Got 1c 
Sen om Fink su 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live jam hosted 
by Willy and Dave every Sun: 2:30pm 
(BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie Jam: 
‘Open stage for all; 9:30pm: no cover 
OSCARS PUB Sundays 
ee cae Captain 
Tractor (8-11pm} 

‘GAR AND GRILL The 
fled Ants (jazzy R&B) every Sunday: 
T-ipm 
ROSEBOWL Surdsy os stage fea- 
‘wri keys ike McDonald alter- 
rate weeks 12 
SIDETRACK CAFE Sidetrack Cafe 
Sunday Night DJ Oudeman; Spm; $5 


Senousty Twisted, Wyld Bill Wild, the 
Funktrader, Deception, B-side: 3pm 
(door $20 


Knucklehead, 
Jotmenns. Brother Voodoo. Dawn the 
Hateh, Bastard Son: 6pm) $5. 
foneiraiser to keep The Studio open 


URBAN LOUNGE 17 Speedhead 


VENUE 
? GUIDE 


{student/senior) at TIX on the Square, 
EYO 436-7932, door 


BLWE CHAIR CAFE Sunday Brunch; 
Stringbeans Quartet; donations 


WINSPEAR CENTRE From Bizet to 
Tho Beatles: Pro Coro Alumni Nathan 
Berg and John Tessier, with Jeremy 
‘Spurgeon reat gala benefit recital: 
‘7pm, $30-$40; reception tickets: $50, 


available at the Wingpear box office 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 


i Night with Atomic Improv, 
Samenh ‘and DJ Tim 


THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Glam, 
The Juan Maclean . Dusty Grooves. 
Néstor Delano, Luke Morrison: $15 
{ady) at Foosh, Blackbyrd, Yess Haire, 
Treehouse Records, Bamboo Ballroom 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftermoons with Phil Got To Give It 
Up: Main Floor: furik, soul, Motown, 
end disco with DJ Red Dawn; 2-7pm_ 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rotating 
drag shows: DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FEVER Family Day Lang Weekend: 
Markus Schulz. Phil Lam, Dave Dfekt, 
Upstairs Am: vinny Vo and the Sushi 
Grew Collective: Martini Lounge: 
Darren Stocks, Chris Stocks, Bonnie 
Brasco, Viet 


GINGUR SKY Long Weekend Jam. 
with DJ Jizle and D-Block: no 
minors; 10pm (door); $10 cover 


EW CITY Aub A Dub Unites Again: 
DJs Jebus and Anarchy Adam 
(CJSA's Your Weekly AA Meeting); 
the Simpson's at 9pm 


O'BYRNE’S 0.) Finnegan; Jom 
{doar}; $20 (basic)/$30 (premium); 
available by phone at 414 6766 


SPORTSWORLD New DJ; $10 


URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: Black History Month 
Celebration Family Day long week- 
and: InVinceable, DJ Game, Weapon 
XK BabyGirl; 10pm (door); $10 cover 
(VIPI/S7 before 12:30 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Planet 
Indigo Productions: Stock Boy DJs 
Phife, Dylan Tha Villian, DU LP. MC 
Gain; Spm (door); $5 (door), of free 
with Glitch Mob Ticket 


WUNDERBAR Sundays 0J Galatea 
and XS, quests; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Donald Glaude, 
David Stone Tryptomene 
{Underground guests) 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


CENTURY CASINO lan Mitchell's 
Bay City Rollers; $28.95 available at 
645-1000 


LB.S PUB House band; 9:30pm 
Tam; no caver 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Narco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero} every 
Monday 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental Old Time 
Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm. 
POWER PLANT Josh Ritter (solo), 
Colin Prestner, John Guliak: no 
minors; 8pm (door); $10 fadv) at 
Basten, Megatunes, Power 
Plant, SU Info Booths, TicketMaster 
SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick 
Mondays: Open Stage with Ben 
Spencer; Spm: no cover 

THE STUDIO Fresh Cut of Lime, 
Torrance; 7pm; $5, fundraiser to keep 
The Studio open 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle; 8:30-11;30pm; no cover 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night: no minors; 
Spm-2am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays: with DJ Penny Tentiary 


BUDDY'S Amateur Stip Contest 
wath Mia Fellow, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays; with DJ SWAG. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Make 
it Munehie Vondays: House with OJ 
Dusty Grooves, guests 


O'BYANE'S Best local musical talent 
with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL Open 
stage with Mark Ammar, quest Zeek 


Ammar (guitar); Spm 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) (pen 
Stage with Chris Wynters and guest 
EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 
Buckcherry, Idle Sone. Chunk no 
minors; 7pm (doer $26.50 
LEGENDS PUB (Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 
SIDETRACK CAFE Carrie Hiyniw. 
Jay Gilday, Sper; $4 (door) 
‘THE STUDIO Anavin. Bumin’ Sands, 
Perilous Seas, Quietus: 7pm. $5 
fundraiser to keep The Stucio open 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Jozy Only 
Gutlaw Band, quests: 8pm (door): $7 
SUITE Jam session 


YARDBIRD 
every Tue: Jerrold Duby: 8:30pm 
{door}, Sam (showh $3 


DJS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Tuesdays: DJs spin on the main level 
BUDDY'S Free poo! snd tourney, OJ 
Arrowchaser 

ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, R&S 
with DJ Foreplay, Du Jimmy 

FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave} Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8: 
10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Regnae music; no cover all nite 
NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE The In 
Kraut; Mod R&B, Northen Soul, ‘60s 
Garage, Mod Revival with Or. Erick 
and guests 

‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday. popular 
house beats with DU Kevin Wong 


WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


(ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open 
mie with Dutt Robison; 8pm 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
open stage; 7:30pm (door); $2 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 
METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 


The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 


O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm; no cover 


ALBERTA BALLROOM Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 429-1000 * ARDENTHEATRE 
5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432- 
4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR 103244-82 Ave. upstairs, 436-4418 * BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 9221-34 
Ave, 433-2599 * THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951- 
9456 * BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN 49 Giroux Road, St. Albert * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 
16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 
32 St. Anne Street, St, Albert, 418-6932 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON 
WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 * BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 708-6555 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 
423-5014 « BUDDY’S 11725B Jasper Ave, 488-6636 CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 
220-8993/962-2511 * CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St, 438-1812 * CANADIAN HELLENIC HALL 10450-116 St 
* CARGO AND JAMES TEA SHOPPE 10624-82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Argyll Rd, 
463-9467 * CASINO {[YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
WALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


SIDETRACK CAFE 0K Ibomeka (jazz 
soul), 6pm (early stow) $7 (door! 
Lotus Child, City Vax. 9pm. $7 (door) 
THE STUDIO Caustic, All Else Fails 
Vanilla Villans, Harardous Punks 
7pm; $5 fundraiser to keep The 
Studio open 


URBAN LOUNGE Fenix Foundation 
Se7en Sided, The Wheatmonkeys 


WILD WEST SALOON Kory Wios 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH-BANQUET HALL Music 
Wednesdays at Noon: David Grainger 
Brown, Hiromi Takahashi (quitar, 
oboe); 12:10-12:50pm; free 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-£ and Smoov 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Stanloy 
Carroll spins on the Wooftop: G 
Gulch Wednesdays Main Floor 
Rides. Worst Wrecks. no cover 
foots music every Wednesday with 
‘DJ Buster Friendly; live music once a 
month 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Seoay 
Sean 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 

HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednesday. 
downtempo, smooth jazz, with OJ 
Frederick 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/A&B with 
DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Robobot OU 3000 

NEGO DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, saul, 
disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip hop with 
Cool Curt. Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 
STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat with DJ Nestor Delano 
STOLLI'S Wild Cherry; House/garage 
with Tripswiteh, Rezidat Funk, fusion 
with Steve Velocity 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic 
Indie, Mod, Rock, Electro Dance 
Party,with the Jbots; no cover 
WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Y Not 


Wednesdays. with Bree, Erin Eden, 
Tianna}, 12 


Alber, 458-9766 * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER’S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION 
HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 * COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472- 
7696 * DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 * DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 * DEWEY’S LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 » DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE SHELL THEATRE * FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 10031-109 St * FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, Fort 
Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 « DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 » EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase III, 489 
SHOW » EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378 « FEVER NIGHT- 
CLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 » FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St « FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave, 426-4767 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 » FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488 
4841 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave * HOMEGROWN SOUL 
SHACK 8102. 10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 * HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 * HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 
962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161) « THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 451-8779 » J AND R BAR 
AND GRILL 4003-106 S!. 486-4403 « JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-9890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 * J.J’S PUB 
13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 * JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-156 St » J.B RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Plain 
Ad * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427-2760 * JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 
Ave, 433-6768 * KHz (SHARK TANK) 10249-97 St * KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 * LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 8627-91 St * L.B’S PUB 23 
‘Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 « LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fi, 447-4495 * McCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 101 St, McDonald Dnve, 468-4964 » METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 * MUDDY WATERS 8211-111 St, 433-4390 + MUT- 
TART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 1008! Jasper Ave, 413- 
4578 « NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW WEST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave, 489-2511 * NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 8430 
Gateway Blvd, 432-2008 « NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Bivd * NORTHGATE LIONS RECREATION CENTRE 7524-139 Ave * NORTH GLENORA COM- 
MUNITY LEAGUE 13535-109A Ave, 457-9417 * THE NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St, 436-1554/435-5695 * O’BYRNE’S 10616-82 Avo, 414-6766 + O’CON- 
NORS IRISH PUB 9012-88 Ave * ONE ONWHYTE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 * ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 St. * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104- 
104 Si, 988-5457 * OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 * PALACE BANQUET AND CONVENTION HALL 3223 
Parsons Road, 99 St * PARAMOUNT THEATRE 10233 Jasper Ave * PEPPER'S SPORTS BAR & GRILL Westmount Centre, 111 Ave & Groat Rd * PLANET 
INDIGO - JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO - ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860- 
57 Ave, 474-5270 * POLISH HALL 10960-104 St « POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 * PRISM BAR & GRILL 10524-101 Ave * QUEEN ALEXANDRA 
HALL 10425 University Ave, 438-6814 * RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 7th Fi, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153"* RED STAR 10534 Jasper 
Ave, 428-0825 « RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 444-1822 » RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave * RIVER 
WEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 19815-45 Ave « RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-1357 * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St, Albert Trail, 460-1122 * 
ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE - CONCORDIA CAMPUS 72 Sveet, south of 112 Ave, 479-9313 * THE ROOST 10245-104 St 426-3150 * ROSEBOWL 
10111-117 St, 482-2589 « ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429-3624 * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 12845-102 Ave * RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper 
level, WWEM, 486-9494 * SAK'S ON 52ST 10525-51 Ave, 432-5853 * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/7 10-1625 * SAVOY 
1040782 Ave, 438-0373 * SAWRIDGE BANQUET CENTRE 3840-76 Ave, 468-4115 * SIDETRACK CAFE 10238-104 St, 421-1326 » SOUTHMINSTER-STEIN- 
HAUER UNITED CHURCH 10740-19 Ave * SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St. 472-6336 * ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 
9915-148 St, 482-7649 » ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 10819-71 Ave, 428-6410 « ST. TIMOTHY'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 8420-145 St » STANDARD 6107- 
104 St 438-2562 * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St. 428-1099 * STOLLI’S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 « STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 
420-0448 « STRATHEARN UNITED CHURCH 8510-95 Ave *» THE STUDIO 9510-105 Ave » STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building, U of Campus, 492-0601 « 
TAPHOUSE 9020 Mckenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 « TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TRANSCEND COFFEE BAR 
AND ROASTERY 9859-62 Ave, 430-9198 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 S\ * UNF HALL 10629-98 St * URBAN FRAT 10220-103 St * URBAN 
LOUNGE 9111-105 St, 439-2388 * VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 « WEST END CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH 10015- 
149 St * WHISTLESTOP 12416-132 Ave, 451-5506 » WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 Si, 476-2388 * WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428- 
1414 = WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436-1554 * WUNDERBAR 6120-10! St, 436-5596 * XWRECKS 1043-50 St, 466-8069 » Y AFTER- 
HOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, www yalterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 * YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 
459-0295 * ZENARI'S 10180-101 St, 423-5409 


VENUE 
Ath 388 


reo's| A PACHE BRROSE 
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FRI & SAT 
FEB (6-171 


ee 
rie? SPEEDHEAD 


WEONESDN | ATX FOUNDATION 


FEB 21 
va SE7EN SIDED & THE WHEATMONKEY: 
THURSDAY | SONIC 102.9 BAND OF THE MONTH: 


FEB 22) Bi Eu SS 


UPCOMING SHOWS: FEBS 23-24 OZZY OZMUNDS 
FEB 28 DAYZ PAST AGGRESSION / FLOOD LIGHT 
MAR Of THE PITILESS STORM / KEEP 6 


— 9) 83" prinks untit 12 
Absolut Specials 
: Shooter Specials All Night 


= OL 


No Line No Cover T 
Until Midnight Di yer night 


un faebs ancl ganger 


snd nee with more thee 


0.3 CHORLIT ELIS AMO Oo 


THE ONE ON WHYTES 


10544-82 AVE. 
PH:437-7699 
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ON SALE THIS FRIDAY! a THE LONG WINTERS 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 


8 PM - 18+ NO MINORS - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, LISTEN | 


JVONCEN- 
SP4RE4 its: 


STARLITE ROOM 


7 PM - ALL AGES - TIX: MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD. LISTEN, FS (WEM)} s 


FRIDAY EXCLAIM SPRING FLING TOUR FEATURING 


R99 CHAMPION: 


JUNO NO MINATED HIT SINGLE “NO HEAVEN” | 
wi STS 


PRIEST ESS 


MALAJUBE & YOU SAY PARTY! WE SAY DIE! 
RD CUIS EMI PAN | bo DINWOODIE LOUNGE : 


» 8 PM - ALL AGES/LICENSED- TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, me he 
BLACKBYRD/LISTEN, SUB INFO DESK S02 i 


| 
i] 
i 
| 
F | 
H ¥ i 
APRILS | 
STARLITE ROOM 
SPM-15' NO MINORS | 
| 
i « CHARGE BY PHONE 451-8000 i 
ticketmaster.ca “Srsrocectecsise” UNMONEVENTS COM | 
eet yor i 
H ostems nd.com a > 
—_ E ke 
a RS Goa 


with RIVERBOAT GAMBLERS and FAKE aa 


» DIN WOOD Fura ny : 
pal Oot TT mem SUB INFO DESK. FS (MEM! 
orem | 3 BOUNCING am 
STARLITE ROOM 
| iets 6 PM - MSE ELI BLACKBYRD, bis 


with Suests STRIKE ANYWHERE 
ao Wece NK STARLITE ROOM 
MAR 2 STARLITE ROOM 


eg 7PM - ALL AGES - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, wv 
8 PM - 18+ NO MINORS - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, LISTEN FS WER) AND FREECLOUD 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT |INIDNEVINIS L0H ticketmasterca 451-8000 


ALSO JOIN US AT MYSPACE.COM/UNIONEVENTS 
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And you thought we couldn't work in any 
more Anna Nicole Smith references .. 


JANA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweokly.com 

or those of you who are new to 

the ribald wonders of Vancou- 

ver’s Stinkmitt, MC Jenni 
craige (aka Kaytea Daignault) and 
McC/DJ Betti Forde (aka Maren Han- 
cock) got together about five years 
ago and since then the band has 
come up with their own unique brand 
of music, combining equal parts 
peastie Boys, Blondie and Prince. 

The band’s catalogue consists of 
songs with names like “Biker Shorts,” 

“sloppy Sock,” “Camel Toe” and “Mar- 

ilyn Monroe Sleepover,” making you 
wonder just what sort of raunchy 
brainstorming sessions are involved 
in their songwriting. 

“The process is a lot of fun,” Forde 
excitedly admits. “We spend all our 
time joking around. We are funny 
people. Kaytea’s fucking hilarious. 
When we're around each other mak- 
ing music, we're fuckin’ in love with 
each other.” 


FORDE PAUSES TO SWALLOW ana 
laugh hysterically before continuing. 
“Marilyn Monroe Sleepover’ got writ- 
ten in like an hour,” she throws out. 
“Bigstuff (aka producer/mixer Greg 
Campbell) had already done the beat 
two years ago for something else. 
Jenni went home and wrote the hook 
that night, and then we recorded it. 
But what of the song’s name? 


B FEBRUARY 23 


SAT FE 17 (8 
STINKMITT 
WITH LAZERSHAE 


Lu 
— 
es 
VEWUET UNDERGROUND, $10 


[= 


"Kaytea’s friend Mel ... used to do this 
thing called Marilyn Monroe sleep 
over,” she continues. “They used to 
drink booze and watch Anna Nicole 


Smith movies. Ironic. We actually ded- 
icated that song to her last night at our 
show ‘cause she's fucking dead now. 

“Camel Toe’ was my idea,” Forde 
Says after another short pause. “It was 
another thing, like, ‘hey, I'm Betti 
Forde, you're Jenni Craig. We're 
bangers. And what do bangers have? 
Camel Toes! And wear biker shorts 
when it’s inappropriate!” w 


IN THE ROUND 


Songs in the Round Special 


featuring: 

Lionel Rault 
Marv Machura 
Laura Vinson 
Maynard Kolskog 


MARCH 9 
Hot Toddy 


Paul Levins 
Rhonda O'Connell | 2 > 
Terry Nadasdi i 
Marty Siltanen 


An evening of 
songs in the round 
turing eight talented 
musicians from 

int icc in Our 


POWERPLANT 


"6 S08 @ Py yerglt 


CHECK OUT OUR MYSPACE! 
WWww.myspace.com/powerplantbar 


JOSH RITTER 
lickets are STO TN ADVANCE 
WITH COLIN PRIESTYER \ND JOHN GULIAR 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY Rls, 


THE ut GOLDEN DOGS 2 


THE DOOR 
WITH i OVERHEAD 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 7H 


AND seven devil fix 


The Line Atlantic’; 


SATURDAY, MARCH 3rd with The Johnsons and Snic us 


Oodle 


WITH THE SECRETARIES 


TICKETS $8 AT THE OOOR 


AND GLOOM ROOM 
SaTuRDay, MaRCh 1OTh 
with LHPT anD ‘TIX SS @ The DooR 


FRIDAY, MARCH STH 


SO efwero nena 


THE PERPETRATORS 
with guests Saturday March 24th tixseatthe door 


The Uncas fre Maree som 


CASANOVA PLAYBOYS iis 


TICKETS $8 AT THE DOOR SATURDAY, MARCH 31st 
Grassroot Deviation & Red Ram 


with guests « Saturday April 14th $8 at the door 


D rive by Pu nh ch farewell shows 


with special guests TB \ 
Saturday April 21st * No Minors | Sunday April 22nd » All Ages/Licensed _ 
WITH JEFF STUART 


DAN BER AND TREVOR TCHIR 
FRIDAY APRIL 27TH * $19 IN ADVANCE 


doors at 8pm and shows are no minors unless otherwise stated 


www.su-venues.Ca 
www.myspace.com/suvenues 
www.myspace. com/powerpantber 
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MAY 23 


REXALL PLACE 


GENERAL ADMISSION FLOOR / RESERVED STANDS 
ON SALE FRIDAY FEBRUARY 16™ AT 10:00AM 
iSUN ticketmastetca (780) 451-8000 


Beanethe lallersmusic.com 
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SARAH CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 

e was just here playing Count 
Hiss: in the Edmonton 

Opera’s production of The Bar- 
ber of Seville, but tenor John Tessier is 
back this weekend to spend some 
time with Pro Coro. An alumnus of 
the choir, Tessier was asked to create 
a program for Pro Coro’s Gala Bene- 
fit Recital alongside baritone Nathan 
Berg, another choir alurinus . 


Both of these men have gone on to 
become highly regarded names in the 
opera industry, where they are fea- 
tured in recitals and operas all across 
North America and in Europe. 

Tessier was staying at his parents’ 
home during his role in the opera and 
admits that it was comforting to not 
be relegated to a sterile hotel room, 
allowing him to feel instead like a 
normal human being instead of a vis- 


dela 
= 
co 
cc 
a 


SUN FB 18 7PM) 
PRO CORO CANADA: 


GALA BENEFIT RECITAL 
SOHNTESSIE, TENOR 

HATHAN BER, BARITONE 

JEREMY SPURGEON, AND 

WINSPEAR CENTRE, 30-50 


iting artist. 

"It's a full-service establishment,” 
he beamed, “and I have many family 
members here and friends. It’s great 
to have that. If I’m lonely I just call a 
friend or family member and we go do 
something 

"It’s a bit of a time warp to come 
back ... you get a lot of memories,” 
Tessier continues, acknowledging the 
sense of nostalgia invoked by return- 
ing to Edmonton and the family 
home. “{Memories] flood back and it 
reminds you of what it was like to be 
a child. It’s interesting to reflect on 
those things.” 


ASIDE FROM THEIR STATUS as choir 
alumni, one of the reasons Pro Coro 
invited two artists like Tessier and 
Berg to select repertoire and headline 
at the Gala might be because the 
singers understand that there is a 
great world of music and art beyond 
our city's snow drifts and freezing 
weather, and many Edmontonians are 


REVUE / FRI, FEB 9 / ROMI MAYES / STARLITE When Romi 
Mayes rolled into town the day before her gig at the Starlite, 
she brought her acoustic with her and hunkered down for a little 
practicing with her pick-up bandmates Tom Murray on bass and 
Darrek Anderson on guitar and pedal steel. By the time they hit 
the stage they were still rough around the edges, but that's sort 
of what you want from someone like Mayes, with her country- 
infected tunes about the good, the bad and everything in 
between. But the highlight of the performance was the single 
song when Mayes borrowed Anderson's electric guitar and stood 
alone on the stage, grinding out bluesy note after note, matching 
the heavy grit and distortion of the guitar with the growl of her 
vocals. Mayes took a chance with that bit, and it paid off, prov- 
ing that it’s moments like that that make music exciting. —EDEN 
MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


COPELAND 


FEBRUARY 22 - EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 


Tenor’ S tenure extends to Pro Coro’s Gala 


willing to brave the elements for a lit- 
tle entertainment. 

“If people are going to come and 
support Pro Coro, my idea was that 
there would be something for every- 
one there,” Tessier says in regards to 
the repertoire. “There's a really wide 
range of music on the program and | 
think that's a good thing.” 


The music will range from song 
cycles by Benjamin Britten, Bizet, the 
Beatles, Bach and Mahler. The biggest 
advantage to this concert setting will 
be seeing two of opera's superstars 
performing together without the 
excess costumes and storylines—just 
an intimate evening of great singing 
and great music. v 


MOJO Playlist pick - 
December 2006: 
“Dedicated To You” 
from Love Stories 
“The cream spills 
over on this version 
of a Billy Eckstein- 
Sarah Vaughn duet 
by a Canuck jazz/R+B 
singer with Nigerian 
roots. Find jit” 


“DK Ibomeka has a 
silky smooth vocal 
style and a music 
approach that 
occupies the territory 
where blues, jazz 
and soul meet” 

— Blue In Britain 


“DK is the real deal.” - 
— Ross Porter 


Stories 


IN STORES NOW 


www.dkibomeka.com 


DK lbomeka 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
10238 104 ST NW. EDMONTON 


(780) 421 1326 www.sidetrackcafe.com 
WEDNESDAY FEB 21. EARLY SHOW: 6:00 PM 


e 8a 


. em) 
give es music * DVD * more (== 


ihe HMV gift card 


GENERAL ADMISSION 
ALL AGES 
ticketmaster-ca (780) 451-8000 
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(0030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 
UPCOMING 


IRACTAL PATTERN 


WITH FIELDS TO FLOOD % HILLS LIKE WHITE ELEPHANTS 


Wilt SOULAR TRANSMISSION & MIKE EDEL 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 6G [7 MSI FEST M0 Cou? FES 


THE GLITCH MOB ASSASINS 


FEAT. OOAH “THE MOB BOSS” & BORETA “THE ICEMAN” 


THE BLAME-ITS 
WH WHITEY i PIND 


WASSABI COLLECTIVE 
FEAT. THE FABULOUS BEEFEEDERS & THE MCGOWAN FAMILY BAND 


Wii THE OMEGA THEORY & TARADA HILLS 
COMING SOON: 2G) TRENDKILLER TOUR: SWORN ENEMY, KATAKLYSM, ETC 


45) PRIDE TIGER + 24) DO MAKE SAY THINK » 33) PROPAGANDHI! « dO PETE ROCK 
04); MALENTE « €Gitt THE IGNITERS = #7711 CAPTAIN TRACTOR 


LU Li 10030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 


BELOW THE STARLITE ROOM 
VELVET 


veE-veT UPCOMING EVENTS 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 65 NAMLS WLM PRESENTS. 


C‘EST DANGEREUX! 


panty nocxensrromcatcany, PLUS NIK7Z 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 1G FROMVYANCOUVER 


ViiMARC CHARRON |i) KRIS GLABUSH 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY G Fil VANCOIVER. 


STINKMITT 


Hi ha Ze HSnNn A EE: 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 657 PLANET INDIGO PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS_ 


SS TroecH Bowy DJ7J’s: 


PHIFE > DYLAN THA VILLAIN DJ LP MC GAIN 


a WS) = WwitH GLITCH MOB te el A) oa 
TUESDAY FEBRUARY 20 [ROM VANCOUYER 


JOEY ONLY OUTLAW BAND 


WITH THE GUARANTEED 


PANIC! NERS 
WTATHEN-BOTS! hice 


iP HF 
ROCKANDROLLANDAWHOLE  !NDIE MOD ROCK DANCE PARTY AND HIP 
LOT MORE. SHAKEDOWN! $2 HIGHBALLS TIL 11! t 


WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 


UESDAY 
1 <Ey" 
KEDOWN! 
eats FEB 27 
WhDJ GENERIC 


& GUESTS 


BYENTS 


gE NEW 
SOUNDS 


ELEN! MANDELL 
MIRACLE OF FIVE 
ZEOTONE 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


} Bleni Mandell has been hit 


with comparisons to Tom 
Waits in the past, and one 
THS ROCKS can certainly see the shared 
territory between the two. On Man- 
dell’s latest album, Miracle of Five, she 
sings slow, languid songs that are full 
of longing and melancholy observa- 
tions of the world around her. But 
beyond that, Mandell's approach is 
her own. The songs are deceptive at 
times, with Mandell’s smooth voice 
crooning out melodies that can make 
you grin at the same time as she is 
singing about past and future. mis- 
takes. Like Waits’s early work, there’s 
a jazzy influence in the music here as 
well, but Mandell’s nylon-string guitar 
alters the flavour slightly from the 
boozy lowlife piano-bar tunes that 
Waits began his career with. 

Miracle of Five finds inspiration in 
heartbreak, and this is the sort of 
music that’s soothing when you're 
heart has just been torn out while you 
were looking the other way. It’s a late 
night album, sounding as though it 
should be heard in a club where sor- 
rows can be drowned and new oppor- 
tunities given the chance to arise. 
Mandell walks a delicate balance, 
avoiding wallowing in pity and 
despair and instead acknowledging 
the hard truths of love. It’s a wonder- 
ful sound to hear, as she somehow 
draws hope from the hurt. 


ist= 


recordsacds 


idden i miss everyone 
the sky 


RICKIE LEE JONES 

THE SERMON ON 
EXPOSITION BOULEVARD 
NEW WEST 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweokly.com 
If the only acquaintance you 
have with the music of Rick- 
ie Lee Jones comes from 

THS ROCKS catching occasional acci- 
dental snatches of “Chuck E's in Love” 
over a mall speaker system or having 
her album of real and mock jazz stan- 
dards soundtrack your tapas at an 
upscale café, you deserve better—and 
so does Rickie Lee Jones, 

This free spirit of the seventies 
embodied the mantle of the icono- 
clastic boho femme—apparent emo- 
tional frailty and bareness, erratic 
interests and consistency and an all- 
consuming disdain for any direction 
other than that of her own inner 
astrolabe, navigating by private 
stars—though she sounds like the 
love child of Chan Marshall and 
Stephen Malkmus. 

Jones is reliably adventurous, and 
Sermon on Exposition Boulevard is her 
most thematically realized album 
since 1989's indescribably elating Fly- 
ing Cowboys. Her disillusionment with 
current American mores is well 
known—she contributed a song to the 
Democrats for the recent ‘US.elec- 
tion—and the streetwise religious 
imagery she draws on for Sermon is 
an eloquent indictment against the 
Judases and false messiahs of the 
world, political and cultural. In the 
end, there is no prophet or morality 
that appeals to Jones save for a per- 
sonal voice motivated only by the 
redemptive greatness of honesty and 
compassion. 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


writer's block 2CD 


top 10 sellers 


01, wincing the night away the shins 
02. hissing fauna... of montreal 
03. 2 weekend in the city bloc party 
04. frend opportunity deerhoof 
05. in the abscence of truth isis 


bjorn & john 


06. some loud thunder clap your hands... 
07. reachin' on up nicole willis 

08. ys joanna newsom 

09. friend & foe menomena 

10. cryptograms deerhunter 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 
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AMY WINEHOUSE 
BACK T0 BLACK 
ISLAND 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Sometimes I think CDs |,, 
on my desk as a joke play, 
by the other people y 
THSIS OK Work here. It feels li} 
someone has taken one look at a 
decided it'd probably be trash anc 
it on my desk for me to suf; 
through. This time the joke ; 
them, however, as Amy Wineho. 
has put together a smashing debut 

So it goes to prove you ought ; 
judge a book by its cover. Winehou 
has a deeply soulful voice and 
production mimics the aweso, 
Motown records | ripped off my pa; 
ents, but in a much more sincere an 
successful way than others who a 
shamefully ripping off the Detroit sou| 
vibe (I’m looking at you Joss Sto; 
You sicken me.) 

While most of it is not soulful ir 
Barry White seduction way, it wou 
likely be awesome to break that aii 
sex lull in the conversation. | \ 
give me a day or two, I can conti 
that last idea. Otherwise, you'll just 
have to take my word for it 


THE OPERATION MD 
WE HAVE AN EMERGENCY 
AQUARIUS 


TRENT MCMARTIN / trent@vueweokly.com 

With its nouveaux pop-punk 

garage rock debut, The 

Operation MD is obvious 
THSISOK homing in on a youthiul 
crowd, the type of demographic that 
heavily attended the recent Billy Ta 
ent/Rise Against show at Rex.l! 
Place—meaning the under 21 crowd 
Todd Morse (H20, Juliette and th« 
Licks) and Jason “Cone” McCaslin 
(Sum 41) reinvent themselves here 
becoming alter egos Dr Rocco (Morse) 
and Dr Dynamite (McCaslin), a form 
dable duo whose origins date back to 
Warped Tour 2001 during a late night 
booze fest at an after-hours bar 'n 
Phoenix. 

It becomes apparent by the mic 
way point of the album that both 
McCaslin and Morse bring certa!n 
aspects of their other bands to th 
process: the first single, “Sayonara,” 's 
a dirty little garage punk numbe' 
“Chain Reaction” is a rambunctious 
rocker and the acoustic “Someone 
Like You” could be a Sum 41 b-sic 
Deryck Whibley-like vocals and ali 


That said, the duo's sound does 


have a uniqueness separating it {r0" 

the other groups. It’s not as raucous 
as JL and the Licks and it’s especial!) 
not as metal as Sum 41, but it ges 
hooks and will grow on you. Just do" 

expect them to stay together (h¢ 

long; Sum 41 has a new album cor 
ing out thisssummer. 


With drums, organ bass and guitar, 
one-man-band is an aerial Charron 


SEH MUNRO / oden@vueweekly.com 
. ouring in Canada can bring a 
| ot of challenges along with it, 
not the least of which is the 
weather. Anyone who's been on the 
road during one of our winters is 
aware of the fickle nature of the ele- 
ments. 

Mare Charron has been braving 
the distance between his home in 
Ottawa and the West Coast for the 
last couple of weeks, and he readily 
admits that there have been a few 
challenges along the way. 

"| feel like I’ve been gone for a 
month or two and I'm only two weeks 
in,” he says over a payphone some- 
where in the wilds, the sound of large 
trucks threatening to drown him out. 
*['m pretty bagged. This winter's 
crazy, It’s just so cold, and I'm alone, 
too. Last Sunday night they closed 
Highway 17 just past Sault Ste Marie, 
so | couldn't leave and I had to be in 
Revelstoke, British Columbia by 
Wednesday.” 

The highway was cleared at 5 am 
Monday and Charron bolted from the 
city, Looking back from a couple 
thousand kilometres down the road, 
Charron is happy to have made it out 
of Ontario. 

“Even when they reopened it, 
when I was driving it was still super 
scary,” he recalls. “They were saying 
that the night before it was so bad 
that cars were driving into the side of 
the mountain, off the road because 
they couldn't see anything. Even in 
the summertime these roads are bad 
because you get blinded by whatev- 
er, but in the winter, holy Jesus. No 
time to sleep on the highway in the 
winter.” 


WHILE CHARRON has made the trip 


across the country on his own 


=| QUICK SPINS 


=> 

= 

=z | WHITEY ano TB PLAYER 
= | quickspins@vueweekly.com 


THEHILLS 

THE SOUNDTRACK 

FIC 

Music | can't stand 

From a show |'ll never watch 
Made for kids | hate 


ANDREW RODRIGUEZ 

HERE COMES THE LIGHT 
HAUDELAIRE 

Singin’ about chicks 

And bust hearts and breakfast and 
Of course, coconuts 


BJORN AND JOHN 
'S BLOCK 

ALMOST GOLD 

Like my fave sandwich 


They are tasteful and classic 
All hail PBJ! 


FAL, FEB 16 (8 PM) 


=e 

—) 

= | MARC CHARRON 
| WITH RAE SPOON, ARIS GLABUSH 
Cx | VELVET UNDERGROUND S10 


before—this is the sixth time in just 
under two years—he'’s bringing along 
substantially more equipment then he 
did back when he hitchhiked the dis- 
tance with a backpack and a guitar. 

“This is a different gig for me,” he 
laughs. “It's a one-man-band show. I 
sit with a drum set at my feet—I have 
a high hat and a snare on my left foot 
and a kick on my right foot—this 
organ bass machine that I play with 
my right hand sometimes and then an 
acoustic guitar and singing. 

“It keeps me in peak physical form,” 


CALLA 

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS 
BEGGARS BANQUET 

Brooding dudes debuted 

On boob tube! Critics conclude 
Dise shrewd, ballyhoed 


KRISTIN HERSH 
ion TO SING LIKE A STAR 


Smoky-voiced chanteuse 
Does great job trying to seduce 
And/or weird you out 


ECHOES OF ETERNITY 

THE FORGOTTEN GODDESS 
NUCLEAR BLAST 
Giggle-inducing 

Ace of Base vocals over 
Vintage metal riffs 


he continues. “I don't need to go to 
the gym anymore. I'm never doing 
less then three things at once, and 
then carrying all the gear. I travel 
pretty heavy ... | drive a Volvo wagon 
and it’s pretty much packed with shit 
to the rafters.” 

The physical nature of Charron’s 
self-titled house-folk sound has been 
taking a physical toll since Charron hit 
a hidden rock while skiing last week, 
resulting in a painful limp and an 
injured back. Still, he’s not going to let 
a little bit of suffering derail his tour, 
and he’s found a way to beat the pain 
at least momentarily. 

“Yeah, it’s called ibuprofen ... lots of 
it,” he chuckles. “And then if you have 
a beer or two everything changes. 
Things start to swirl in your head.” w 


AQUALUNG 


No flute solos here 
Just a few guys who want to 
Have U2's babies 


MOGWAI 
ZIDANE: A 21ST CENTURY 
lal SOUNDTRACK 


No head-butts here 
Just slo-mo guitar drones that 
Tinkle on and on 


HARRY CONNICK JR 
CHANSON DU VIEUX CARRE 
MARSALIS 


Tribute to N'Awlins 
Awesome! More of this and less 
Diddling Will and Grace 


IVORY CLUB 


& €BONY LOUNGE 
EDMONTON'S ONLY LIVE 


| Shows start Thursday Spm, 
BAR! Friday and Saturday 9pm. 
WEDNESDAY WIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 


2940 Calgary TrailSouth 465-6800 theivoryclub.com 


YM 
TUESDAS Wl 


CADENCE 
WEAPON 


djing in 
the UNDERDOG 


Pints of kokanee 


$3.75 
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BLACK DOG GIFT CARDS AVAILAGLE 
jJUST ASK THE GARTENDER 


iit ASTROLOGY 


ROB BREZSIY 


jo 
= 
= 
PS | freewill@vueweekly.com 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

“Dear Rob: Could you please tell me how 
| can get the men | like to remove me 
from the pedestals they put me on? — 
Over-Idolized Aries.” Dear Over-Idolized: 
Good news! You've entered a phase that 
will be favourable for shattering naive 
projections and unrealistic expectations. 
You'll also be skilled at escaping needi- 
ness that feels like a straitjacket. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

When 46 English scholars completed 
their translation of the King James 
Bible in 1610, Taurus writer William 
Shakespeare was 46 years old. In their 
version of Psalm 46, the 46th word from 
the beginning is “shake” and the 46th 
word from the end is “spear.” Coinci- 
dence? | think not. Just as it's no acci- 
dent that a minute ago | finished 
reading Psalm 46, and am now compos- 
ing your horoscope for the period that 
begins February 15, which is the 46th 
day of the year. As | write, I’m sitting in 
a cafe located at 46 Cabrillo Highway in 
Half Moon Bay, CA. The people at the 
table next to me are celebrating their 
(friend's 46th birthday, and out the win- 
dow | can see a runway where there's a 
small plane with a 46 painted on its 
side. My conclusion? 46 is your lucky 
number, Taurus, and you're about to 
harvest about 46 tons of eerily delight- 
ful synchronicities. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

You seem to be suffering, although in an 
interesting way, from a metaphysical ver- 
sion of jet lag. Maybe it's because you've 
been stretching your boundaries with 
such experimental vigour. Or maybe it's 
because you've been engaging in a form 
of time-travel, exploring the past and 
future in your dreams and fantasies. In 
any case, you can take comfort in the 
knowledge that the warps and tweaks 
you're dealing with are the results of your 
brave choices. Congratulations as well for 
having churned up the most useful riddles 
you've had to ponder since you jumped 
out of your skin last year. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

| expect you'll soon be communing with 
sore spots and delicate feelings, Cancer- 
ian. Allergies may be featured prominent- 
ly as well—if not the literal kind, then 
maybe the metaphorical version. People 
might be extra ticklish, sometimes to the 
point of irritability. And yet all the squirm- 
ing will actually be a good sign: it'll mean 
that one of your most confounding contra- 
dictions is close to being resolved. For 
best results, act decisively at the moment 
when your vulnerability is most intense. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

Imagine this scene. You're really thirsty— 
so dehydrated that you're feeling faint. 
Yet here’s the weird thing: you're walking 
along the bank of a wide river that’s so 
clear you could see the bottom if you 
looked. But you're not looking. In fact, you 
seem oblivious to the surging force of 
nature just a few yards away. Up ahead 
you see a man. As you approach, you see 
he's holding a glass of water. You run to 
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How many ways can I say I love thee? 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara @vueweekly.com 
/ t basically started with me in 
| high school,” says South Dako- 
ta-born Nick Thomas as he 
recalls the origins of his band the 
Spill Canvas. 

“| was doing the acoustic thing, just 
trying to do something that wasn't 
boring. Three days after graduating, I 
went out and started touring, booking 
shows for myself. That was my 
dream, to play for people and hope 
they like it.” 

For the first year of his career, 
Thomas continued playing solo while 
a few people would sit in with him. 
Fast forward through a bunch of line- 
up changes leading to the group's cur- 
rent incarnation as a foursome. 


ke | FA FEB 16 (7 PM) 


S| THE SPILL CANVAS 
coe | WITHTHE REASON, TEN SECOND EPIC 
POWERPLANT, $16 (ALL AGES) 


“It's not as easy as | thought it 
would be,” muses Thomas. “There’s 
not an insane number of people in SD 
who want to quit what they're doing 
and tour around the country. It was 
hard convincing people that this 
would be a cool thing to try: Luckily, I 
found three very creative people.” 


DESPITE BEING SIGNED to a major label, 
Thomas says that they ultimately 
believe in their music, and they aren't 
about to sell it out for popularity. 

“Our view will always be the same,” 


a. 


BA 


Thomas admits, before allowing tha 
the music does change as the fourso; 
spends more time playing together. “|; 
different ranging from old stuff to ; 
stuff. Rock ‘n’ roll, or whateve: 
want to call it, is such a broad thing |) 
so empowering to be able to pla 
style. We don’t like being tied down 

That sentiment holds tru: 
Thomas's lyrical style, too. 

"The lyrics are really something | 
I try to change up,” he explains 
example, a phrase like ‘I love you 
There are so many ways to say it « 
than using those three little words 
a fan of the oddest ways of say: 
things. I will tell you I love you a mil 
lion other ways, before I tell you | | 
you. The same goes if I hate you." v 


him and beg him to let you drink. He readi- 
ly agrees. Gratefully, you guzzle the pre- 
cious liquid, then thank him profusely. As 
you walk away, he calls after you, “By the 
way, there's a lot more water over there,” 
and he points to the river. Do you hear 
him? Do you believe him? Or do you keep 
walking, hoping to find another man with 
another glass somewhere up ahead? 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

It's time to take down the “Under Con- 
struction” signs and clean up the messes 
from your works in progress. At least for 
now, your heart has lost its drive for fur- 
ther renovation and rehabilitation. 
Whether you think you're ready or not, 
then, it's time for a grand re-opening. | 
suggest you offer free toasters or other 
incentives to pull in new clients, as well 
as to coax disaffected old ones into 
returning. It may also help to put up an 
“Under New Management” sign. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

According to The Onion, the Catholic 
Church has abolished the traditional 
“blessed” status of the meek. The new 
official story is that the meek shall not 
inherit the earth. | can’t confirm the accu- 
racy of The Onion’s report, but it does 
underscore a point | want to drive home 
to you in 2007: It'll be a favourable time 
for you to get tough with the docile, sub- 
missive aspects of your own psyche. 
Humility's fine; that can stay. But you 
should take aggressive measures to lose 
any tendencies you might have to be pas- 
sive. Capitalize on the fact that events in 
the coming months will help you tap into 
reserves of courage that have previously 
been inaccessible. 


MUSIC 


SCORPIO (OCT 23-NOV21) = x5, 
“My God, these folks don’t know how to 
love," wrote novelist DH Lawrence. “That's 
why they love so easily.” He certainly was- 
n't referring to people from your tribe: you 
Scorpios may find it easy to entertain 
gusts of lust, but you're too smart about 
real love to dive casually into its mysteries. 
You know intimately that no matter how 
sweet love may sometimes feel, it always 
has the potential to sweep you into the 
unpredictable depths and change every- 
thing forever. Meditate further on these 
matters; it'll prepare you for the coming 
weeks. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEE 21) 

You want hot gold secrets to ripen in your 
dark candy soul? Then here's what you 
do: Study the ocean's memory for its 
teachings about moon victories. Extract a 
fresh green why from the book of storms 
you dreamed about. When the flowers’ 
clouds soar over your shadow, and when 
night's funny sky has turned into warm 
moist roars, you'll know exactly how to 
look through the sun to the other side of 
your best fear. (The preceding horoscope 
may sound crazily lyrical, even poetically 
feral, but it's a perfect embodiment of the 
attitude you should cultivate in order to 
have a successful week.) 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

| was watching Oprah's TV show at 2 am. 
“Take off your shirt and look down,” she 
told me. So | did what she suggested. 
What she said next, however, revealed 
that she wasn’t actually talking to me. 
“Eight out of ten women are wearing the 
wrong bra!” she exclaimed. “Are you?” 
She then gave tips on how to select an 


undergarment that’s just right fo 
woman's shape, size and postur 
watched in perplexed awe. How coul 
many people be ignorant about such a fun- 
damental thing? Later, while meditating or 
your astrological omens, | realized there 
a comparable phenomenon going on \ 
your world. You're missing somethin: 
important about one of the basic facts of 
your life. Please find out what it is. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

In solidarity with eternal flux and in ti 
name of all that’s both rowdy and holy, | 
hereby declare change to be a good thi 
Furthermore, in accordance with the 
astrological omens, | announce tha 
change is especially healthy for you right 
now. | mean it, Aquarius. Change is not 
only not a bad thing. It's downright won- 
derful. So let's rise up bravely, you and! 
and proclaim that change is the essential 
nature of the universe—that it's one 0! 
the most prominent and resplendent qua! 
ities of God Herself. From now unt! 
forevermore, let's agree to celebrate 
change, to welcome it, to revere it--sta''- 
ing this week. Amen, namasté, blesse" 
be, shalom and hallelujah! 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

| believe you're climbing up out of the p' 
mordial ooze for the last time. You '° 
done! Never again will you be fully 
immersed in the stinky depths of hell 0" 
earth! Never again will moody desp2!' 
comprise more than 49 percent of you! 
worldview. From now on, you will be 
smarter about how to avoid unnecess2'Y — 
pain and misery. You will also be a bette! 
escape artist. Now go buy yoursel! # 
graduation present. w 


‘how you can get involved * 
income} available at Earth's 
wikland Institute 


| Royal Alberts Museum (473-2540) 
Proctor speaking on Mites 
Good, the Bad, and the Amazing 


UB Allendale School, 415-105 St 
i every 2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) 


11409-101 St, wen gadensamtenling.o1g 
3 Dhamehos, beginner Tue (7pm); inter- 
advanced Sun (}1om-Ipm) * Brains 
ritual Organization, 203-10152-105 St, (425- 
(PARERET TALK (421-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers 
SPE earn eae aiancy tone 

OSTS AMD FORTS ON THE NORTH AMERICAN FUR TRADE 

(Queen Alexandra School Gym. 7730-106 St 439-2737) « 

Presentation by Andy Korsos * Tue, Feb. 27 (7°30pm) 
ROAD TO SUCCESS Velvet Underground/Starlite Room, 10030- 
102 St(#28-3372) * Networking Nights * Wed, Feb, 28 * Froe 
{ARIA memberl/$5 (non-member) 
‘SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (495-5930) * For women who 
‘#10 experiencing chaos as a result of a life crisis and who feel iso- 
sted * Group meets each week 


5 fi Strathcona Place Senior Centre, Main Lounge 
Pe apcetiiean by Pater Diep * Thu, Mar, 1 (1-2pm) * 
Pre-register 


‘STANDING FOR PEACE ENDING THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE 
‘Contre Tor Spintual Awareness, 7621-101 Ave ® Featuring Azim 

‘Rhameta, intamational speaker author, founder of TKF Foundation, 
‘Stop Kids from Killing Kids * Wed, Feb. 28 (7pm)* By donation 


"STEPHEN LEWIS AND AVI-LEWES Stiav: Conference Conte 
(451-8000) « Presentation of one family’s quest for social change 
= Tue, Mi. BJpm) # $75 at TicketMaster 


est Westem Cerfar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0806) 
wvew pursuers.org, weekly meetings tb improve your communication 
 earlership skills in a supportive environment every Wed (7-3) 
TALES AMD BIG PHARMA Riverdale Hall, 2231-100 Ave 
‘Honour the 3rd year anniversary of Tooker’s passing 


Kags: 
id 10242-106 St (423-5014) © Large tayvem: 


BUDDY RITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7735) * Open night- 


ly Spm-Sam. Fri Bpm-3pm * Sune Rotating drag shows with Mz 


Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva. 
Donnatells NEI in The GoDoma Show, BJ WestoatBabyDacty « 
Mon: Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow. midnight. DJ 

West © Tue: Free pool and tourney, OJ. 
Arrowchaset * Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxy Sean * Thu: Wet 
underwear contest with Mis Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCosstabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy 
Toonflazh, come early to avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sav 
‘Undie night for men only, free poo! and tourney, DU Arrowchasor 


‘DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave (482- 
Open 24/7 * www. gayedmonton com 


RIGHT + A mature socal group, couples and 
singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusicnight@hotmail.cam 
EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION wo common 
onrbe.ory * Monthly after business mixer. Network and share con- 
tacts in the GLBT business community * Second Wed ea morith 


HIV METWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300. 11456 Jasper 
Ave (488-5742) or comrtaet? @hivedmonton.com * Programe and 
‘Support services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and 
related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, trarm 
reduction, education, advoeacy and public awareness campaigns 


ALLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Fost, 10045-104 St (287-2343) « 
Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters mest the 2nd Thu 
Bach month (Bpm): http://groups,yathon.com/group/edmonton. jlusions/ 
INSIDE/OUT U of A Carnpus * Campus-based organization for lestran, 
Say, bisexual, trens-identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty. graduate sir 
dent, academic, straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu ea month 
{fall/winter terms). Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta ca) 
LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. wwnwedmiivingpositive.ca 
{1-877-975-9448/488-S768) * Providing confidential peer support to 
people living with HIV * Every Tue (7-9pm): Support group * Baily. 
drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St Jean 8406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (31 St) im 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for Hiv- 
AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French. English 
‘and other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Qam-Spm) * 
Free (member)/$10 {membership} * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www geocities.com/mak- 
ingwavas_edm * Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. Socializing after 
practices * Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) « 
‘Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Bears Movie Night: Bears 
Club: fast Sun ea month (15pm, TV room) * Trans 
Education/Support Group: Support and education for transsexual, 
transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals: 
Ist, 31d, last Sun ea month (24pm) with Cody * Sunday Night 
Man's Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group, every 
Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at robwells780@hotmaiticom * Friends and 
Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (24pm) with Noelle, friend 
‘sandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie 
Night: Movie nights with tamed movies and discussion afterwards: 
‘every Mon * TTIQ Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, trans» 
sexual, intersex and questioning Znd Tue ea month; 
tiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 * GLBT Seniors Drop-|n: Pyery Thu 
(2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 * Sick and tired of being sick 
and tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting: Thu 7-8pme CA Hotline 425- 
2715 * HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth support and social group, every Sat (7- 
Spm); yuy@shaw.ca, wwww.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and 
Show Up-Big Book Study; Sat (12-2); suitupshowup@hotmail.com * 
NDP LGBT Oaucus: last Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance (990-0038) 
* Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


‘THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Bpm-3am, 
Fri Sat Bpm-4am; closed Mon, Tue, Wed * Thu: Thursday's are 
Gorgeous with Hostess Hootie McBoob, featuring Drag Kings and 
‘Queens, burlesque and amateur strip the last Thu ea. Month * Fri 
All Request Danes Party every Friday, DJ Jazzy with rotating shows: 
every Week * Sat Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs * Sun: Flashback 
‘Sundays: Featuring hostesses Miss Bianea and Vanity Fav, rotating 
guests. Free pool all night long; $3 cover * Weekends: $4 [mem- 
bers)/$6 (non-memberl/Sun $2 cover 


SINGLE LESBIANS 48 PLUS = A woman's social group, gathers 
once a month on Sat for conversation over tea and coffee * 
Information e-mail: singlewomentOplus@hotmail com 


‘STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam baths 
opan daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (489-6557) * Open Daily (noon) * Sat- 
Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun Fool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


DESSERT GALA Highlands Golf Club (702-4164) * Fundraiser for 
‘the Canadian Red Cross semi-formal or business attire {10 demm) 
featuring speaker Sheldon Kennedy, live entertainment, a silent 
auetion and more * Fri, Mar. 2{7-11pm] * $50 


EAST MEETS WEST: FROM THE GANGES TO THE MILE Tho 
Citadel Mackab Theatre (4155211) « Dance theatre production 
presented by Movements; The Afro-Caribbean Dance Ensemble * 
Sat, Feb. 24 (8pm) * $25 


AUM FESTIVAL Marcus Garvey Centre for Unity 12526-126 Ave 
(423-5262) ® Presented by JANA Edmonton; part of Black History 
Month * Fri, Feb. 23 


GASSING UP THE TAR SANDS-GHOSTS OF FUTURES PAST: 
TOM BERGER IM THE MORTH Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (439-1160) * The costs of using the 
Mackonzia Gas Pipeline to Fuel Alberta's Tat Sands. Film screening 
‘and panel discussion presented ty the Sierra Club of Canad tea~ 
turing speakers Stephen Hazell, Mark Anielski, and repemserta- 
tiwag of Norther First Nations * Mon, Feb. 26 (6.30pm) 


GLOBAL CITIZENAY POST 9/11: RIGHTS, RESPONSIBILITIES, 
ACCOUNTABILITY-PART 2. ARLINGTON WEST Whitemud 
Library, Whitemnud Crossing Shopping Centre, 4211-106 St (496- 
8357] * Documentary film, Arlington West, on the Veterans For 
Peace assembling a mock cemetery as 8 provorattive public art 
installation * Tue, Feb. 20 (7pm) * Free, donations accepted: pre- 
register 


HE DIED WITH A FELAFEL IN HIS HANDS Whiternud Crossing 
Library, 4211-106 St (496-8257) Part of the Sunday Afternoons 
at Whitemud Cultural series, featare film rated 1@A, some explicit 
violence, frequent coarse language, sexuality and disturbing 
soones ¢ Sun. Fab. 25 (2pm) 

MANDARIN BILINGUAL LITERARY FESTIVAL floya! Alberta 
Musoum Theatre, 12845-102 Ave * Welcome the Crinese New 
Yeor of the Pig and celebrate the 2Sth anniversary of Edmonton's 


Chinese i = Feb, 24 (Elemen 
ars fey 3 ot le eee ee 
session) avaiiatie at Asia Books. Only Poges Books, 

verew 6069 019 


SUGHTWORKS IM THE PARK Hawrolak Park (454-9200) « A 
‘sound and light show with throat singing with Tanya Tegag Gillis, 
smow SerAGh projections and & fire show with stilt performer 
Randall Fraser and 9 performance by Asani Comemporary 
Abonginal Women's Tio* Sat. Feb. 17 (4 30pm) 

ORCHID ESCAPE Moctwan College South Campus, 7319-29 Ave 
(456-1336) ¢ Orchid Society of Alberta's 30th anniversary show, 
featuring hundreds of exotic orchids © Feb. 23-25 © $6 ladultl/$5 
{student/senior/iree (child 12 and under} * Jean Haas discusses 
Orchids in Hornicultural Therapy. Sat, Feb. 24 (29m) * 
Presentations on all angles ot orchid-care, for beginners, experts, 
windowsill and greenhouse growers Sat-Sun (i1am} 
PSYCHIC FAM Westwood Unitarian Churth, 11135-65 Ave (457- 
9862)" Anew age psychic fair Fundraiser supporting Alberta's 
Pagan Community, hosted by Panfest, © $2 admission, $10 (per 
divination service) * Feb. 17 (noon-Som door} 


REGGAETON Z14-A VALENTINE’S AFFAIR Bamboleo Lavin 
Lounge, 9221-34 Ave * With Cruzin, DJ Myztiko, Erin V., and Los 
Playaz * Fri, Feb. 16 * $15 (adv), more day of, www.bamboleo.ca 


‘SILVER SKATE FESTIVAL Hawralak Park (454-9203) * A celebra- 
tion of winter featuring winter activities for all ages, including & 
‘SOW sculpture competition and Nightworks: @ sound and fight 
show at sunset * Sat Fab. 17-18 © Frow 

TASTE OF AFRICA AND CARIBBEAM Marcus Garvey Centre lor 
Unity, 12526-1265 Ave (425-0319) * Food, arts, steel drums, domi. 
noes, African drummers and more, part of the Black History Month 
© Sat Feb, 17 (2-10pm) © $5 (adult/$2 (child 7-12\/free (child 6 
and under) 


VALENTINE'S DANCE PARTY Northgate Lions Recreation 
Centre, 7524-139 Ave « Benofit for S..REN.S. with Nerkelworks, 
Laurelle, and Tacoy Ride. and Bill Bourne * Feb. 16 * $20 at 
TicketMaster, benefit for S.1.A.EN.S. 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD-A STATE OF MIND U of A 
Campus, CEB 325 (Behind CAB), U of A. wwrw.international.ualber 
1a.ca/globsled_events.php?id=201 * Documentary followed by a 
Qand A period with Wieran Jiang * Feb. 27 * Free 


WEST AFRICAN MUSIC ENSEMBLE: DRUMS AND DANCES 
Whitemud Crossing Library, 4211-106 St (496-1822) * Traditional 
music and dance of the Ewe people of Ghana, Togo. and Benin, 
performed by the West African Music Ensemble from the U of A * 
Sat. Feb. 17 (1pm) * Free 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (451-2244) * Every Thu and Sat (9pm) 
James, Mr. Entertainment * Every Sun (7pm): James, Mr. 
Entertainment 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Rd (484- 
7751) * Every Wed (Bpm-12am); every Thy, Fn, Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am) with Right Said Ed 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 1(1231-95 St (425-4298) * Every Sun 
(8pm-12): with Jeannie and Bruce 

CASTLEDOWW'S P UB 15753-100 St * Every Tuo (Spm-tam} 
with Off-Key Entertainment 


(CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millboura Rd (462-6565) * 
Every Tue (Spm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


(CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Ad (472-7696) * 
Every Thu 


ECCO PUB 9605-65 Ave (435-5050) * Every Mon (9pm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 


FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) * Every Thu-Sat 
{Spm-2am): with Jeannie and Bruce 


GAS PUMP 10165114 St (488-484) * Every Tue-Wed (9:30pm): 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-9893) © Every Fri (8pm-mid- 
night): with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke Productions 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) * Every Fri-Sat 
(10pm-2am); Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd (431- 
5815) * Every Sun (8pm). With Evolution Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) # Fridays karaoke [Spm- 
fata} with Chris 


M00'S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchawan (998-7888) * 
Every Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every Thu Karaoke 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (459-8165) * Every Thu 
(9pm-tam) 


(OM THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (492-4767) * Karaoke 
Mondays: Every Mon (Spm); Hosted by Mr. Entertainment's Scott 
Parsons * Salsa and the City Thursdays. Latin music and Salsa 
lessons; every Thu (9pm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) © Every Wed/Thu/Sun 
{9:20pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St 113 Ave (451-8022) * Every 
Thu {9:30pm-1:30am}. with Gord from Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2-300 Stusients’ Union Bldg, 8900 114 St, U of A 1492-2153) 
* Hey, What Are These Tunes Called?: Name That Tune every Tus 
with Colin Krieger * Karaoke, baby: avery Wed (Spm): with Colin 
and Dorrell 

ROSARIOS 1 1715-105 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running Karaoke 
bar 7 days a wnek 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-101 St(423- 
9499), Every Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * Highstreet, 
10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:20pm) * Old Strathcona, 10475- 
80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat (9:30pm-130am) * 99 St, 63 
Aivey every Thu-Sat (Spm-tam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
SANTANMAS 17530 Stony Pinin Aid (481-7625) * Every Wed. 
(8pm-12) with Jeannis and Bruce 

SULVER MARTINI 10858-156 St * Every Sat (Spn-tam) with 
ProSound 

SPORTSWORLD IMLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 151710. 
104 St (472-6335) © Every Tu, Fri-Sat [7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1- 
Spm} 

THORSBY HOTEL = Every Sat (9:.90pm-1:30am} with Prosound 


X-WRECKS LOUNGE 10142-50 St * Every Wed (7:90-11:20pm) 
with Sonia, Prosound 


YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Carnogic Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) * 
Every Thu (9409m-2am): with Off-Key Entertainment 


ZAKS OM SIST AVEMUE 101525-51 Ave (432-5859/426-5047) * 
Karaoke Nights: Every Fri (10pm-2am) 


EVENTS 


Go out on the town and~ 
have a gay old time 


& | TOTALLY GAY 


= | LUKE FOSTER 
| totallygay@vweweekly.com 


This week brings the start of a new fea- 
ture we will be starting over here at 
Totally Gay. In an effort to connect more 
members of Edmonton's gay community 
and let everyone in on what there is to 
do in our city that’s, well, gay, at the end 
of the column each week | will be pub- 
lishing a Totally Gay To Do list. Basically, 
any event, performance, dance, lecture, 
party, show, film, gathering, hootenanny, 
play, poetry slam, meeting, fundraiser, 
demonstration, game or picnic—as long 
as it has a gay theme or there will be 
more than one gay person attending, I'm 
going to print it. 

If you're gay, new or not so new to 
the city or just coming out, probably the 
hardest thing to do in our city (aside 
from finding a sit-down restaurant other 
than Denny's to eat at past midnight) is 
to find out about things to do in Edmon- 
ton that are either gay-related or where 
you won't have to worry that you're 
going to be the only homo who shows 
up. Hopefully, each week, 
I'Il be able to provide a 
source for you 


IN PART BECAUSE I'M a 


busy guy, but mostly 
because I'm terribly lazy and 
often out of the loop, | will 
be relying on you, my beauti- 
ful, intelligent and loyal 
readers, to send me your 
suggestions. If you're ina 
group or a troupe, or you're 
just having a friend-filled 
party one night in your base- 
ment but you have no 
friends, send me the info at 
totallygay@vueweekly.com 
with the date, time, location, 
cost and any other particu- 
lars and | will bring some 
attention to your event. 
Unless it's really inappropri- 
ate for whatever reason, I'll 
make room for it at the end 
of each column below what- 
ever Clever and insightful musings !’ve 
come up with for that particular week. 
Let's face it: it's hard to meet other gay 
people in Edmonton. If you're socially 
inept or smell funny or something, there's 
not much | can do about that. At least this 
way, you'll know where to go. The rest, 
my friend, will be up to you. 

Because | spent the whole week com- 
ing up with the idea, | didn’t really have 
much to go on for this week's Totally Gay 
To Do so basically it's what I'll be doing 
this weekend. Saturday night (Feb 17) at 
the Velvet Underground (10030 - 102 
Street) raunch-rockers Stinkmitt are 
playing with the local “gentlemen fags” 
of Lazersnake. 

Last summer, Stinkmitt opened for 
Peaches—the queen of all that is lewd 
and covered with hair—and ever since 
the two dirty girls of the group have bur- 
rowed their way into my heart with their 
B0's-style attire, funked-up beats and 
pottymouthed raps about cameltoes and 
menstruation. 


| wouldn't necessarily consider them 
explicitly gay—queer would probably be 
the more appropriate descriptor—but 
with all the dancing and spandex that 
I'm sure they fill the club with, it'll do 
Also, the brunette Stinkmitt singer total- 
ly reminds me of Ricki Lake. Or as my pal 
Josh describes her: “She looks like a fat 
rapper lady version of those fat rapper 
black dudes who just stand and point 
and rap in their music videos while girls 
booty shake in front of them. But in this 
case, she’s like rapping and pointing at - 
dudes jiggling their junk.” If that’s not 
gay, | mean, queer ... 


| ALSO HAVE SOME sad news to share 
this week. Last Thursday, the mighty Lulu 
LaRude (pictured below) aka Charles 
Gillis passed away. | interviewed Charles 
in this column last November, when he 
was in Edmonton hosting a fundraiser for 
the Loud N’ Queer Cabaret. At the time, 
Charles was commemorating 25 years of 
performing drag, or rather celebrating 
Lulu’s 25th birthday. In the interview we 
talked briefly about the years he and Lulu 
spent on the Edmonton scene, his family 
and friends and the unfortunate illness 


that he finally succumbed to last week. 

In an email | received from his good 
friend/partner-in-drag that informed me 
of Charles passing, Darrin Hagen said 
that Charles's “passion for life, fierce 
spirit and boundless energy will be> 
missed by anyone who met him.” Our 
thoughts go out to all of Charles's 
friends in Halifax, the ones he still has 
here, his husband Billy and his family. w 


Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 


a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the pile of astoundingly horrible 
CDs in our offices 


FEBRUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 21, 2007 


wusweexy 4§ 


ANS! 


th 


AUDITIONS 


Century Dinner Theatre is now holding auditions for 
its spring show. Please e-mail: audition@shaw.ca to 


make an appointment. 


EDUCATIONAL 


VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios.com 
1-865-231-8232 


HELP WANTED 


FIRST CONTACT/EVENT PLANNER 
Part time to start. Work from home. 
E-mail: Karen @theeventcoordinators.com 


Small Retail Shop S$. of Wetaskiwin looking for 
cashier/clerk, offering salary and room & board. 
Phone 780-361-3713 e-mail: snagware@incentre.net 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 


perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


STUDENTS 
& SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 


4 Hours - PM 


Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days in-Class or 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 St 


1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
intervention, information, counseling & public educa- 
tion services. If required we can customize a presen- 
tation to meet your needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 421- 
8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour 
Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Want to stop smoking? Attend Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: ai every Wed, at Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave and 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support groups 
and workshops for parents. Various city locations. Call 
481-1292 for information. 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715. 


Smith Grasdal Studios 
“Turn Your Windows Into Billboards” 
PH: 780.479 5623 
smithgrasdal@hotmail.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*REE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREEoFREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


SEEKING: director, actors and stage crew to 
expand upon and perform bilingual play {English and 
French) from ‘A to Z’. Potential to perform at Edmonton's 
summer festivals. Meet weekly. Improvisation friendly. 
Send resume to: amateurplaywrite2007@gmail.com 


Male performers between the age of 18 and 30. who 


can sing and dance are required for ELOPE’s production 


of Hello, Dolly! For more info call ELOPE at 988-0806. 


Actors Models, & Dancer 
Holding Auditions, First Timers Welcome! Do you have 
the right stuff? Call (780)420-0163. CASH PRIZES! 


Edmonton Musical Theatre auditions of 
“ENCORE—The Best of 30 Years!” on Sat, Feb. 24, 
3:30-6:30pm at the EMT Studio, 10835-124 St. Ph 

475-8053 for an appt. 


Edmonton Fashion Week seeks aspiring fashion 


designers and stylists for Cheap and Chic Contest: Mar. 
22-28. Media Exposure and Promotional opportunities 
E-mail planetze@shaw.ca or call 428-3499. Studio 
loeated at 10055-80 Ave; Wed-Sat 12am-Spm. 


WOW-Wild on Words: We all have something to 
Say-almateurs and professionals alike-try this weekl ly 
creative writing process and let it quide you into sel 
discovery! All gentle feedback will be welcome. Meet 

Monevenings. Info e-mail: 
feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 


Film and Video Arts Society: Register for Video 
Kitchen and learn the basics of video production in 
this 3 month class. Info call 429-1671, www-fava.ca 


CLASSIFIEDS™ 


- Actor needed for a eee 


the_darkness_within_movie@hotmail.com 


Mum, a ele of emerging artists with chil- 
pie Share it a and childcare! 


dren, wants vou inspiration 
imail.com 
Writers for Project. 
Will work for free. 965-6679. 


FREE SAT ART DEMOS for all ages. No experience 


nec. Watch artists while they work. Mini-topics are for 

the curious, beginners, teachers, and hobby artists. Mar. 
2: Soft Pastels with David Shkolny; Mar. 10: Silk 

Painting with Helen Le Roux. The Paint Spot, 12418-102 
Ave, noon-3 pm. Ph 447-4551, www.paintspot.ca, 


Film and Video Arts f: Register now for Video 
Kitchen, learn the basics of video production. For info 
visit www.fava.ca or call 429-1671. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; Tastes CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


NEXTFEST is now ications for the 
visual arts. Deadline contact nextfes- 
tarts@gmail.com for more info 


ESPA is seeking a part-time website administrator 
(PAID), 5 hrs/mo to perform basic web updates. con- 
tact@edmontonsmallpress.org for more info. 


MUSICIANS 


Looking for skilled drummer, guitar, and bass 


for experimental artistic hard core project. Ryan @ 


Open Auditions: every Thursday evening, 8pm-12am 


at THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail, Edmonton's 
only Dueling Piano Bar. For info Ph Tim @ 904-7455. 


Smokin’ bass player available for band/fill-ins. 


Young, neat appearance, excellent gear. All styles of 
music. Rod 405-4702. 


Songwriter seeks to colaborate w/vocalist 
male/female. Covers and originals. 405-4702. 


You area talented ee cel i with a decent voice 
and big dreams. We are ind to make them hap- 
pen. Henri (780)218-8520. 


Drummer and singer looking for guitarist or pianist to 


play blues and tock. Call Ken at 907-6422. 


Male so! 
fem. mus) 


/multi-instumentalist, 50s seeks si i 
45-55 to builda ayn jum site tog! 
& travel abroad: Ross 707- 


Id if to col 
rate with like-minded people. 267-1157. 


Wanted top 40/classic rock and blues bands. Promo 
pack and CD to JJ's Pub, 11827 St. Albert Trail. 


VOLUNTEER 


WELLNESS Focus Group Seeks participants to com- 
mit to a series of 4 free workshops before Spring 2007. 
Focus is on wellness services in Edmonton. Participants 
will be asked to give feedback after one hour sessions. 
&-mail-feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 


Volunteer Yoga Instructor: Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre. Ph Rite Mittelsteadt 433-5807. 


Become a friend to a NEW Canadian. Dulari at 474- 
8445 or www.eisa-edmonton.org 


Mentors for Children/Youth: Act as a positive role 
mode! to children/youth in group care. Evenings or 
weekends. 2-3 hrs./wk. Various Edmonton locations. 
Lily @ 432-1137. 


Mission in the Mall: Sun, Wier. 11, the Winnifred 
Stewart Association is registering teams. Ph Nicole 
Jordan 453-6707 or visit missioninthemall.com. 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volunteers 
aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in fam- 
ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve to have 
real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and help to 
open the gates to community living in your area, 


The Good Samaritan Society (A Lutheran Social Service Organization) is a faith-based, 
not-for-profit organization. We have a 55-year history providing complex care, assisted 
living and other specialized services and facilities in innovative and caring environments. 
We are committed to and constantly strive to provide a quality of care that will enable the 
elderly and the physically and mentally challenged to experience an optimum quality of 
life. In the spirit of Christian Hospitality, we serve those in need or at risk, regardless of race 


or religious belief. 


We are currently inviting applications for: 


0 


TELECARE® EMERGENCY RESPONSE 


CENTER OPERATORS 
NIGHT SHIFT 2300-0700 HouRS 
WAGE RANGE FROM $13.74 — $14.84 PLUS BENEFIT PACKAGE & SHIFT PREMIUMS 


TeleCare® is an Alberta based program of The Good Samaritan Society (not-for-profit) 
serving westem Canadians with provision of 24:7 telehealth personal emergency response 


services in homes or businesses; using state of the art 2-way voice communication systems. 


As part of the TeleCare Emergency Response Center team you will enjoy meaningful 
employment serving seniors, people with disabilities or people working alone. You 
are a well-organized individual who pays high attention to detail (ic. data entry), and 
have good multi-tasking skills. You have excellent problem solving abilities with some 
technical aptitude and experience with MS Office and customer database applications. 
Experience with a switchboard or.answering service is an asset. Itis essential that you 


are flexible to work other shifts if required. 


Apply with resume by March 1, 2007 at 4:00 p.m. quoting Competition #TC.07.004 to: 


ql 


THE 


ITAN 
SOCIETY 


A Lahore Secs Service Onpmetatioe 


The Good Samaritan Society, Attn: Human Resources 
8861 ~ 75 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T6C 4G8 

fax: (780) 431-3795 email: careers@gss.org 
Acurrentand clear Criminal Records Check is required for all new 


employees. We thank all applicants, butonly those selected for an 
interview will be contacted. " y 


The Good Samaritan Society is an equal opportunity employer 
and encourages applications from all. qualifi ied individuals, _ 


Visit our website www.gss.org for more details. 


Phone 426-1996 from gam-5pm Mon-Fri © Email office@vueweekly. com © 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon * Print legibly on lines at right « Up to 45 Characters par line * Every letter, space or mark counts as one character * Allow one space following punctuation 


REE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 
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- Print your ad here... 
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. Ss Soci 
rete nd elp YESS yf 
their mission EF avg youth at risk @ chance! 

Movements Dance needs behind-the-scenes vol), 
ead fora Feb. 24 performance ff Ee Citadel. Conta,, 
tt: 415-521 7 
HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative, leado 
who want to oe more about liver health. aa 


designers, health promoters, public speakers are we 
come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-15 


Volunteers needed to assist with homework for 
school aged immigrants. NE location. Mon & 
6-8pm/Sat 10-12pm and 3-5pm. Great Broerion: 
Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249, 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunto. 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-12 


Want to make a difference in someone's life? Te, 

an adult to read and write. We are always looking |; 
tutors in your area. Contact the for Family 

Literacy 421-7323 or find us online at www.fam\ 


Edmonton Adult Learning — 
Association is recruiting volunteers for thy 
Board of Directors. www.ecala.org for info 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print t 
festricted Edmontonians. Email; edmonton@voice 
printcanada,com, or call 451-8331 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Suppor , 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.con 


VUEWEEKLy| 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: | 


- the winner must be 18 or older 

- prize must he accepted as awarded 

- No one may enter any contest more 

than once 

- you may win only once every G0 days }) 

- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 

exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their || 

immediate family may enter 

- the personal information of those who | 

enter will not be sold but may be pro- 

vided to contest sponsors: 

- the chances of winning depend on the 

number of entries received 

- hy entering, entrants consent to the 

use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

- Vue Waki is not responsible for prizes 

WB days 
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Initially | thought it was physical, but 
is more and more evident that it is pri- 
a mental thing. If I'm confident 
stay in the moment everything goes 
and lasts more than long enough for 
both to be happy. If | think, “what if 
boner goes away?” it usually goes 
/f | stress that the sex is going to 
e bad and my girlfriend is going to be 
istied, | usually come too quickly. 
You know how if someone says, 
n't think about elephants,” all you 
think about is elephants? Yeah, well 
is is the same idea. I've looked into 


VOLUNTEER 


SE masicians, literary and visual artists 
! u of A eeu Artist on the Wards volun- 
Must have formal experience/training 
ad et able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk tes 6 consecutive 
“ontlis. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428. 


May Week Labour Arts Festival: 
uking for volunteers to help with the planning and 
sentation of events, outreach and fundraising. 
www.mayweek.ab.ca for info. 


e you ever lost a pet? The Pet Therapy Society 
looking for a Group Facilitator for our pet loss sup- 
4 port group. Deanna, 413-4682. 


Do you like to drive your own-car in Edm? We pay 
e gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. Driving 
for more information at 732-1221. 


Companions: Assist adults with intellectual 
disa ieee to participate in leisure activities in their 
jomes or in the community. Flexible hours. Various 
Edmonton locations. Lily @ 432-1137. 
I with 


looking for 
d ne cm to —_ seniors with vision loss. For more 
info call Catherine 453-8304. 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
elp find @ cure. Volunteers are required for various 
erstelaiae events for the Alberta Diabetes 

oundation, Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
H-1451; hale events@afdr.ab.ca; www.afdrab.ca 


counselling and hypnotherapy, but they 
are expensive and I’m broke. Can you 
offer any advice? 

LOVE, MIND BENDING SEX. BUT NOT THE GOOD KIND 


DEAR KIND 

You are such a classic case of the classic 
performance dysfunctions (performance 
anxiety and “spectatoring”) that | immedi- 
ately thought of the classic researchers 
and writers on the subject. 

On my way to getting you some links 
to Masters and Johnson and Helen 
Singer Kaplan, though, | was distracted 
by a book called You Can Be Your Own 
Sex Therapist. This one | haven't read, or 
even seen, but | like the title and appreci- 
ate the sentiment. (Felled by godawful 
neck pain, | eschewed chiropractic, 
acupuncture and conventional medicine, 
and went the DIY route with a foam pil- 
low and a book called Heal Your Own 
Neck. | also like and often recommend 
The New Male Sexuality, by the unfortu- 


Volunteers needed to assist newcomers with 
pronunciation in a conversation cir- 
cle setting, Various library locations. Weekdays/Sat 

aft. Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


an office environment and 
, this is a great opportunity to 
help us out only one day a week. Call 732-1221. 


If you enjoy in 
with 


Volunteers needed to teach classroom English 
to adult immigrants. Downtown. Flexible 
davlentte 3-4hrs/wk. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Canadians for Kyoto; meet every Sun at 2pm down- 
town at the 2nd Cup Coffee Shop, Stanley Milner 
Library. Volunteer for the upcoming rally, 

e-m: climatechangeedmonton@hotmail.com 


Volunteers needed to teach simple Canadian 
recipes to newly arrived immigrants. 
Capilano/downtown. Saturdays 11-1pm, or every 3rd 
Thu 6-8pm. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants 
and refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973. 


Volunteer to Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 433-5808. 


Volunteers needed to assist newcomers in com- 
pleting their 2006 tax returns. Sat mornings beginning 
March. Training provided. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


nately late Bernie Zilbergeld, PhD. 

If you could afford to see a sex thera- 
pist, chances are s/he would introduce 
you to the concept of “sensate focus,” 
exercises designed to encourage you and 
you partner to give and receive touch for 
its own sake, without getting all goal-ori- 
ented about erection or orgasm. S/he 
would help you identify what is distract- 
ing you and coach you through learning to 
stay present and enjoy what's actually 
happening instead of projecting your anx- 
ieties into the uncomfortable near future. 
See if there’s such a clinic handy and if 
you can afford some sessions with an 
intern (don’t worry; they're supervised) 
and if that doesn’t seem feasible, get a 
book and do it yourself. Your dysfunction 
is super normal, if that makes sense. It 
should be super fixable, too. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 
My boyfriend is 18 and less sexually 


PERSONALS 


Male body builder seeks male muscle jocks under 
25 for fun, friendship and athletic bonding. Call 
Bert @ 238-3382 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32, 
FRENCH, CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 44D, 413-0294. 


FEMALES NEEDEDI!! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is currently looking for young attractive girls 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 360-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for availabil- 
ity; 441-1330. 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


experienced than | am. | find myself con- 
Stantly spelling out to him what to do. | 
can see how this could occasionally be 
erotic, but we're both getting frustrated. 
He doesn't seem to be learning very fast 
how to satisfy me. Worse, I’m taking 
antidepressants and one of the side 
effects is delayed orgasm. Is it fair for me 
to expect more effort from him? Should | 
just accept that sex is going to be 
mediocre for a while? 


LOVE, FOOT-TAPPING 


DEAR FOOT 


Is that an until-I'm-off-the-pills while or 

an until-my-boyfriend-shapes-up while? 
Sex educators are forever bugging 

people to communicate more or better 


during sex 


“Tell him what you want!” 


they urge, “He can’t read your mind.” | 
Say it too, of course, but | also often 
imagine an outcome much like yours: two 
essentially unsuited people endlessly 
nagging each other (or one nagging the 


Grape! 


TERS. ONES 


other, whichever) to do it a little harder, 
slower, longer or better. Helpful sugges- 
tions are all very well (vital, actually), but 
if there's no spark, you're not going to 
ignite one by rubbing two things together 
until everybody's exhausted and dispirit- 
ed, now are you? 
| don’t mean to say you should give up 
right now. You should talk to him some- 
time when he isn’t down there grinding 
away in whatever dull and vaguely irritat- 
ing way he's grinding, and don’t tell him 
you need to talk to him about how lousy 
he is in the sack, either—raise it as a 
communication issue and see how that 
goes. Then you can give up. 
| should caution you, however, against 

making it his problem that you are experi- 
encing some extremely common but 
regrettable side effects of medication 
That Is not his fault, any more than being 
so tragically young is his fault. Both will 
get. better with time 

LOVE, ANDREA 


Hot Male Chat. 


FREE Trial Code: 2315 


780. Als. M22 


Mine. 


Be 18+ 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 


wine madison.com 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


R 
ho 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 


FREE! 
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Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


VVhat do you want to be doint 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB 

T6G 2)38 
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Getting you rich slowly! 


We'll help you acheive your retirement dreams. 


* minimum $25,000 investment or '$100/month contribution 


10235 - 101 Street © Tel: (780) 488-2858 © Canada Toll Free: (877) 488-2858 © www, globalwealthbuilders.ca 


GLOBAL WEALTH Buiipers LTD. 
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